
AFUW(WA) 
Newsletter 

August  2010 
 

Volume 48   Number 5 
 

Published by AFUW(WA) Inc 
Australian Federation of University Women (WA) Inc 

Address: PO Box 48 Nedlands 6909 
Ph: (08) 9386 3570 

Email: afuwwa@westnet.com.au 
Editor: Susan Dunn 

 
 

 

 
AFUW(WA) scholarship winner Maria Grade Godinho, 2008 Mary and Elsie Stevens 

 Bursary Winner, submits her PhD thesis…story p6. 



 2 

CONTENTS PAGE 

AFUWWA Committee  / Convenors / Representatives  2 

President’s Report  3 

AFUWWA Committee  - Getting To Know Your Committee Members 4 

Call for Volunteers 4 

Congratulations and Awards 5 

AFUWWA Award Winner Submits Thesis 6 

AFUWWA Research Scholarship winner at the University of Notre Dam  7 

Committee Meeting Dates� ��

AFUWWA  Literary Afternoon Tea Report  8 

St Catherine’s College Report /  Book Club Meeting Dates 9 

AFUWWA Link to St Catherine’s College / Poetry Club Meeting Dates 10 

Christine Morrow Memorial prize  in French  11 

Peace and Human Security Report  / AGM Date / AFUWWA Forthcoming Events 12 

AFUWWA Membership Renewal Form� 13�

 
 

AFUWWA 2010 
Committee  
President    Margaret Giles   
Vice-Presidents   Jenni Antulov, Felicity Farrelly 
Honorary Treasurer   Alison Hayden 
Committee Members  Wendy McCallum, Lalani Weddikkara, Dorothy Ransom, Mary Dinneen, 

Evelyne Deplazes   
Newsletter Editor   Susan Dunn 
Immediate Past-President    Lynda Roberts-Hall 
 

Conveners 
Status of Women    Barbara Taylor 
Peace and Human Security  Lalani Weddikkara 
International Relations   Kathy Mumford 
Education (Bursary Coordinator)  Liz Flatters  
Education (Advocacy)   Judy Eastham 
 

Representatives, Coordinators  & Other Roles 
Education Trust Chair      Robyn Carroll 
Events Organiser      Hilary Silbert 
St Catherine’s College Council AFUWWA Representative  Hilary Silbert 
National Council of Women AFUWWA Representatives  Lesley Cala and Margaret Giles 
Centenary Trust for Women Representative   Lynda Roberts-Hall 
 



 3 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
Our recent General Meeting was very lively. We had two great speakers - Rachel Petridis reading 
from her new poetry anthology and Karen Wood talking on the process of producing her coffee 
table book on tableware. Both talks were entertaining and thought provoking (see the item on page 
8). The business meeting discussed and voted on motions related to changes in our Constitution. In 
summary, these are changing our name (we are now Graduate Women (WA) Inc.), recognising the 
change in name of our national body AFGW, reducing the number of General Meetings to one (to 
be coincident with the AGM) and reducing the quorums for membership meetings to 10% and for 
committee meetings to five committee members. The afternoon concluded with a wonderful high 
tea and lots of catching up with new and continuing members.  Committee is now involved in 
following up on the paperwork for the Constitutional changes. 
 
Two of the motions for Constitutional change were not passed. These related to the threshold 
expenditure for membership approval and a variety of spelling, typographical and other changes to 
wording that committee had proposed. Discussion on these motions revealed that our Constitution, 
even with the recent approved changes, has a number of ambiguities. Hence I am recommending to 
committee at our September committee meeting that a subcommittee be established to specifically 
examine our Constitution. I am hoping that members who showed such an interest and ability at the 
General Meeting will accept an invitation to join this sub-committee. More on this in the next 
newsletter! 
 
