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Rhonda Alicia Beattie Ancestors 

Great, Great, Grand Parents (Neeld) 

Freder ick Neeld Snr , was born in 1830.at Stangate Street London and Died 28 April 
1916 aged 86 at Wyalong NSW. He left London for Australia on 15th May 1849 on 
board The "Duke of Bronte". He married Elizabeth Wootin (Bn 1835 ) and they 
married at St Peters church Melbourne on 6Th September 1852. Elizabeth died 23 
May 1898 

He was present at the Ballarat Gold Rush and the Eureka riots. He was at the gold 
rushes at Castlemaine, Daisy Hill, Kangaroo Flat and Bendigo. 

His Son George moved to the Wyalong District and selected 2560 acres of land. 
Frederick and his family soon followed. The first bark hut was situated in what is now 
known as Neeld Street opposite Wyalong House in West Wyalong. The Neelds 
discovered Gold and by December 1893 they had discovered every reef on the gold 
fields. Mr Neeld was Deputy Sherrif of the district. 

The All Saints Church building at Wyalong was a gift of Frederick Neeld Snr. 

Although Frederick was the Pioneer of Wyalong, history claims that his Son George 
was the real Pioneer because he was the first prospector and if any reward by the 
Government was due for the discovery of Wyalong then that should go to the son of 
Frederick Neeld Snr, George Neeld 

Children Of Freder ick Snr  and Elizabeth Neeld (nee Wootin).  

Richard Neeld born 1856 at Maldon Victoria He married Anna Francisca Helena 
Weise at Harkaway, She was born at Harkaway Victoria 
Joseph George Neeld, born 1857 Dunolly Victoria married Bertha 
Ernest Neeld died 1947 
John Neeld born 1867 Known as" Locksley" the Champion Shooter died April 1924  
Henry Edward Neeld Died 1944 
William Neeld, married Catherine Alice Gagie died 1942 
Louisa Frederick Neeld died 1913 
Frederick Neeld Jnr born 1859 Talbot Victoria died 14 March 1913 at Wyalong. He 
married Ada Lori in Melbourne  

Ernest Alfred born Newbridge Victoria1863 died Nathalia Victoria 25 September 
1947 
George Wooton Neeld (died Infancy) 
George Wooton Neeld (the second) born 1871 Victoria died 1902 in Melbourne 

Great,Grand Parents (Neeld) 

Richard Neeld born 1856 at Maldon Victoria He married Anna Francisca Helena 
Weise at Harkaway, She was born at Harkaway Victoria 
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Anna was the daughter of Wilhelm Weise and Anna Elizabeth Riega 
Richard was a Blacksmith 

 

Richard died 3 November 1934 aged 78 years. 
Anna died 21 May 1935 aged 72 years 

Children of Richard and Anna Neeld (nee Weise) 

Annie (became Mrs Roveston) Details unknown 
Walter  Weise Neeld,. He served in the Army during the First World War and 
participated in the Gallipoli campaign and later in France after his Brother Harry was 
KIA. After the War he continued in his trade as a bricklayer. He met and married 
Alma Violet Beckett. He continued in his trade until the outbreak of World War Two 
when he enlisted again but remained in Australia, serving at the Cowra Prisoner of 
War camp. 
Wilfred (Wilfy) Neeld.. Details unknown 
Alice (became Mrs J Toole) Details unknown 
Frederick William Neeld born 1881 at Hotham Victoria and died 29 December 1901 
aged 20 years he was a Blacksmith 
Harry Arthur Neeld. Private, 18Th Battalion. He enlisted into the Army on 1 March 
1916 and left with the "Cornstorks" He was killed in action in France on 6 October 
1917 aged 21 years. 

