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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
It is with great sadness that I report that our longstanding AFUW(WA) Life Member, Miss Nancy 
Pearl Stewart, died on Sunday 27th June 2010. Nancy had a colourful  and full life, and she made a 
tremendous contribution to AFUW(WA), to The University of Western Australia and to mental 
health services for children in both WA and SA. Her funeral was on Tuesday 6 July at St Aidan’s 
Church in Claremont and I was invited to give a eulogy.  This is reproduced elsewhere in this 
newsletter. 

Our scholarships for 2010 have been advertised with a closing date of 30 July. Many thanks to our 
Education Convenor (Bursary Coordinator) Liz Flatters and Education Trust member Dorothy 
Collins for expediting this process. Our assessment panel for 2010 includes Dr Adrianne Kinnear, 
Chair, School of Natural Sciences, Faculty of Computing, Health & Science, ECU (Chair of the 
assessment panel); A/Professor Alison Bartlett, Centre for Women’s Studies, English and Cultural 
Studies, UWA; Dr Ann Schilo, Director Graduate Studies, Faculty of Humanities, Curtin; and Dr 
Treena Burgess, School of Biology and Biotechnology, Murdoch. An information session for 
interested female postgraduate students was held at ECU in June and sessions are planned for the 
other universities. 

As reported in the last newsletter, the 14 August General Meeting will discuss and vote on changes 
to our Constitution as summarised in the following motions:  

1. That AFUW(WA) Inc. change name to Graduate Women WA Incorporated. 

2. That the new name of the national body be recognised. 

3. That the requirement to hold three General Meetings each year be removed. 

4. That membership meeting quorums be 10% of the total membership at the date of the meeting. 

5. That committee meeting quorums be five. 

6. That the threshold for obtaining membership approval for expenditure be raised from $10,000 to 
$25,000. 

7. That typographical, spelling and similar errors be corrected. 

(Note that this is in accordance with Commissioner for Consumer Protection guidelines for making 
changes to Association Constitutions.)  

WA branch members Lalani Weddikkara and Kathy Mumford, together with eight other members 
from AFGW and other branches, are heading to the IFUW Triennial Conference in Mexico in 
August. We look forward to hearing their news from the conference. 

Please diarise the 14 August General Meeting and Literary Event at St Catherine’s College. We will 
be enjoying a high tea with our guest speakers. 

Dr Margaret Giles - President, AFUWWA 
 

GENERAL MEETINGS and AGM 2010 
August  Saturday 14th 2:00pm General Meeting                              

 followed by                                                   
Literary Function and High Tea        

     ME Wood Room St Catherine’s College Nedlands 

October Tuesday 26th 

AGM   7:00pm 

M.E. Wood Room, St Catherine’s College, 
Nedlands 
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AFUWWA  HISTORY PROJECT  
�
AFUWWA is currently working on producing a history of the Association from 1974 to 2010 and 
we would love to hear recollections from members past and present to include in our new book 
which we hope to launch in 2011.  If you have some recollections or comments that you would like 
to share, please submit in written form to the Association or let us know if we can contact you.  You 
can contact Karen Bothwell on 9386 3570 or send your submission to afuwwa@westnet.com.au.  
At the moment, we are looking for specific recollections or comments on one of the following 
topics: 
 

�  Why you joined the association? 
�  What event have you attended that you liked the best and why? 
�  What is the best thing you like about AFUW WA? 
�  How have you supported the organisation in the past? 
�  What is your funniest memory of AFUW WA? 
�  What have you done to support our Advocacy and Action? 
�  What have you liked best about our bursary winners? 
�  Have you won a bursary/scholarship and what difference did that make? 
�  General recollections 

 
Lynda Roberts-Hall History Project Manager 
 
 
CONGRATULATIONS AND AWARDS  
 
 

Congratulations to IFUW member and West Australian, 
Shirley Kaye  Randell, who  received an Officer of the Order 
of Australian in the recent Queens Honours List ... …“For 
distinguished service to international relations, particularly 
through the promotion of human rights of women and through 
public sector reform in developing countries.”  
Shirley is currently living in Kigala, Rwanda. 
 

