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AFUW(WA) COMMITTEE - 2010 
  
President    Margaret Giles   
Vice-Presidents   Jenni Antulov and Felicity Farrelly 
Honorary Treasurer  Alison Hayden 
Committee Members  Wendy McCallum, Lalani Weddikkara,  
                                                 Dorothy Ransom, Mary Dinneen, Evelyne Deplazes   
Newsletter Editor   Susan Dunn 
Immediate Past-President    Lynda Roberts-Hall 
 
CONVENORS  
Status of Women   Barbara Taylor 
Peace and Human Security Lalani Weddikkara 
Resolutions   Lalani Weddikkara 
Education    Kerry Evans 
Fellowships    Hilary Silbert 
International Relations   Kathy Mumford 
 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
The first meeting for 2010 for the national council of Australian Federation of Graduate Women (AFGW) 
(note the name change) was held in Sydney on Saturday 13 March. This was my first attendance as President 
of AFUWWA and Vice President of AFGW. The agenda included reports from national convenors and State 
Presidents as well as reports on two of the national alliances (previously known as WomenSpeak and 
Security4Women) with which we are involved. I was fascinated by and in awe of the knowledge and 
commitment of the participating women, many of whom have been with their State/Territory Association for 
a long time and have had convenor or executive roles. 
 
Marion Jones, AFGW Fellowships Officer, has asked if any members across the country are interested in 
being on the assessment panel for AFGW scholarships. Please email her via Secretary, AFGW: 
afuwoz@bigpond.net.au 
 
National council agreed to lobby non government senators in each State and Territory regarding the paid 
parental leave legislation, noting that the draft legislation is not perfect but that, if it is passed, it can then be 
tweaked over time. I have emailed all non government Senators in WA with replies from some. However, 
the legislation is yet to be put to the Parliament. Anyone interested in commenting on this for the next 
newsletter, please email Karen at the office afuwwa@westnet.com.au 
 
The Triennial Conference 2009 in November 2009 agreed to ‘membership’ as the key theme for the next 
three years and State/Territory Associations are being encouraged to think of ways to retain members and 
encourage new members. I am putting together a matrix of ideas from around the country which will be 
discussed at the next national council meeting in July. If you have any ideas please email me: 
m.giles@ecu.edu.au 
 
We are collecting Australian souvenirs to be sold at the Hegg Hoffet Fund for Displaced Women Graduates 
(see http://www.ifuw.org/hegg-hoffet/index.shtml ) stall at the upcoming IFUW conference in Mexico. If 
you have any craft or can access some locally produced souvenirs, please bring them along to the May 
General Meeting so we can put a box together to be sent to Sydney and taken to Mexico by our delegates.  
At the May General Meeting, we will be discussing possible changes to our Constitution to accommodate the 
name change at the national level and other issues of conduct. At this GM we will also be hearing from our 
2009 bursary winners. I hope to see you there :) 
 
Dr Margaret Giles President, AFUWWA 
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AFUWWA COMMITTEE   
 
Getting to know your committee members… 
 
MARGARET GILES - PRESIDENT 
 

Margaret Giles is a Faculty Research Scholar with the Faculty of 
Business and Law at Edith Cowan University. She has Bachelor and 
Masters degrees and a PhD in economics and has previously worked 
for State and Federal Governments and in the university sector. Most 
recently, Margaret was Silver Chain’s project co-ordinator for a 
Lotterywest funded collaborative project investigating the home 
support needs of adults living at home with neurodegenerative 
disorders. Margaret and her husband Neville celebrate 30 years of 
marriage this year and all three of their adult daughters still live at 
home. They all share the care of a six year old Maltese Shih-Tzu with 
attitude. In addition to her role in AFUWWA, Margaret enjoys weekly 
yoga classes and infrequent visits to the gym. In 2010, work and 
AFGW commitments will mean Margaret is travelling interstate and 
overseas in most months of the year. 

 

GENERAL MEETING - FEBRUARY 2010  

At the General Meeting held on Tuesday 16th February … 

 Virginia Scott gave valued insights into “Women in Local Government: Towards a Strong and 
Sustainable Sector”. Her current knowledge of 

initiatives in the sector provided valuable insights into 
the significant steps being taken by and for women to 

achieve a higher profile and to thereby feel 
increasingly valued in their efforts to make significant 

contributions in their local communities. 

Lynda Roberts-Hall gave a 
lively speech about her 

attendance at the 2009 AFUW 
Triennial Conference in Sydney in November. Lynda thoroughly enjoyed her 

experience and clearly expressed her appreciation for the honour of 
representing AFUWWA. 