The IFUW Conference in Mexico is now over. Many thanks to members Lalani Weddikkara and 
Kathy Mumford for representing our branch. We now have a new IFUW President, Marianne 
Haslegrave from Great Britain.  Jennifer Strauss (AFGW Education Convenor and Past President) is 
now one of the two Vice Presidents and ‘Tricia Blombery (AFGW Secretary) has been appointed to 
the IFUW Finance Committee. Marion Jones (GWQ) is now a member of the Committee for the 
Award of International Fellowships. Also from Australia, Anita Earle is now on the Hegg Hoffet 
committee and Michelle Imison is the new convenor of the Special Committee on Project 
Development. You can read about these and other appointments on the IFUW website 
www.ifuw.org  
 
We had a record number of scholarship applications and these are now under review by our panel of 
assessors. As you know, funding for these scholarships is made possible by our hiring of gowns for 
UWA graduations. Wendy McCallum and Karen Bothwell and their loyal team of volunteers do an 
amazing job with getting the gowns ready for the new graduates – there is lots of paper work in the 
lead up to the ceremonies as well as giving out the gowns in the afternoons and collecting them in 
the evenings. New faces are always welcome and up-skilling is easy and very worthwhile. You only 
have to listen to the stories of the scholarship winners to know that contributing to our gown hire 
business is vitally important to a small but growing coterie of women. Most recently, I was at the 
University of Notre Dame to congratulate the winner of one of our university-specific scholarships 
(see elsewhere in this newsletter) and met Professor Peta Sanderson who recalled receiving one of 
our bursaries many years ago. 
 
Best wishes for the coming months. 
 
Dr Margaret Giles, President AFUW(WA) 
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AFUWWA COMMITTEE - Getting to know your committee m embers 
 

Karen Bothwell – Executive Officer 
 

I began work for AFUW(WA) in January 1995 just one day a week – 
as my daughter started at pre-primary. My role has developed and 
grown over the past fifteen years, and I now have the new title of 
Executive Officer and can be found in the office three days a week.  
Both of my children have now finished school!  
 

I was born in England in 1961, and emigrated to Australia in 1967, 
with my parents and three sisters. My brother was born a year later in 
Perth, and we all grew up in Morley, completing our education at West 
Morley Primary School and Morley Senior High School. I went on to 
the WA College of Advanced Education in Mt Lawley completing my Diploma of Teaching in 
1981. 
I met my husband Noel in 1978 and we were married in November 1980, and we look forward to 
celebrating our 30th wedding anniversary later this year. We have two wonderful children, Michael 
(22) and Kate (20). 
Noel and I have family in England and in New Zealand and have enjoyed our visits to both 
countries over the years. 
 

I have made many good friends at AFUW(WA) and I am one of those lucky people that enjoys 
going to work. 
 

Karen Bothwell  
 

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS  
 
The UWA Graduations are fast approaching and this is a call for volunteers to help with the Hire 
of Academic Dress during September 2010.  With four graduations (14th 15th 16th and 21st 
September) we expect to receive approximately 500 applications in the next few weeks, and really 
would appreciate your help in the office prior to the ceremonies beginning. 
 

If you can help out  with any of the following small jobs in the office on a Monday, 
Wednesday or Friday, between now and Friday 10th September please contact Karen in the 
office (9386 3570): 

·  Opening envelopes and writing receipts, 
·  Sending confirmation details to all students – either by mail or email, 
·  Processing credit card detail (electronically) – very simple, 
·  Some filing of the application forms 
 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR DIARY NOW TO SEE IF YOU CAN COMMIT TO HELPING IN THE 
AFUW(WA) OFFICE. Even if you can only help for an hour it will be much appreciated! 
 

Also from Tuesday 14th Wednesday 15th Thursday 16th and Tuesday 21st September we will 
need volunteers to:  

·  Help Wendy McCallum between 10.30am and 12 noon to put name tags on the gowns 
·  Help give out the gowns to the students between 12 noon and 6.30pm 
·  Collect the gowns in the evening at UWA (~ 9pm to 10.30 pm) 
·  Help iron the 500 hoods! 
 

All offers of help will be much appreciated – you may even like to bring a friend with you! 
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CONGRATULATIONS  
 

Congratulations to Hope Alexander. On being nominated by 
her former boss at TAFE, and gaining  inclusion in the "Who's 
who of Australian women - Hope & Courage, 2010" released 
in March 2010.  
  
The book is a tribute to women who "dedicate themselves to 
the welfare and benefit of others". The brief was to name "an 
outstanding individual ... who has given them hope and 
courage" ...  and "extraordinary women who have been 
instrumental in their local community support services". 
  