  

Grand Parents (Neeld) 

Walter  Weise Neeld, married Alma Violet Beckett at the Parsonage West Wyalong 
NSW on 13 November 1924. Alma was the daughter of William Franklin Beckett and 
Mary Lavina Clarke. 
Walter Weise Neeld died of a heart attack while he was out shooting with his 
youngest son Ronald 29 June1954. He was aged 62 years. His wish was not to be 
placed in the Neeld vault at Wyalong he elected instead a simple burial at a gravesite 
nearby the vault in West Wyalong Cemetery. 
Alma Violet Neeld (nee Beckett) lovingly known as Nanna Neeld or more commonly 
Nanna Lithgow by our children because they visited her often when she lived at 
Lithgow. She died at Garrawarra hospital near Wollongong 24 September 1979 aged 
74 years. Her ashes were incased on the grave of Walter at West Wyalong Cemetery. 

Children Of Walter  Weise and Alma Violet Neeld (nee Beckett) 
  

Walter Franklin Neeld (known as Dook), born 21 August 1925 at Wyalong NSW. He 
was a motor Mechanic by trade and served in the Australian Air Force during the 2nd 
World War as a aircraft mechanic. He spent many years as a Holden Dealership 
mechanic at Lithgow until he joined the Lithgow Council where he tended to the 
mechanics of heavy Vehicles and plant machinery.  He remained with the Council in 
Lithgow until his retirement. He moved to Bribie Island Qld in the late 1980,s.   



 3 

He Died at Bribie Island on 6th May 1999. He requested that he be cremated and be 
interred by me anywhere in the Brisbane area. He was positive that he did not want 
his resting place to be back at Lithgow or West Wyalong. The ashes were interred by 
Rhonda and I at the gardens of Pinnaroo Cemetery Albany Creek Qld. Rhonda and I 
have reserved a place beside him. Walter never married and had no children 

Sybil Joan Neeld, born West Wyalong NSW 12 June 1927 met Stanley Beattie born 
Wollongong NSW 6th September 1924. 
Ronald Neeld born West Wyalong  married and divorced. Still resides at Lithgow 
NSW. He has no children 

  

Rhonda’s Parents (Beattie) 

Sybil Joan Neeld, married Stanley Beattie at West Wyalong Methodist Church on 
5th June 1947. Stan was the son of Stanley George Beattie and Alicia Barker of 
Wollongong.  He served in the Australian Army for about 4 years during World War 
2.Serving with a  Transport Company in New Guinea and later in Darwin. Together 
Stan and Sybil lived at Wollongong where Stan was first a bus Conductor and later 
drove buses for many years. Sybil attended to home duties. 
Stanley Beattie died at Wollongong from a heart attack on 16 August 1992 aged 68 
years and his ashes are interred in the rose garden at Wollongong Crematorium. 
Sybil Beattie (nee Neeld) died of heart failure after undergoing knee surgery at Fig 
tree private Hospital on 17 April 1998 aged 71 years. Her ashes are also interred at 
Wollongong Crematorium beside Stan. 

  

Children of Stanley and Sybil Joan Beattie (nee Neeld) 

Rhonda Alicia Beattie, was born at Port Kembla NSW, 31 August 1948.  
Michael John Beattie, was born at Wollongong NSW 10 October 1952. He married 
Michelle Suddick at Bulli NSW. Michelle, was born 31 December 1956 and is the 
daughter of Joe Suddick and Jean ??? 
 
Michael and Michelle have 2 Children, Gemma Lee Beattie, born, 1978 and Joel 
Ebben Beattie, born 17 March 1982. 
 
Gemma married David Brown and they have 2 children, Henry and Melinda 
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                                    Rhonda The Rose Of my Heart. 
 

     Although, I’ve now turned sixty, and living on borrowed time 
     I like to think I©m just as sweet, as a good matured wine. 
     My heart still beats a steady tune as it did from the very start 
     And its all for the love of Rhonda; Rhonda the Rose of my heart. 
 
     For many years, this heart of mine  belonged to only one, 
     until I had  to share it with my daughter and my son. 
     So I gave them every second beat until I reach my last 
     The rest are all for Rhonda; Rhonda the rose of my heart. 
 