 
 
 
 
BURSARY WINNERS’ PRESENTATION 
 

Presentations to AFUWWA Bursary winners will be made at the next 
AFUWWA GENERAL MEETING on May Tuesday 18 th   

  7:00pm  in the M.E. Wood Room, St Catherine’s College, Nedlands. 
 
 



 5 

CONGRATULATIONS AND AWARDS  
 
Recent convocation elections saw three of our members being appointed: 
 
Pauline Tremlett - Council Member and Convenor of Graduate Outreach Committee 
Hilary Silbert - Elected Member of Senate 
Lesley Cala - Council Member�  
 
Further information is available at http://www.graduates.uwa.edu.au/council_and_senate_members 
 
 
CONGRATULATIONS  to AFUWWA member Lesley Cala who was appointed to the 
new Women's Advisory Council by the Hon. Robyn McSweeney, Minister for Women's 
Interests in December 2009 for a two year term. There are 12 members plus a Chairperson 
and meet every 2nd month.  
 
 
ST CATHERINE’S SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 2010 
 

 
Lauren Kelly AFUWWA’s 2010 St Catherine’s College 
Scholarship winner, with Hilary Silbert at the St Catherine’s 
College Commencement Dinner. Lauren was presented with 
the AFUWWA cheque for $4,000 to the College.  
 

Lauren writes to the members of AFUWWA. 
Thank you so much for your enormous generosity when 
considering my application, I really appreciate your support. 
Firstly, I would like to tell you a little bit about my 
background.  
 

I have lived in Kununurra in the far north-east of the 
Kimberley region for my whole like. I completed 
Kindergarten through to Year 12 at the local public school 
and graduated with the P&C Dux award in 2009, as well as 
excellence awards in 4 of my 5 TEE subjects. As well as my 
education, I am also passionate about sport. In 2008 and 

2009, I came runner-up champion girl at the school athletics carnival, where I also qualified for the Regional 
Athletics competition in track and field events. I have also competed in netball, mixed netball, volleyball, 
soccer, girls’ football and mixed touch rugby. 
 

I love feeling part of the community, so in Kununurra over the past few years I have volunteered as a 
member in the local Youth Group, as an under 12’s Netball coach, and in an environmental group called the 
‘Toad Busters’ (eliminating Cane Toads from the Kimberley). I hope that I will be able to continue this 
community involvement during my time in Perth, and I have already joined a community service group at St 
Catherine’s. 
 

This year at the University of Western Australia, I am studying a Bachelor of Science (Human and 
Behavioural) with units in anatomy and human biology, psychology, chemistry, molecular biology, public 
health and biology. Next year I hope to be accepted into Medicine, and eventually take my degree back to a 
rural area to practice, perhaps as a surgeon or specialising in paediatrics, cardiac or renal health, which I have 
witnessed to be serious issues in the Kimberley region. 
 

So far, I love University and College, and I hope to keep you posted on my progress throughout the year. 
 
Lauren Kelly  
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ACADEMIC DRESS HIRE AT UWA 
 
AFUW(WA) hired out regalia to 1012 students and staff over the three weeks during the recent 
UWA Graduations.  
 
A HUGE THANK YOU must go to Wendy McCallum for all her hard work during this time, as 
she works tirelessly here in the office for many weeks. THANK YOU also to the members of the 
AFUW(WA) committee who took on the role of night manager at UWA, allowing me to go home 
by 7 pm every night. 
 
Thank you to all members (and friends) who helped out. Thanks to Fay Power for kind donations in 
lieu of her help. A thank you morning tea was held for these people on Monday 29th March to say 
thank you from AFUW(WA). 
 
Karen Bothwell 
 
 

����������	�
����
to all the following volunteers who helped with  

Academic Dress during the recent UWA Graduations: 

 
Wendy McCallum, Robin Adamson, Joy Anderson, Jenni Antulov, Marcelle Brown, 
Rose Carter, Rhoda Chance, Evelyne Deplazes, Susan Dunn, Jenny Dunlop, Kerry 

Evans, Louise Ewing, Dawn Feddersen, Margaret Giles, Wendy Grace, Barbara Hale, 
Alison Hayden, Jo Hiller, Jenny Jones, Jasmine Lamb, Rebecca Riley, Kathy 

Shellabear, Hilary Silbert, Ann Syddall, Lin Tunks, Jenny van Bockxmeer, Shirley 
Watt, Lalani Weddikkara, Karen Wood and Kay Wright. 