 
   
 
"Hope Alexander is a volunteer whom I most admire. Alongside volunteering she is meeting the 
challenges of life head on. She has devoted her middle and latter years to the study of women’s 
health at Edith Cowan University gaining a Masters in Public Health.      
 
As a result Hope has been able to raise the awareness of what is available for all women, especially 
senior women in regards to health issues.  She is able to help women navigate the health system, 
and is an advocate for women in times of need, regularly  conducting  forums  on the above. 
 
Hope holds a number of health consumer representative positions which inform doctors, medical 
students, consumers and allied health professionals.  
 

Some of the projects in which Hope is engaged include: 
·  University of Western Australia Dept. of Population Health Seniors’ 

Consultation Panel  
·  Member and former board member, Health Consumers’ Council WA  
·  Board member, Genetic Support Council WA  
·  WA Biobanking project 
·  Community Consultant on Health and Wellness  

  
Hope Alexander’s devotion to health issues has impressed me with her very positive outlook 
working through challenges which have crossed her path and those of others. She remains 
committed to improving the lot of others. She herself is a survivor of cancer. 
 
She was instrumental in lobbying for free/subsidised prostheses through Medicare for survivors of 
mastectomies. She is constantly on the lookout to better the life of women and a firm believer in 
women’s rights.  
 
I employed Hope as an educator for women returning to the workforce. I admired how the students 
warmed to her as she listened to their concerns and was able to inspire them to move forward. 
 
She is truly a remarkable person. She is an advocate for all women. Her courage and inspiration are 
to be admired. Her being radiates positiveness". 
 
 

Hope Alexander 
 (Photograph Courtesy of sallydexter.com) 



 6 

AFUWWA AWARD WINNER  SUBMITS THESIS 
 
Early in July, Maria Grade Godinho, the 2008 Mary and Elsie Stevens Bursary Winner, 
contacted AFUWWA: 
 
 I am writing to you share the news with the AFUW (WA) about the submission of my PhD thesis 
last Friday (6th July). I am very happy and relieved with the closure of this stage of my life and 
looking forward to moving on. I am planning to travel around south-east Asia for the next six 
months and then to settle in Edinburgh, Scotland, for the next few years. 
  
I am very grateful for the support I received from the AFUW (WA), in terms of the Mary and Elsie 
Stevens Bursary, but also because I always felt very welcomed to all the functions I attended. I 
would like to continue to be a member while I live in the UK, if that is possible, … because I intend 
to return to Australia in a few year’s time. 
  
...Please, share with all the ladies my deepest gratitude for your support during my studies. 
  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maria submits her thesis, with good friend and fellow AFUWWA 
member Evelyne Duplazes in the background. 

Enjoying the moment 

AFUWWA congratulates Maria on the 
submission of her thesis. 
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AFUWWA RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIP  
winner at 

 THE UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME AUSTRALIA. 
 
The scholarship was awarded to Ms Madison Lloyd-Jones for a project regarding women and the 
Second World War, with a particular emphasis on the experience of women in Fremantle during the 
positioning of American servicemen here from 1942-45. 
 
Madison is a PhD candidate in the School of Arts and Sciences at the University of Notre Dame 
Australia. She has long combined an interest in history and international relations in her studies, 
both at Honours and postgraduate level.  From 2006 to 2007 she was positioned at Boston College 
in the United States as a study abroad student of Notre Dame.  Since then she has retained an 
interest in Australian-American relations.  Her Honours project considered the transition of the 
Australian imperial relationship with Britain to a ‘special’ relationship with the United States, 
considering the degree to which Australia could have been labelled a ‘new dominion’ of the US in 
the Howard years (a suggestion provoked by the political commenter, Robert Manne).  She has, 
more recently, continued this Australian-US interest in her PhD research.  While her PhD started as 
a consideration of strategic defence issues, she quickly shifted its emphasis to the role of the 
American servicemen during World War Two in Fremantle, and the impact of that on women and 
their experience of war. 
 
The Federation of Women scholarship enabled Madison to undertake new research into the local 
history of Fremantle’s women during war time, undertake substantial archival research, and the 
popular and social impact of the American alliance.  She has had several terrific outcomes of this 
research already, including the delivery of a very well received conference paper at the Australian 
Historical Association conference in July 2010 and two public addresses in Heritage Week.  She has 
recently been invited to present a conference paper based on this research at the annual Fremantle 
Historical Society conference;  I also expect that the work will be developed into a journal article 
for publication within the next few months. 
 