The Officer of the Order of Australia is a badge with a gold-plated silver insignia of the Order in the centre. 
(Acknowledgment: Picture and information  from  www.itsanhonour.gov.au) 
 
 
 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING DATES 2010  
August   Wednesday 3rd  

 6:00pm�

October     Wednesday 6th 

6:00pm�

September  Wednesday 1st          

6:00pm�

 

 

November  Wednesday 3rd 

6:00pm�
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VALE and EULOGY 
 

Longstanding AFUW(WA) Life Member, Miss Nancy Pearl Stewart died on Sunday 27th June 
2010.   Nancy’s funeral was held on 6th July at St Aidan’s Church, Claremont, WA. 
 

Eulogy - Nancy Pearl Stewart  

I feel very honoured to be asked to tell you all about Nancy’s 
involvement with the WA Branch of the Australian Federation of 
University Women as she will always be remembered as one of our 
most distinguished members.  

Nancy joined the association in the 1950’s when it was known as the 
Western Australian Association of University Women. Since then she 
consistently supported it and played an important part in its activities, 

both as an office bearer and as an ordinary member. In 1993 Nancy was made a Life Member of the 
Association for her outstanding service and contribution. 

Nancy was WA Branch President from 1966 to 1968, during which three key achievements were 
the revival of the Bunbury sub-branch, the successful submission to The University of Western 
Australia about retaining married women as academic staff, and the Association’s commencement 
of its main means of fund-raising for scholarships, the hiring of Academic Dress.  

In 1970, Nancy chaired a sub-committee to investigate the possibility of awarding a bursary for 
post-graduate women. She then was instrumental in drawing up conditions for what we now know 
as the Foundation Bursary. This bursary has been awarded annually since 1971. 

Between 1979 and 1989, Nancy was the Association’s representative on the Council of St 
Catherine’s College, serving on its prizes and awards committee, thus contributing much to the 
college community.  

Nancy also served on the Federal Council of AFUW on two occasions. From 1968 to 1971 she was 
on the Conference Committee and from 1985 to 1988 she was Fellowships Convenor and the 
representative for the South Australian branch. She did much to rationalise the national awards - the 
E M Hinder award, the Georgina Sweet Fellowship and the AFUW Fellowship which was offered 
for the first time in 1988.  

Nancy attended several national and international conferences where her analytical and incisive 
mind was appreciated by her fellow delegates. She was particularly interested in the advocacy role 
of our international parent body, the IFUW, and attended several of its triennial conferences, both as 
a delegate and as an observer. In January 1971 she was co-leader of a party of WA branch members 
who toured Nepal, Burma and India for three weeks. The highlight of the tour was their audience 
with Prime Minister Indira Ghandi.  

Nancy was also strongly supportive of, and loyal to, the University of Western Australia, in 
particular, the Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery, the Centenary Trust for Women, the Friends of the 
University Library and Convocation.  

I, like many of you here today, regard it as a great privilege to have known Nancy and to be a 
beneficiary of her advocacy of women’s rights and leadership within our Association. 

 Dr Margaret Giles, President   

Ms Barbara Hale, Member   
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AFUWWA COMMITTEE - Getting to know your committee m embers 
 
Alison Hayden – Treasurer 
 
Alison has been involved with the AFUWWA since 2000 when a branch was started in Broome and 
became a committee member on her return to Perth in 2006.   

At present Alison teaches Accounting and Finance, Information 
Technology and VET courses at Aranmore Catholic College in 
Leederville and in 2009 was teaching at Balcatta Senior High School. 
Over the years Alison has worked with the Commonwealth Bank, 
primarily involved in lending and securities work. While working full 
time for the bank Alison studied part time for her Bachelor of Business 
degree, majoring in Accounting, and then took a year off work (long 
service leave) to study for her Graduate Diploma in Education.  Alison 
then moved to Manjimup to commence teaching at Kearnan College.  In 
1997, Alison spent a year teaching English at a University in Wuhan in 

central China and in 1999 moved to Broome and spent eight years working as Finance Officer with 
the Catholic Diocese of Broome.   
In her spare time Alison enjoys singing with her local Sing Australia Swan Valley group and is also 
involved in the Ellenbrook catholic parish community as a parish council member and has recently 
taken on the role of Treasurer for the Australian Association of Religious Educators.  Alison also 
enjoys gardening and walking with her dog Suzie. 
 