 
 
 
 
A TOUCH OF HUMOUR  for UWA GRADUAND 
 
You never know how far an order might travel! An email arrived at the AFUWWA office 
from the Netherlands to re-assure one graduate … 
  
Attached I am sending you an application form for a suit from ……….., 
which was sent to you by post 10 days ago. Guess what: it arrived to 
PO Box 48 in Utrecht, The Netherlands! As the ceremony date is in 
two weeks, I suggest you contact …….   to reassure him. The return 
envelope with 55 cts. worth of stamps I shall keep as a souvenir…(!)   
Best regards,   Coert Meijer, Office Manager, Utrecht, The Netherlands 
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GRADUANDS ARE FITTED WITH GOWNS 
 
 
Kay Wright (left) assists Wendy McCallum in 
fitting Chantelle Deluca  with her B Comm 
gown while Katharine Bingham (centre back) 
also graduating with B Comm, looks on.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Lovisa Rosnäs is fitted with her gown by Rose  
Carter. Lovisa graduated with B. Comm and 
 gave the Valedictory Address at the recent  
graduation ceremonies.  
Lovisa was also awarded the Christine  
Morrow Memorial Prize in 2007. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ainslie Holloway is fitted with B Comm gown by Rose Carter 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
                     

                         Kay Wright fits Emily Sargent with   
                                    her B Comm. gown. 
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WASESS 
 

 
Participants’ comments appeared in the 
February edition of AFUWWA News. 
For additional insights into both serious 
and ‘fun’ activities, please visit the 
WASESS 2010 Facebook page and 
photos developed by the participants.  
Access details are -   
 
www.facebook.com 
Name:  WASESS 2010 
Category:  Student Groups - Academic 
Groups 
Description:  For all those who Attended the 
WASESS 2010 =D 
Privacy Type:  Open: All content is public. 
 
Jen Bradley 

ST CATHERINE’S SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 2009 -   REPORT 

Selina Metternick-Jones - Winner of the 2009 AFUW(WA) Scholarship at St Catherine’s 
College sends us her report. 
�
College has provided me with an amazing experience. It has allowed me to foster new friendships, 
achieve academically and has facilitated my personal development on a number of levels, and 
receiving the AFUW (WA) scholarship allowed this to happen. 

 St Catherine’s has also been a safe and supportive environment in which 
to live, study and have fun. I believe that I have settled into university life 
well and have been able to form consistently across all areas. I have found 
that even with the change in nature of academic work from high school to 
university I have still been able to perform at a high level. Within college, I 
joined the Community Service focus group for both semesters, the 
Environment group in Semester two and Insight. I was also involved in 
cooking for the Ronald McDonald House and preparing Birthing Kits as 

part of a Zonta initiative.  
 
The biggest program I as able to be involved in last year was the PAALS (Partnering Aussies with 
Aussies for Leadership and Service). This allowed me to travel to Halls Creek with a select group of 
other college residents and run  activities within the school. The aim was to provide the children 
with knowledge of courses of study available to them when they leave high school. We were able to 
work within the classrooms and also ran our own activities for a group of girls on the weekend. As 
a science student I ran a demonstration that included some simple science activities which could be 
repeated at home. During this visit we also travelled around to many different agencies within 
Halls Creek to find out what issues affect the community and the children within it. 
 
Overall receiving this scholarship has meant that I have been able to focus all of my time being 
really involved in college and achieving my best in my studies. I have particularly loved being 
surrounded by new but fantastic friends who have been there whenever you need them. Always 
having people around to talk to has been particularly important. I have also really enjoyed the 

WASESS Participants 2010 - L-R Fatin Tukijan, Hilary Silbert (AFUWWA, Hannah Napier, Jacquelin McCaskin, 
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convenience of living here and the strong relationship between St Cats and the University so that 
we are always in an environment in which we are effectively able to study when we choose to. I 
have found St Cats has really helped me to grow and mature as an individual���
�
Selina Metternick-Jones 

 VISIT FROM FIJI ASSOCIATION OF WOMEN GRADUATES  

I had the pleasure of providing accommodation for two ladies from the University of the South Pacific from 
the 17th – 19th March.  Lily Vesikula (Head of the University Council Secretariat) and Elizabeth Fong 
(Deputy University Librarian) were in Perth to see how ECU manages print and electronic records. 
 
Lily previously visited Perth in 1992 
for out International Conference and 
Elizabeth attended our National 
Conference in Sydney last year. 
 