Associate Professor Deborah Gare, Associate Dean, School of Arts and Sciences, University of 
Notre Dame, Australia. 
 
 
 

COMMITTEE MEETING DATES 2010  
 

September       Wednesday 1st             6:00pm 

October           Wednesday 6th           6:00pm 

 November      Wednesday 3rd            6:00pm�

�

�
Acknowledgment: www.womennpower.com 
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LITERARY AFTERNOON TEA 
 
The poet, the potter and the comestibles..... 
 
The long awaited literary afternoon finally arrived and a wonderful crowd of members and friends 
were thoroughly entertained in body and spirit by two talented people. First to captivate the 
audience was Rachael Petridis who read from her newly released poetry collection "Sundecked" - a 
wonderful little book that members are keen to own. Next was our own Karen Wood who spun the 
incredible journey of completing her book "Tableware in Clay" that is unfortunately not for sale. 
She shared her passion and gave us an insight into the many experiences that culminated in the 
publication of the book. 
 
A thoroughly enjoyable event culminating in a scrumptious high tea!!!  
 
Hilary Silbert, Event Organiser 
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ST CATHERINE’S COLLEGE REPORT 
 
It was decided in 2009 that Council meetings would be every two months after a tradition of 
quarterly meetings.  
 

The Council Meeting dates for 2010 were held on Tuesdays as follows: 
2nd  February, 6th April, 1st June  and 3rd  August with  5th  October and 7th  December still to occur. 
 

I am honoured to have served as the AFUW representative since 2006, following a long tradition of 
AFUW members being involved with the College since its inception. To quote from the history: 
Within a few months of the formation of the Western Australian Association of University Women 
the possibility of establishing a women’s college was being discussed. The original suggestion in 
1923 came from the President, Dr Roberta Jull, who was aware that claims for university land were 
being made for the establishment of other residential colleges. Today she is commemorated at the 
College by the naming of a room. In 1927 the W.A Association of University Women donated 25 
pounds as the nucleus for a scholarship fund for the new Women’s College. A representative of the 
Graduate Women’s Association was appointed to Council in 1933 and to this day, there has been 
continuous representation serving two consecutive terms of three years on the College Council.1987 
saw the commencement of the AFUW(WA) bursary as one of only three scholarships and worth 
$450.  
  
This year the relationship between the College and AFUW (WA) will be published in their Alumni 
magazine “The Aikaterine”. 
 

A major focus continues to be building more accommodation with consultants on board and a range 
of options for funding. The College was badly affected by the hailstorms in March and is still 
involved with restoration.  
 

I have attended the following events at St Catherine’s:  St Catherine's Day Dinner on the 25th of 
November, the Commencement Dinner on Thursday 25th of February and the Faculty Dinner on 
Monday May 10th.  At the Commencement Dinner I presented the 2010 winner Lauren Kelly with 
the AFUW WA scholarship, now worth $4000.Both Lauren Kelly and Selina Metternick Jones (the 
2009 winner) were invited, along with all the other prize winners, to the May Presentation night and 
were able to meet members. I have been on the scholarship assessment panel for three years. 
 
Hilary Silbert - AFUW (WA) delegate 
 

AFUWWA BOOK CLUB MEETING DATES 2010 
 

September Thursday 16th and Saturday 25th 

 

October  Thursday 21st and Saturday 23rd�

�

�

Acknowledgment: www. gavilan.edu 

 

 

November  Thursday 18th and Saturday 27th�
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AFUWWA’S LINK TO ST CATHERINE’S COLLEGE 
 
Within a few months of the formation of the Western Australian Association of University Women 
the possibility of establishing a women’s college was being discussed. The original suggestion in 
1923 came from the President, Dr Roberta Jull, who was aware that claims for university land were 
being made for the establishment of other residential colleges. Today she is commemorated at the 
College by the naming of a room. 
 