     Grandkids came and there are five, they needed love and care 
     so my heart rate just got faster when I gave them all a share. 
     My heart now beats for family, till death we have to part 
     The strongest beat is for Rhonda; Rhonda the rose of my heart. 
 

                                                  Mal Lyons 
                                                 2 April 2006 
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Preface 
 

I have compiled this book for many reasons. The main reason is my way of 
dedicating the true love that I have for my Wife Rhonda and my Family. 
 
My aim is to present  the life of Rhonda Alicia Beattie to our children; Shane 
and Teresa and our Grand Children; Teagan, Tynelle, Stephanie, Lily and 
Caitlyn, so that when the time comes that both Rhonda and I are called to 
heaven, they will be armed with enough information  to pass on to their 
children. 
 
Maybe, I did not ask enough questions of my parents about my Family, and if 
they did tell me I failed to listen. This resulted in a lot of valuable information 
being taken to the grave and lost forever.  Taking information to the grave is 
of no value to anyone, least of all me. Therefore, my intention is to leave it all 
in this book. 
 
By compiling this book, I will try and leave no stone unturned and attempt to 
have answers for anyone who wishes to know about, the life of……….   
 

“Rhonda Alicia Beattie from Birth To Brisbane and Beyond” 
 

Mal Lyons 
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                                                                                                                                                                                Dedication 
I dedicate this book to my wonderful wife Rhonda, my son Shane, my daughter Teresa, 
their spouses Kalee and Karl and to my five granddaughters Teagan, Tynelle, 
Stephanie, Lily and Caitlyn.  
 
I trust that this book will help them understand their origin and the information they 
gain from reading this book will be passed down to future generations with the same 
dedicated love that I am giving to you. 
 
 In many, many years from now, I would like to think that a small child approaching his 
or her parents and asking the question like many do; where did I come from? You will 
start by saying; “ Way back on the 31st of August 1948, Stanley and Sybil Beattie had a 
baby daughter called Rhonda and she …………………”  
 
Malcolm Lyons 
December 2006 

 
 
 

 
                    Rhonda, My Love Forever Malcolm   
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A Child Is BornA Child Is BornA Child Is BornA Child Is Born    
 

 
                                           Sybil Neeld and Stanley Beattie 1946 
 
She was born Rhonda Alicia Beattie on Tuesday 31 August 1948.The first child and 
only daughter to Stanley and Sybil Beattie at Port Kembla. She spent her very early 
childhood living in a unit in Port Kembla until her parents succeeded in gaining a 
commission house at 10 Buckland St Fern Hill, which was later renamed Fairy 
Meadow. 
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               With her Father Stanley                           Their home at Fairy Meadow  
 

             
                        With Aunty Mavis                                                     Around the yard 
 
This home was to remain her residence for her entire childhood and it was not until 
after she married that she left here to live with her husband. 

 
 

                          
          With Aunty Peggy                                       Aunty Joan, Aunty Freda and Mother Sybil 
 
In 1951 when she was just under three years old a near tragedy occurred whilst with 
her father. She was seriously burnt when fuel that he was using ignited. The hard 
working efforts by doctors and nurses at Bulli hospital saved her life. After a long stay 
in hospital she finally went home. 
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In 1952 a brother Michael John was born and by this stage she was looking forward to 
starting school at Tarrawanna Primary School. She started in 1954 and Michael joined 
her in 1957 

                                 
                                 Rhonda and Michael with Father Stan 

            
                       Rhonda and Michael                                              with Michael ready for School      

 
 
 
 

The School YearsThe School YearsThe School YearsThe School Years    
 
 

 
                                              Rhonda 3rd row from front 2nd left 
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                                            Rhonda 3rd row from front 5 from left                                                                                                 

 

 
                                          Rhonda 2nd row from front 4th right 
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                                      Rhonda 3rd row from front 6 from right 

                                                        
 

 
                                   Rhonda  3rd row from front standing 1st left 
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                                      Rhonda 2nd row from front 6th left 

                                                                                                 
Pandora
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                                             Rhonda 3rd row from front first left 
  