ECU was most helpful to them and 
they were very happy with the 
information given and the treatment 
they received at the University.  They 
spent most of their time at the 
University so there was very little 
time for sightseeing and leisure.  
However, we did manage a visit to 
Kings Park on the way home from the 
airport and I also drove them up the 
coast one morning on the way to 
ECU. Unfortunately, there was no 
time available for them to meet other 
members at our Headquarters. They 
were keen to meet up with the three of us who had been in Sydney. 
 
On the first evening, Lynda Roberts-Hall and I entertained them at an Indonesian Restaurant in Northbridge 
and on the last evening, Lalani Weddikkara and her husband brought Indian food to my house, which we 
combined with Chinese to have a tasty banquet.  A very good time was had by all which demonstrates the 
wonderful network and friendships that can eventuate from belonging to IFUW. 

 
Wendy McCallum 
 
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY UNIFEM BREAKFAST   
 
A table of AFUWWA members were fortunate enough to represent the AFUW WA and attend this breakfast 
at the Hyatt Hotel on Monday 8th March. 
 
It was an early start as we were asked to be seated by 7.15!  There were over 550 people booked in for the 
breakfast and a couple of additional tables were set up. 
 
We noted that whilst there were mostly women in attendance, there were a number of men located amongst 
the various tables.  The host for the event was Verity James and the official guests included The Honourable 
Robyn McSweeney MLC (Minister for Women’s Interests) who opened the event.  The Honourable Stephen 
Smith, Minister for Foreign Affairs also spoke and it was interesting to see that he stayed to listen to Dr 
Hamidah Marican from Malaysia.  He mentioned in his speech that he was meeting with a delegation from 
Indonesia very soon. 
 

L-R: Elizabeth Fong, Wendy McCallum, Lily Vesikula and Lalani Weddikkara. 
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Whilst the event was organized by UNIFEM, projects to support migrant women in Indonesia were the main 
focus of the fund raising on this occasion.  This serves part of the Millennium Goal projects. 
 
Messages were also read from The Prime Minister and Nicole Kidman (video presentation) who is a 
UNIFEM ambassador.  

 
The first guest speaker, was Elizabeth Shaw, an inspiring 
Citizen of the Year (2009) youth category, who is also 
UNIFEM youth organizer in WA.  Elizabeth spoke about 
her visit to the UN last year and the impact on her life and 
her future work.  She is an inspiring model for young 
people. 
 
 
 
 
 

The International speaker was who received a standing 
ovation after her speech which informed the audience 
of the problems faced by Muslim  women in Malaysia 
and their fight for equality and voice.  She relayed 
some of the personal issues she faced for speaking up 
against fundamental religious groups and the 
Malaysian Government and the possibility of 
persecution she might face if arrested along with other 
women.  Dr Marican is indeed a brave and passionate 
woman and represents a group known as the Sisters in 
Islam.   
 
(Sisters in Islam (SIS) is a group of Muslim women committed to promoting the rights of women within the 
framework of Islam. “ Our efforts to promote the rights of Muslim women are based on the principles of 
equality, justice and freedom enjoined by the Qur’an as made evident during our study of the holy text” ).   
 
http://www.sistersinislam.org.my/index.php?option=com_frontpage&Itemid=1 
The event was supported by groups in WA including AFUWWA.  
 
Participants were encouraged to become members of UNIFEM.  http://www.unifem.org.au/.   
 
It was also noted that UNIFEM have now set up a blog to discuss gender and women’s issues and you are 
invited to make comments. 
 
http://www.genderequalityonline.org.au/GEO/index.htm 
 
Barbara Taylor  
 
Thanks are extended to all who assisted Lynda Roberts-Hall with satchel stuffing on the Sunday prior to the 
breakfast and which was completed at 6pm at the Hyatt.  
 

FUTURE HEALTH CARE - NEW LAWS 
 
Western Australians will be able to make important decisions regarding their future medical 
treatment and lifestyle choices, under new legislation which became effective from 15th February 
2010. The Dept of Health Booklet and AHD Form are being sent to members via e-news. See the 
media release: http://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/Results.aspx?ItemId=133128   
 
Hope Alexander 

Elizabeth Shaw 

Dr Hamidah Marican  
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BREAKFAST with Award W inning DR NADINE PERLEN 
 
Limited places to hear this woman of achievement’s inaugural 
presentation!  
 
When: Sunday 2nd May 2010 @ 8.30am for 9 am start  
 
Where: Moores Cafe, 46 Henry St Fremantle 

"Pursuing the Passion - and Staying Well" 
 
Nadine is the RACGP 2009 General Practice Supervisor of the Year 
working at Lockridge Medical centre. She trains and mentors, visits 

rural WA, is a business director, examiner, wife, mother, musical, fit..............Hear how she keeps 
all the balls in the air! 