Wendy McCallum – Convenor, Academic Dress 

 
I first joined AFUW(ACT) in 1977 after completing 

my Graduate Diploma in Special Education.  I thoroughly 
enjoyed the meetings and very soon was elected onto the 
ACT Committee.  I have been on Federal Council twice – 
as the WA representative when Council was in Canberra 
and as the ACT representative when Council was in Perth. 
In 2004 I was deputy Chair when the International 
Conference was held here in Perth. In this position I was 
able to visit the International Office in Geneva and observe 
meetings. This was a wonderful experience which I value 
highly.  2006 - 2009 I served as the National Registrar for 
AFUW and in that role attended Council Meetings in 

Sydney.  At present for WA, I am the Convenor for Academic Dress, the Convenor of the Thursday 
Book Club and a member of the House Committee. As you can see AFUW has played a large part 
in my life. My husband and I lived in Canberra from 1964 until 1987 when we returned to Perth. 
We also lived in Princeton in America from 1968 -1971 when my husband did his Masters. Over 
the years I have enjoyed professional development through the many AFUW activities, seminars 
and Conferences and have had a lot of satisfaction and enjoyment from my membership of AFUW. 
I have made many friendships, hosted visiting members and been fortunate to visit other members 
overseas.  

I trained at Claremont Teachers’ College and obtained a BA from UWA.  I taught high 
school in Busselton and at Cyril Jackson until my marriage when I taught at Narrabundah High in 
the ACT. Following my Grad Dip Ed I taught in Learning Centres in the ACT where intellectually 
handicapped students were bussed to school.  Following my return to Perth, I worked as a 
Representative of the publishing company Rigby until I was fortunate to be employed by Wesley 
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College as a Remedial Resource teacher, a position I held for 15 years until my retirement in 
December 2001. Professionally I was on the Committee for ALEA (Australian Literacy Educators’ 
Association) for 25 years where I was able to both contribute and learn in seminars and 
conferences. 

Apart from AFUW, and my teaching I have had a happy family life with my four children, 
three sons and a daughter and now 3 grandchildren as well as 2 foster grandsons. I am very 
fortunate to have had 3 lovely daughters-in-law join the family. My eldest son lives in Norway, 
which gives my husband I an excuse to travel to Europe as often as we can afford and our daughter 
lives in Brisbane, so we keep the airlines in business! We have one son in Lake Grace and one son 
in Perth.  

When asked to do a short biographical piece, it is very difficult to select from a very 
interesting and fulfilling life which I have been fortunate to have experienced.  A malignant cancer 
in the kidney in 2006 slowed me down for a bit, but due to wonderful medical expertise I am now 
very healthy and active and look forward to many years of participation and friendship at AFUW. 

 
 

BOOK CLUB MEETING DATES 2010   
July     Thursday 15th and  

Saturday 24th 

September Thursday 16th and  

Saturday 25th 

August  Thursday 19th and  

Saturday 28th 

October  Thursday 21st and 

 Saturday 23rd 

November  Thursday 18th and Saturday 27th 

 
 

AFUWWA POETRY CLUB MEETING DATES 2010 
July     10.30am Tuesday 13th September 10.30am Tuesday  14th�

August   10.30am Tuesday 10th October     10.30am Tuesday 12th 

November  10.30am Tuesday 9th 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS  
 
Members please note that renewals are now due. Please complete the attached 
renewal form indicating your preferred method of payment. Please submit the form to 
Karen by fax or email to ensure your membership details are up-to-date on our 
register. 
 
NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME so please pass on a copy of the brochure 
to interested friends and other parties! 
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AFUW (WA) Inc.  
Membership Renewal Form 

 
Name …………………………………………………….. Address …………………………………………………….  
 
 
Email …………………………………………. Phone M…………………. H…………………. W …………………..  
 