 
 
 
                                                       
                                                 
 

         
                           Rhonda                                         Sue Cater, Rhonda and Michael 
         
 
 
 
 
 

                                   
          Rhonda and Michael 1962                   Rhonda, Uncle Wilfy Neeld, Ron, Mum and Michael 
 
Five months after she started School her Grandfather Walter Weise Neeld passed 
away at Wyalong NSW. It was 29 June 1954. He was just 62 years of age and had a 
sudden heart attack whilst on a shooting trip with his son Ron. Walter was a veteran 
of WW1 and WW2. He was at the landing at Gallipoli and served in France at the end 
of the Gallipoli campaign. He was interred at West Wyalong Cemetery. His younger 
Brother Harry, who served with him, was killed in action in France. 
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                                 Walter Weise Neeld 27 Nov 1892 – 29 June 1954    
 
 
 

 
 
            Left Grandfather WW Neeld, centre, Uncle WF Neeld, and right, Father S Beattie  
 
 
 
 

Marching GirlsMarching GirlsMarching GirlsMarching Girls    
 
Whilst attending school she joined a marching girl team, and trained with the 
Wollongong Midgets, along with her friends Janet Walker, Kay Haggett, Susan Cater 
and others. She enjoyed travelling and publicly performing her marching talents under 
the watchful eye of Mrs Haggett  
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                       ^                            ^                ^                                                         ^ 
                   Janet                        Rhonda              Kay                                                    Mrs Hagget 
 
Representing the Wollongong Midgets she performed her skills in the Illawarra region 
and Sydney in NSW. Unfortunately due to financial strains on her parents she missed 
out on a trip to Tasmania to compete in the interstate competition. 
 
 

                                      
 
           Rhonda with Sue Cater on Right                                           Rhonda with Sue on left 
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         Rhonda with Sue Cater on Right                                           Rhonda with Sue on right 
 

                         
On Parade   

 
           

 
Rhonda had many friends around the area of Buckland Street Fairy Meadow and from 
the primary School at Tarrawanna. Including the following;  
 
 

                                      
             Terry Hornerman, Pam Whiddett, Susan Cater, Linda Cater, Terry Purse and his brother. 
                   Included in this picture is also Michael at rear left and Rhonda front left kneeling 
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The Fabulous FiftiesThe Fabulous FiftiesThe Fabulous FiftiesThe Fabulous Fifties    
 

Rhonda and family spent holidays at Lithgow and the Blue Mountains. Travelling in 
her Fathers FX Holden to visit her Grandmother, Alma Neeld, Uncles Wally (Dook) 
and Ron who had moved to Lithgow from West Wyalong after the death of  her 
Grandfather, Walter Weise Neeld. 
 

                  
            Alma Violet Neeld (Nee Beckett) and Husband Walter Weise Neeld at West Wyalong     
                                                                                             

           
     Rhonda, Ron Neeld and his wife Alma               Rhonda, Michael, Mum & Dad and friend Elaine 
 

                                       
     With Mum and Dad Beattie, Michael, Pam Reid, Ron Neeld and his wife Alma and Nanna Neeld 
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As well as visiting her Neeld relatives at Lithgow, she also spent time visiting others 
in Sydney and Wollongong. These included her Grandfather Beattie, Uncle Merve 
and Aunty Joan Reid and cousins Merve, Neil (Winky), Colleen and Pam. Uncle Neil, 
Aunty Muriel Beattie and cousins Neil Jnr, Peter, Marie, Fay and Betty Beattie. 
 