With appeal to both a general audience and the medical world as a person who has many roles and 
is passionate about her career, be sure to BOOK EARLY! 

(AFUWWA has been allocated a room, a rare occurrence at this popular venue, so guests can arrive 
and order breakfast before the general crowds descend! Guests can then enjoy Fremantle for the rest 
of the day. ) 

Cost to you - the price of your breakfast   Bookings essential – AFUWWA Office  - 9386 3570 
 
 
 HEALTH CONSUMERS' COUNCIL WA PUBLIC FORUM  
 
The Health Consumers' Council WA (HCC) is holding a free public forum on the Advanced health 
directive. 
  
Date:          Friday 25 June 2010 
  
Time:         9.30 am - 1 pm 
  
Venue:      St Catherine's College (UWA) 2 Park Road, Nedlands 
  
Contact:    Phone 9221 3422 or email  info@hconc.org.au to register for this free workshop.  
 
         Registrations close Friday 11 June 2010 
 

AFUWWA POETRY CLUB MEETING DATES 2010 
NEW MEMBERS 

WELCOME! 
VENUE:  AFUWWA House                     

4 Park Rd Nedlands 

April  10.30am Tuesday 13th August        10.30am Tuesday 10th�

May  10.30am Tuesday 11th September 10.30am Tuesday  14th 

June  10.30am Tuesday 8th October     10.30am Tuesday 12th 

July    10.30am Tuesday 13th 

Broome Sunset Cable Beach © 

November  10.30am Tuesday 9th 
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SRI LANKAN LUNCHEON �
 

Proceeds to the Pre-School AFUW(WA) supports in Galle. 
Food cooked by Lalani and her family. 

�
Limited places.       Bookings essential.      Will sell out.�

�
Time: 12.30pm  

�
Place: AFUW(WA) Headquarters on the terrace, 4 Park Road 

�
Date: SUNDAY 18th April �

Donation: $30 
�

RSVP to Karen 9386 3570 or Email: afuwwa@westnet.com.au 

Pre School in Galle under construction               

Children at pre-school in Galle 

 
 
UWA CENTENARY TRUST FOR WOMEN ANNUAL DINNER  
 

Forthcoming Event - ANNUAL DINNER   -  Speaker- Jo Horgan 
 

Watch AFUWWA  e-news for the date, time and venue! 

The UWA Centenary Trust for Women holds a gala lunch each year on the third Sunday in July. 
Information on the hugely successful 2009 lunch is on the CTW past events webpage. Details on 

the 2010 lunch will be available shortly. 

(Acknowledgment:  Information from www.development.uwa.edu.au/donate/ctw) 
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ENJOY A YABBY DINNER IN KUKERIN 
 

Members who attended an AFUWWA rural initiatives 
seminar a few years ago may recall Mary Nenke’s  yabbies 
escaping during the course of her speech, to cause some 
laughter and mayhem later in the evening as they found their 
way around St Catherine’s College!  
 
Mary’s daughter graduated in March this year. When hiring 
her gown we were reminded of the hilarity caused by the 
escapees and learned of an exciting dinner event held 
annually in Kukerin, the dinner being an outcome of seeds 
sown at the seminar. Cambinata Yabbies is an award 
winning business venture. Read more at ….  

 
www.cambinatayabbies.com.au 

 
. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

AFUWWA ANNUAL DINNER 
 
Marilyn Phillips is the guest speaker at the AFUWWA Annual Dinner to be held on Thursday 17th June at 
Matilda Bay Restaurant. 
 

Marilyn Phillips was born in Wales and studied at the Royal Academy of  Music where she was awarded a 
Ralph Vaughan Williams Scholarship for advanced studies in piano accompaniment. As an accompanist, she 
has performed in major London concert halls, including the Royal Albert Hall, the Royal Festival Hall, and 
the Wigmore Hall, and venues in Western Europe and the USA. She has broadcast frequently on BBC 
television and radio and ABC Classic FM, with recordings released by the BBC and EMI.  
 

Her principal engagements have included award-winning London productions of Carmen Jones, Don 
Giovanni, The Marriage of Figaro, and La Cenerentola, and productions with Papagena Opera and Michigan 
Opera Theatre in the USA. She has also worked extensively with many noted choruses including the Bach 
Singers, the London City Philharmonic, and  
the BBC Singers.  
 