Financial membership of AFUW (WA) automatically establishes you as a member of the national body, 
AFGW, from whom you receive newsletters and the "Graduate Women" magazine; and as a member of the 

international body, IFUW. 
Information provided to AFUW (WA) for your membership will be forwarded to AFGW for the national 

database unless you advise us otherwise. 
Except as in the previous statement, AFUW (WA) and AFGW will not make your information available to any 

person or organisation without your specific consent. 
 

Are you interested in participating in  - 
(Please tick) 

�  Advocacy �  Academic Dress Hire �  Finance Sub-committee �  Scholarship Sub-committee 

�  Publicity, including event promotions and newslette rs   �  Poetry Club �  Book Club   

�
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP  (1 July 2010 to 30 June 2011)  

� Waged - $100 (incl. GST)                                                              ………… 

� Unwaged or Full time Postgraduate students $60 (incl. GST)  …………  

� Donation to tax deductible scholarship fund                             ………… 
                                                                                  TOTAL  ………… 

Please tick method of payment 

� Cheque / Money Order enclosed  

� Credit Card – Visa / MasterCard (Please circle)  
 
Cardholder’s Name ………………………. ……………………………………………..  
 
Card Number ……………………………………………………………………………...  
 
Expiry Date ………………………………………………………………………………..  
 
Signature ………………………………………………………………………………….  

 � Direct Transfer to AFUW (WA)  
BSB: 016484 Account: 429707746 Note:  Please put your FULL NAME in the narration /payment description.  

 
Tax Invoice: ABN: 78 166 425 907 

 
Please send completed renewal form to:  

The Treasurer, AFUW (WA) Inc.  
PO Box 48  

NEDLANDS WA 6009  
Email: afuwwa@westnet.com.au  

Phone/Fax: (08)93863570 (also for payment by credit  card only) A statement for tax / professional 
purposes will be forwarded if you enclose a stamped self-addressed envelope. 
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AN AMAZING STORY  
 
About 20 members and friends gathered at the Moore’s Café in Fremantle on Sunday, 2nd May 2010 
to hear Dr Nadine Perlen relate her story of family, work and a life committed to serving 
community.  Nadine is one of those exceptional people who successfully manages to balance family 
life with an extremely busy working life.  
 
Nadine spoke with great passion about her early childhood in Melbourne and about her chance to 
explore her Jewish heritage by travelling to Israel and working on a Kibbutz – where she also met 
her husband.  On her return to Australia Nadine commenced her studies in Medicine and graduated 
from Monash University in 1990.   
 
In 1995, Nadine and her husband moved to Perth where she now works as a General Practitioner at 
the Lockridge Medical Centre.  But this is not enough for Nadine as she also supervises and 
mentors GP registrars – a role she obviously enjoys.  Nadine was very thankful for the mentors she 
had while undergoing training and is determined to provide similar support to GP registrars in 
Perth.    
 
In 2009, Dr Nadine Perlen was awarded the RACGP 2009 General Practice Supervisor of the Year 
in recognition of her total commitment to training and mentoring the next generation of General 
Practitioners.   In addition to all this she also finds time to work as a visiting GP to Pingelly with the 
Royal Flying Doctor Rural Women’s Service on a regular basis.   
 
Nadine spoke with love and pride about her family, her husband and two sons.  She is a leader in 
the Jewish community in Perth and encourages her sons to appreciate and understand their Jewish 
heritage.  She acknowledges that without the support of her husband she would not be able to 
undertake such a busy lifestyle.   Somewhere in all this Nadine has been taking singing lessons as a 
way to relax and have some time for herself.   
 
I think everyone at the breakfast talk came away totally in awe of an amazingly passionate and 
dedicated woman.   
 
Hilary Silbert, Events Coordinator 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alison Hayden, Nadine Perlen and Hilary Silbert 
Hilary Silbert – Events Coordinator speaks at the breakfast 
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AFUWWA ANNUAL DINNER - 17TH June 2010 
 
Our annual dinner was held at Matilda Bay Restaurant on the banks of the Swan River at Crawley. 
The evening started with pre-dinner drinks and canapés on the terrace. With the chimineas 
providing heating and the wonderful view, including a glide-by of the local dolphin pod, this was a 
delightful start to the evening. It was great to catch up with book and poetry club members and 
other members and their partners. 
 