In 1927, the WA Association of University Women donated £25 as the nucleus for a scholarship 
fund for the new Women’s College. A representative of the Graduate Women’s Association was 
appointed to Council in 1933 and to this day, there has been continuous representation serving two 
consecutive terms of three years on the College Council.  
 
At the AFUW (WA) General Meeting held on 22 October 1985, the following notice of motion was 
accepted: “In recognition of the facilities provided for our meetings by St Catherine’s College, 
AFUW(WA) provide a boarding subsidy of $10 per week for 33 weeks for a postgraduate woman 
student in need to enable her to live in college in 1986” thus heralding the beginnings of the AFUW 
scholarship awarded for nearly 25 years. 
  
The first winner in 1986 was Kwok Sau Fong ($330). In 1987 this was increased to $15 per week 
with installments to be paid at the beginning of each term. To fast forward to 2010, $4,000 was 
awarded to Lauren Kelly. 
  
The strong relationship between St Catherine’s College and the graduate women remains. St 
Catherine’s College is regularly the venue for AFUW events and the scholarship has regularly 
increased in value and continued to be awarded to a rural student. The links with AFUW women 
continues today through College Scholarships: the Joyce Riley, the Enid Russell, the Jean Rogerson 
and the M.E.Wood scholarships – all honour women who were President of AFUW (WA).  
Amongst the Fellows of the College are members of the Association who have given special service 
to St Catherine’s College: Dr Roberta Jull, Mrs Ruth Johnson, Dr Merab Tauman, Miss Mollie 
Lukis, Miss May Marshall, Dr Susan Boyd, Clinical Professor Lesley Cala, Miss Barbara Hale and 
Hon. Dr Carmen Lawrence and Yvonne Rate. 
 
Long may the relationship continue! 
 
Hilary Silbert , AFUW (WA),  St Catherine’s College Council 
 

AFUWWA POETRY CLUB MEETING DATES 2010 
 

September 10.30am Tuesday  14th�

 

October     10.30am Tuesday 12th 

�

�

Acknowledgement:  mozziestar.wordpress.com 

 

November  10.30am Tuesday 9th�
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CHRISTINE MORROW MEMORIAL PRIZES IN FRENCH 
  
Since its inception in 1993 the Christine Morrow Prize is presented annually by AFUW(WA) to 
two first year students of French in the Faculty of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences, UWA. 
Awards are given to one student of French literature and one of French culture. The prizes are made 
possible by donations and fund raising. Christine Morrow’s sister donated $5,000 to the capital in 
1993 and awards are worth $400 each. The main source of income is currently generated from the 
sale of the book "Abominable Epoch" which is the story of Christine’s time in France, surviving 
World War II. An amazing diary, copies cost $10 and are only available from the AFUW(WA) 
office. An excellent read for individuals and book clubs looking for different material, it is worth  
buying or  recommending and thus sustaining our prizes. As a talking book (4 hours 50 minutes), 
narrated by Jocelyn Casteldine, it is available for loan from AFUW (WA) office.  
  
Biography of Christine Morrow BA, DU, Officier D'Academie 
  
Christine was born in 1902 to an old West Australian family - her father was a surveyor on the 
Kalgoorlie goldfields.  Christine went to Perth Modern School and then achieved a Bachelor of Arts 
at the University of Western Australia in 1924 in French and German.  She taught 16 years in 
Secondary schools in WA (notably Albany) and England and gave private lessons to children and 
adults in WA England and France. She won a P&O travel award in 1934.  
 
Christine was at Sorbonne from 1935 where her studies were unfortunately interrupted by illness. 
At the time of the invasion of France she was convalescing in Brittany. There followed an epic 
journey by Christine who hitchhiked across occupied France to Toulouse upon which her diary 
“Abominable Epoch” is based. 
 
At the University of Toulouse she completed her doctoral thesis Le roman irreel, an examination of 
surrealist tendencies in the modern novel. (Docteur de l'Universite de Toulouse). She was resident 
in France for three and a half years and then joined the academic staff of UWA in 1947 in the 
Department of French Studies as a temporary Lecturer in French, a permanent staff member in 1951 
and a Senior Lecturer by 1961. 
 
Christine took study leave in 1955 and attended a course of lectures at the Sorbonne on 20th 
Century literature and history of art. She visited Professor Murdoch, a Chancellor of UWA, who 
was one of her referees.   
 