Marilyn was Head of Music with West Australian Opera from 1995 to 2005, and during that time worked on 
over twenty five productions with the Company, including the Helpmann Award winning Batavia. She was 
Chorus Director for the Perth International Arts Festival concert performance of Götterdämmerung and for 
His Majesty’s Theatre Centenary Celebration performance of Carmina Burana.   
 

Marilyn was appointed Chorus Director of the West Australian Symphony Orchestra Chorus in January 
2006, and to date she has worked with internationally renowned conductors and established the WASO 
Chorus as one of the finest choruses in Australia.  
 

Marilyn is an elected Associate of the Royal Academy of  Music, and in 2000 was awarded a Centenary 
Medal for services to Australian opera. She is known as one of Australia’s most versatile accompanists, 
equally at home with Bach or Bacharach.  She continues to work as vocal coach with West Australian 
singers now following international careers, and recent recital performances have included broadcasts on 
ABC Classic FM. 
 

Ann, Mary, Michael, and Suzanne Nenke, 
 at the Western Australian Citizen of the Year Awards 

Acknowledgment: Pictures from Cambinata Yabbies website. 
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GENDER PAY GAP 
 
Minister for the Status of Women Hon Tanya Plibersek 
Report on the Gender Pay Gap can be accessed through: 
http://www.tanyaplibersek.fahcsia.gov.au/internet/tanyaplibersek.nsf/content/gender_pay_15mar2010.htm 
 
Barbara Taylor - Convenor -  Status of Women 
 
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL PETITION AGAINST WOMEN AND VI OLENCE IN PNG 
 

Across Papua New Guinea (PNG), two thirds of women experience physical violence at the hands of their 
husbands. In at least one region, it is close to 100 per cent. And 60 per cent of men have admitted to being 
involved in at least one gang rape. 
 
PNG's Prime Minister, Sir Michael Somare, has publicly called on husbands to stop the violence, saying he 
is ashamed of the high levels in his country. 
 
This July, the Government of PNG is due to report to the United Nations about the steps it is taking to 
protect women. We plan to present Prime Minister Somare with this petition, to let him know the eyes of the 
world are watching and that we expect real action for women in PNG. 
 
Stand in solidarity with women in PNG, sign the petition now 
http://www.amnesty.org.au/action/action/22175/&utm_source=svawpngiwd&utm_medium=email&utm_con
tent=email+article+end+link 
 
Barbara Taylor – Convenor Status of Women 

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN ( IFUW )  
NEWS 

30th IFUW Conference 

With excitement and pleasure, I invite you to join in our 30th Triennial 
Conference in Mexico City from the 5th to 9th of August 2010. What an 
opportunity to experience the depth of history, culture and colour of Mexico. It 
is a time to celebrate the achievements of our national affiliates, independent 
members and international work. Our theme "Education, Empowerment, 
Development" challenges us to explore the intertwined issues that will lead to 
fulfilment of the Beijing Platform for Action global and local objectives for 
women and girls. The Mexican Federation of University Women is planning an 
exciting week.  Join us for IFUW 90th birthday celebrations and experience the 
commemoration of Mexico's 200th year of independence.  

AFGW nominated workshops for the IFUW Conference have been accepted by 
IFUW from Kathy Mumford (WA) "Academic English for immigrant/refugee 

women" and Dr Madeleine Laming (VIC) "Sexualisation of Girls in the media".   

Online registration is open.  For full details, please see 
www.ifuw.org/ifuw2010/index.shtml. 

A printable copy of the registration information is available at 
http://www.ifuw.org/ifuw2010/docs/2010_registration_info.pdf  

Louise Croot, IFUW President 
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IFUW   BLOG SITE 

Have you visited the IFUW website recently?  http://www.ifuw.org/index.shtml 

The site is a comprehensive information and action site for the IFUW.  It has links to other sites including the 
United Nations with links to significant UN reports of interest (The Millennium Report 2009 is an interesting 
up to date document on the status of its goals and outcomes for 2015).   

http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/pdf/MDG_Report_2009_ENG.pdf 

The IFUW site also has an area where you can ‘blog’ and make comments on significant topics of interest.  
The IFUW network suggests that you might like to comment on the following: 

Much attention is given to the gender pay gap, but one hears much less about the increasing gender pension 
gap. 

Pension systems are usually based on employment related contributions. Women’s working patterns – long 
career breaks because of child rearing, part-time work , lower salaries and lower retirement ages – all result 
in reduced pension benefits. 
 
What is the situation in your country? How can the gender pension gap be addressed? How do you think 
women can build a financially secure future? 
 
Read more and write your comments here: 
http://www.ifuw-forums.org/blog/2010/01/27/what-about-the-gender-pension-gap/ 

What is a blog?  Who can contribute? 