Our guest speaker was Marilyn Phillips who is the Chorus 
Director of the West Australian Symphony Orchestra Chorus. 
She spoke of her life and career, starting with growing up in 
Wales then studying at the Royal Academy of Music where she 
was awarded a Ralph Vaughan Williams Scholarship for 
advanced studies in piano accompaniment. Marilyn has also 
been repetiteur for the critically acclaimed productions of 
Carmen Jones, Don Giovanni, The Marriage of Figaro, and La 
Cenerentola in London, and with Papagena Opera and Michigan 
Opera Theatre in the USA. She has worked extensively with 
many noted choruses including the Bach Singers, the London 
City Philharmonic, and the BBC Singers. 
 

Marilyn was Head of Music with West Australian Opera from 1995 to 2005, and during that time 
worked on over twenty-five productions with the Company, including the Helpmann Award-
winning Batavia. She was Chorus Director for the Perth International Arts Festival concert 
performance of Götterdämmerung and for His Majesty’s Theatre Centenary Celebration 
performance of Carmina Burana. ‘The Big Sing’, the annual free community event led by the WA 
Symphony Orchestra Chorus has been presented and conducted by Marilyn since its inception. 
Marilyn invited us to consider taking part in this year’s event to be held on 12 September. 
 
An experienced public speaker, Marilyn has presented pre-concert talks for the West Australian 
Symphony orchestra for both Corporate Sponsors and the general audiences.  She has conducted 
public master classes including for the Royal Schools of Music Club (WA), the Sydney 
Conservatorium of Music and the West Australian Academy of Performing Arts. 
 
Marilyn is an elected Associate of the Royal Academy of Music and in 2000 was awarded a 
Centenary Medal for services to Australian opera. She continues to work as vocal coach with West 
Australian singers now following international careers, and her most recent recital performances 
have included several broadcasts on ABC Classic FM. In August 2008 she was invited to be Artist 
in Residence at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music.  
 
Many thanks to Hilary Silbert for organizing this event and choosing such 
a terrific venue, engaging guest speaker and scrumptious menu. Margaret 
Giles introduced Marilyn and Alison Hayden, who has participated in 
previous ‘Big Sing’ events, gave the vote of thanks. 
 
Margaret Giles 

Margaret Giles introduces guest 
speaker, Marilyn Philips 

Marilyn Phillips, guest speaker 
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AFUWWA DINNER MATILDA BAY RESTAURANT JUNE 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Right-left:    
Margaret Giles, AFUWWA 
President, Marilyn Phillips, 
Guest Speaker and Hilary 
Silbert, Events Coordinator  
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INVITATION TO SIGN UP!  
 

I have just returned from gorging myself on delicious Sri Lankan food as a guest of Lalani and 
Ranjith Weddikkara. They invited me to join the very happy guests who depart for Sri Lanka in a 
few days. 
 

When assisting Lalani for the AFUW luncheon earlier this year I saw the 2010 trip itinerary and 
suggested they do the trip in 2011.  
 

So… I have the very pleasant task of letting you know that there is now a proposed trip in 2011 to 
Sri Lanka lead by Lalani and Ranjith being offered to AFUW members and friends. I hope you will 
consider joining us. As you will see, we will visit the pre-school in Galle that we have been 
supporting for many years, 
 

If you are interested, I am calling for expressions of interest. We will take a maximum of 24 and 
you can expand the period you are away if you wish.  
I very much look forward to visiting Sri Lanka – again! 
 

To register your interest contact Hilary on  0409 375148  or hilarysilbert@westnet.com.au 
Hilary Silbert -  Events Coordinator 
 

 

                                            
 

(Acknowledgemen: Images (left) from  http://www.studyabroad.com/content/portals/maps/Sri_Lanka_map.jpg                                                                      
(and (right) from  www.lanka.info) 

 

AFUWWA EVENTS  
August       Saturday 14th� Literary Function and High Tea2:00pm ME 

Wood Room, St Catherine’s College, Nedlands 

December  Wednesday 8th� Sundowner-BBQ   6:00pm ME Wood Room, St 
Catherine’s College, Nedlands 