In 1962 Christine again took study leave spending most of the year in France to improve her 
knowledge of French literature and general civilisation in the 18th century. Christine retired from 
UWA December 1967.  
 
She was especially remembered for her contribution to language teaching in WA. She was President 
of the Modern Language Teachers Association of Western Australia for various periods from 1953 
and made a major contribution to the Associations revival and development in the 1950s. She was a 
member of the Council of AFUW from 1951 to 1953. Her service to the cause of France was 
recognised in 1947 when she was named Chevalier dans L'Ordre des Palmes Academiques.  
Christine died on the 27th September 1971 aged 69. 
  
(Based on material from UWA Archives -  University News – September-October 197) 
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PEACE AND HUMAN SECURITY REPORT  
 
 

Lalani Weddikkara and her husband and a group of interested people recently visited the preschool 
in Galle, Sri Lanka. Lalani reports:   
 
“We had a great time at the pre-school. The children gave us a great performance. They also 
provided lunch for all of us. Our friends took many gifts for the pre-school. I handed over some 
money collected from our friends to the pre school committee who run it. 
 
I also handed over the money we collected from the Sri Lankan lunch to the women’s program we 
run. They were very happy as they could teach the sewing and embroidery to another ten young 
women. Many people bought a lot of the sewing done by the women. I gave a speech in Sinhalese 
and English regarding the help from AFUW(WA) and from St. Michael’s, Mt Pleasant.” 
 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2010 
 

October Tuesday 26th      -      7:00pm 

M.E. Wood Room, St Catherine’s College, Nedlands 

ALL WELCOME! 
 
 

AFUWWA EVENTS 
�

�

 

December  Wednesday 8th 

Sundowner-BBQ   

 6:00pm  

ME Wood Room 

St Catherine’s College   Nedlands 

 

AFUWWA MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS REMINDER 
 

Members please note that renewals are now due. Please complete the 
renewal form (on page 13) indicating your preferred method of payment. 
Please submit the form to Karen by fax or email to ensure your 
membership details are up-to-date on our register.  
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AFUW (WA) Inc.  
Membership Renewal Form 

 
Name …………………………………………………….. Address …………………………………………………….  
 
 
Email …………………………………………. Phone M…………………. H…………………. W …………………..  
 

Financial membership of AFUW (WA) automatically establishes you as a member of the national body, 
AFGW, from whom you receive newsletters and the "Graduate Women" magazine; and as a member of the 

international body, IFUW. 
Information provided to AFUW (WA) for your membership will be forwarded to AFGW for the national 

database unless you advise us otherwise. 
Except as in the previous statement, AFUW (WA) and AFGW will not make your information available to any 

person or organisation without your specific consent. 
 

Are you interested in participating in  - 
(Please tick) 

 Advocacy  _ Academic Dress Hire  _  Finance Sub-committee  _ Scholarship Sub-committee _ 

Publicity, including event promotions and newslette rs  _ Poetry Club  Book Club   

�
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP  (1 July 2010 to 30 June 2011)  

_Waged - $100 (incl. GST)                                                              ………… 

_Unwaged or Full time Postgraduate students $60 (incl. GST)  …………  

_Donation to tax deductible scholarship fund                             ………… 
                                                                                  TOTAL  ………… 

Please tick method of payment 

_Cheque / Money Order enclosed  

_Credit Card – Visa / MasterCard (Please circle)  
 
Cardholder’s Name ………………………. ……………………………………………..  
 
Card Number ……………………………………………………………………………...  
 
Expiry Date ………………………………………………………………………………..  
 
Signature ………………………………………………………………………………….  

 _Direct Transfer to AFUW (WA)  
BSB: 016484 Account: 429707746 Note:  Please put your FULL NAME in the narration /payment description.  

 
Tax Invoice: ABN: 78 166 425 907 

 
Please send completed renewal form to:  

The Treasurer, AFUW (WA) Inc.  
PO Box 48  

NEDLANDS WA 6009  
Email: afuwwa@westnet.com.au  

Phone/Fax: (08)93863570 (also for payment by credit  card only) A statement for tax / professional 
purposes will be forwarded if you enclose a stamped self-addressed envelope. 