The word blog is short for web log. It is a very useful means of communicating with others and a good way 
to keep people in touch with material that could be interesting to them.  Sometimes you need a password to 
log on and respond to comments or create your own points of view. 

Barbara Taylor   - Convenor - Status of Women 

LATEST IFUW BLOG 
 
What happened to 100 million baby girls? 
The latest IFUW blog examines the problem of gendercide - the "disappearance" of an estimated 100 million 
baby girls, either killed, aborted or neglected.  Due to the traditional preference for sons and a modern desire 
for smaller families, along with the help of modern technologies, distorted sex ratios are unbalancing 
societies in many parts of the world. In China and northern India for example, the sex ratios for children born 
in the early 2000s has risen to 120 boys to 100 girls, as opposed to the usual 103 boys to 100 girls.  This has 
repercussions on all areas of society. For example, a shortage of brides is already a problem in some parts of 
the world, especially as rootless young males are associated with higher crime rates. 
 
Is gender preference an issue in your country? What actions needs to be taken to protect baby girls? 
Read the full blog post and leave a comment here: http://www.ifuw-forums.org/blog/ 
 
Older blog posts: 
 
Implementing the Beijing Platform for Action  
How far has implementation of the Platform For Action come in your country? What are the biggest 
remaining barriers and challenges? 
Read more: http://www.ifuw-forums.org/blog/2010/02/24/implementing-the-beijing-platform-for-action/ 
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Sexual Violence in War 
The last decade shows alarming figures: 250,000-500,000 women and girls were raped during the genocide 
in Rwanda, 20,000-50,000 women and girls were raped during the war in Bosnia-Herzegovina, an average of 
40 women and girls are raped every day in South Kivu, Congo. 
 
"Violence against women is the most common but least punished crime in the worldŠIn far too many parts of 
the world women are excluded from the decision-making process and from conflict resolution and 
peacekeeping. This absolutely has to change" commented Ms Wallstöm, Special Representative on Sexual 
Violence in Conflict. 
Read more: http://www.ifuw-forums.org/blog/2010/02/10/sexual-violence-in-war/ 
-- 
International Federation of University Women 
10 rue du Lac, 1207 Geneva, Switzerland 
Tel: (+41 22) 731 23 80; Fax: (+41 22) 738 04 40 
ifuw@ifuw.org 
��
Dr Dorothy W Collin 
 

AFUWWA HOUSE  - STORM DAMAGE 
 

The storm on the 22nd March caused quite a bit of damage at 4 and 4A Park Road. Windows were 
broken in the flat and the tenants phoned Shellabears immediately and were fortunate to have the 
glass replaced in the middle of the night. Other minor damage was caused and will be attended to. 
 

Unfortunately three of the windows were broken in our front room and one in the kitchen. The 
scene on the morning of the 23rd was chaotic. Broken glass was strewn all over the carpet. The 
carpet was very wet and curtain lining cut with the broken glass. Fortunately the gowns were not 
affected. 
 

The street trees were stripped of leaves and the yard and courtyard were totally covered with broken 
branches, twigs, nuts and leaves, as well as broken glass. 
 

Karen phoned Shellabears and a handyman came to cover the broken glass with black plastic. The 
insurance company was also phoned and we were put in a queue for our problems to be fixed. 
Windows and screens were finally replaced at Easter. Carpets and curtains will be attended to soon. 
 

Thanks to Karen Bothwell and her husband Noel for all the hard work with bringing 4 Park Road 
back to normal. 
 

Wendy McCallum 
 
ERICA JOLLY – NEW PUBLICATION 
 
Erica Jolly’s new book – Challenging the Divide: Approaches to Science and Poetry was published 
recently. 

‘Ever since Descartes there has been vigorous debate about the 
separation of mind and body, and of rational thought and feeling. In 
her book, Jolly argues dualistic views and proposes cross-fertilisation 
between sciences and poetry’. (Adapted from Lythrum Press flier)  
www.lythrumpress.com.au/publish/ 
Further information about Erica Jolly at  
ww.thylazine.org/directory/directk/  
 
(Acknowldegemetn: Photo of Erica Jolly by Ben Harkin, 2002 accessed on 

wwwwww.thylazine.org/directory/directj/.) 
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ROOM TO READ   
 

A most interesting and fascinating interview was held  on ABCfm recenty with Margaret Throsby 
interviewing John Wood. The interview is able to be downloaded, and has  some inspiring ideas that  
may be useful to our members. The organisation headed by John Wood iis called 'Room to Read' which has a 
lot in common with IFUW goals. In particular, they have a program for girls education scholarships in third 
world countries. 
 