IFUW and OTHER EVENTS  
August    5th -9th� 30th IFUW 2010 Conference, Mexico City 

July Sunday 25th  Centenary Trust for Women Gala Luncheon 

 (Information @  www.development.uwa.edu.au/enews/newsletter/june-2010) 

Sri Lanka – Galle - 
location of the pre-
school supported 

by AFUWWA  
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UPDATE FROM THE CONVENOR - STATUS OF WOMEN  
 

Budget 2010-11 Women 
Hon Tanya Plibersek, Minister for the Status of Women, released the above report which can be 
accessed at: 
http://www.fahcsia.gov.au/about/publicationsarticles/corp/BudgetPAES/budget10_11/Docume
nts/women/women_budget_statement_2010.pdf 
Some highlighted excerpts for your interest: 
 

“Three main challenges to equality in Australia, as around the world, are improving women’s 
economic security, reducing violence against women and ensuring women’s equal place in society. 
Over the last two and a half years the Government has done the hard work to introduce the 
practical supports to progress equality between women and men. New initiatives contained within 
the 2010-11 Budget complement these ongoing efforts.”   
 

Challenges for equality between women and men remain 
 

Women earn about 83 cents for every dollar men earn. 
 

Many women are stretched between paid work and caring obligations. 
For too many women, the consequences of caring have been lower incomes and a less financially 
secure retirement. · Most men remain locked out of caring roles because of the emphasis on the 
male breadwinner role.  
 

About a quarter to a third of mothers return to work within six months of the birth of their child. 
Two thirds of them return to work because they need the money. 
 

In November 2009 28 per cent of Australian women, mostly casual workers, did not have paid leave 
entitlements of any kind. 
 

In June 2009, 67 per cent of jobless families with children under 15 years old were single parent 
families, and 93 per cent of those were headed by mothers.  
 

Ensuring women’s equal place in society 
 

In the private sector, women hold around one in eight private sector executive management 
positions.   
Women hold less than nine per cent of private board directorships.  Half of all ASX 200 companies 
have no female board directors, and the number of companies with no female board directors has 
increased over the past five years.  
Women represent 34 per cent of board positions on government boards, three out of seven High 
Court Judges are women, and Australia has a female Governor General, a female Deputy Prime 
Minister and a female Deputy Leader of the Opposition. 
 

Equality is an issue for men  New measures 
 

National Male Health Policy — Building on the strengths of Australian males 
 

Inequality limits men’s as well as women’s life choices. One of the most serious gendered effects 
for men is their different and often poorer health outcomes.  The National Male Health Policy, the 
first for Australia, was released on 6 May 2010. The Policy recognises that while the life 
expectancy of the Australian man at 78.7 years is among the highest in the world, this is still five 
years shorter than the expected life of an Australian woman at 83.7 years. 
Barbara Taylor, Convener - Status of Women�
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Rachael Petridis is a Western Australian poet. She is a founding member of the Fremantle writing 

group OOTA (Out of the Asylum) which in 2007 established indigo, Journal of West Australian 
Writing. She served on the editorial committee of the OOTA anthology Friday’s Page and her work 

has appeared in Australian literary journals anthologies and newspapers. Recently she was 
published in the anthology Lines in the Sand, the FAWWA 2008 publication celebrating the 

seventieth anniversary of the Fellowship of Australian Writers, WA.  
In 2004 she was selected for the New Poets Program at Wollongong University Campus NSW and 

in August 2009 she won a residency with the Macquarie Group/Varuna Longlines Australian Poetry 
Centre Program, Katoomba, NSW. 

SUNDECKED her first collection of poetry is described as…gentle, perceptive and intensely 
lyrical… to be published in 2010 by the Australian Poetry Centre, Melbourne. 

Rachael is married with two children and two grandchildren. She sings with the UWA Choral 
Society. 

** 
AFUW(WA) Member Karen Wood taught ceramics in a South London Art School and produced 
studio pottery which sold in galleries and craft outlets throughout the UK. Her book Table Ware in 
Clay was intended to be a manual of good advice to students but grew, like Topsy, into something 

much more. 
(Acknowledgment photo:  www.woodlandhillwinery.net) 