Mary Dineen 
 
The following information is from Room to Read website: www.roomtoread.org 

 

Room to Read is Born: 1998 – 2000 
It all started with a case of job burnout. As an overworked Microsoft executive, John Wood escaped to 
Nepal for a much-needed backpacking getaway. While hiking in the Himalayas, John met a Nepalese 
“Education Resource Officer” who invited him to visit a school in a neighboring village. Little did John 
know that this short detour would change his life forever. At the school, John saw the harsh reality 
confronting not only this village, but millions of Nepalese children – a dilapidated schoolroom and a severe 
shortage of books. John was stunned to discover that the few books this school had had – a Danielle Steele 
romance, the Lonely Planet Guide to Mongolia, and a few other backpacker castoffs – were so precious that 
they were kept under lock and key...to protect them from the children! 
 

       
As John left the village, the headmaster made a simple 
request: "Perhaps, Sir, you will someday come back with 
books." His request would not go unheard. John emailed 
friends asking for help collecting children's books, and 
within two months had collected over 3,000 books. The 
following year, John and his father, accompanied by a 
train of eight book-bearing donkeys, returned to the 
village in Nepal. Seeing the faces of the children with the 
books convinced John to leave the corporate world and 
devote himself to becoming the Andrew Carnegie of the 
developing world. In late 1999, John quit his executive 

position with Microsoft and started Room to Read. 
Beginning in Nepal, John and his Nepali Co-Founder, Dinesh Shrestha, started by working with rural 
communities to build schools (School Room) and establish libraries (Reading Room).  
 

Girls' Education 
42% of girls in developing countries are not enrolled in school 

"When you educate a girl, you educate the next generation." 
 

BOOK CLUB MEETING DATES 2010 - UPDATE 
April  Thursday 15th and Saturday 24th August       Thursday 19th and Saturday 28th 

May  Thursday 20th and Saturday 22nd September Thursday 16th and Saturday 25th�

June Thursday 24th and Saturday 26th October    Thursday 21st and Saturday 23rd 

July  Thursday 15th and Saturday 24th 

Venue: 

AFUWWA  

4 Park Rd 

Nedlands November  Thursday 18th and Saturday 27th 
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UPDATE YOUR CALENDARS 
 

AFUWWA EVENTS 2010  
April          Sunday 18th  � Sri Lankan Lunch  12.30pm AFUWWA House, 4 Park Rd 

Nedlands,  $30 pp donation 

May           � Sunday 2nd Breakfast with Nadine Perlen "Pursuing the Passion - and 
Staying Well"  @   8.30am Moores Cafe, 46 Henry St 
Fremantle 

May           Tuesday 18th� Bursary Winners’ Presentation  7:00pm  ME Wood Room, St 
Catherine’s College, Nedlands  

June           Thursday 17th� AFUWWA Annual Dinner  - Matilda Bay Restaurant, Nedlands 

August       Saturday 30th  � Literary Function  and High Tea (TBC) 

December  Monday 6th or 
Wednesday 8th�

Sundowner-BBQ   6:00pm ME Wood Room, St Catherine’s 
College, Nedlands 

 

IFUW and OTHER EVENTS  
 June  Friday 25th� The Health Consumers' Council WA (HCC), free public forum, 9.30 

am - 1 pm on the Advanced Health Directive (see article) 

July  Date TBC� Centenary Trust for Women Annual Dinner 

August     5th -9th   � 30th IFUW 2010 Conference Mexico City (see article) 

May  Tuesday 25th� OMEP Inc – “ Children’s Concerns: What is being done and what 
can be done” featuring Michelle Scott, Commissioner for Children and 
Young People (see article) 

 

GENERAL MEETINGS and AGM 2010 
May Tuesday 18th  7:00pm  in M.E. Wood 
Room, St Catherine’s College, Nedlands 
Bursary Winners’ Presentation 

August  Saturday 30th Literary Function and 
High Tea (Venue/Time: TBA ) 

October Tuesday 26th   AGM   

7:00pm in M.E. Wood Room, St 
Catherine’s College, Nedlands 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING DATES 2010 
May           Wednesday 4th  6:00pm� September � Wednesday 1st 6:00pm�

June         Wednesday 2nd  6:00pm� October      Wednesday 6th 6:00pm�

July             Wednesday 7th  6:00pm�

August        Wednesday 3rd  6:00pm�
 

November  � Wednesday 3rd 6:00pm�

 