 

                                     
                   Rhonda with Mum and Cousins; Colleen, Winkie and Merve Jnr 
 
 
 

                           
    Stan Beattie centre with Merve Reid Snr Left            Rhonda Left with cousins Pam at front 
         and Grandfather Stanley Beattie Snr                                 and Colleen Reid  
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          Rhonda and Michael at front,  uncle Merve Reid, Father Stan at back  and cousin Pam Reid 
              Top picture includes aunty Joan, and cousins Merve Jnr and Colleen Reid 
 

                  
              Rhonda and Nanna Neeld         from left Rhonda’s Pop Beattie,Aunty Joan, 
                                                                                  Mum Sybil and Uncle Merve                                                          
                                                                             
 

                                                   
                                                                    Rhonda aged 12 
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The Sensational SixtiesThe Sensational SixtiesThe Sensational SixtiesThe Sensational Sixties    
 
Rhonda finished Primary School at the end of 1961 and began High School studies at 
Smith Hill all girls high school in Wollongong at the start of 1962 and remained there 
until, with her parent’s approval and the offer of a job, she left School in 1963 to take 
up a position at Greens paper shop in Wollongong. 
Unfortunately this job was not to last long because her employer was keen to have her 
for the busy Christmas period and put her off shortly afterwards. 
As a fill in job she gained employment at the Burlei clothing factory in Wollongong 
until a better position closer to home became available. This eventuated when she 
successfully applied for a position at Dandy Smallgoods and Deli at Towradgi. 
 
By now she had turned fifteen and like most young teenagers at this age, Rhonda’s 
interest turned to the opposite sex, dancing and lots of fun. 
Early in the 1960s the music craze was a mixture of rock and roll,  twist and stomp 
and some of the stars were Johnny O’Keefe, Crash Craddock, Ricky Nelson, Little 
Pattie, Col Joye, Noelene Batley, Judy Stone, The DeKroo Brothers, and  the very 
young Bee Gees. 
Rhonda and her friends frequently attended the stomps around the Illawarra area, but 
especially at Bulli. They happily met a lot of the entertainers and eagerly sort their 
autographs. 
At weekends she always got together with her friends and record collections to play 
music and generally have a lot of fun. She was a real Crash Craddock fan and gave his 
music a real canning. Her favourite song was “Boom Boom Baby”  
                                                    

 
                                               Rhonda with Elaine  Luchetti  
                                       

  
                    Crash Craddock            Johnny O’Keefe and Col Joye                Ricky Nelson 
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Early in 1964, whilst waiting for a bus in Crown Street Wollongong, She was 
approached by three young men who gave her a casual stare and a wolf whistle. Her 
beauty instantly caught the eye of the youngest in the group; it was me, Malcolm 
Lyons. This meeting later developed into a full on relationship. After seeking her 
parent’s approval, Rhonda and I became inseparable. She was 15 and I was 17. 
 

                    
                                                  Rhonda and me early 1964 
 
Just shortly after we met, Rhonda left work at Dandies when she secured a job at 
Woolworths Fairy Meadow and began working for them as a packer, then later 
transferred to Woolworths at Corrimal working in their new variety store doing 
counter work. During this time I was working for the water board in Wollongong and 
living at Lake Illawarra. 
Travelling to see her from Lake Illawarra to Fairy Meadow so frequently by public 
transport or hitchhiking became difficult. Her Mum and Dad allowed me to stay at 
their home on a temporary basis which allowed us to be together more often. I was 
accommodated on a sofa in the dining room much to my disappointment, but in those 
days sleeping with a partner before marriage was out of the question. We did, 
however, manage to have a cuddle each morning before I arose and the presence of 
Rhonda’s Mum in the kitchen ensured there was no hanky panky. 
 

        
             Me 1964                                   Rhonda  after a day at Woollies                Ready for work 
 
                        Note:  The old kitchen FENCE in the background and very 60s fridge 
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In Mid 1964, Rhonda’s Father Stan, being a World War 2 veteran convinced me that 
the Army was the way to the future. I took up the challenge and was enlisted in the 
Regular Army on the 16 November 1964. I departed for Kapooka near Wagga Wagga 
NSW for 12 weeks military training. 
 
 

                            
 Me writing a letter to Rhonda prior to Xmas leave                        me during Training at Kapooka 
 
 

                                             
                                             Me Posing with the 9 mm Owen Guns 
 
 
 
 
Rhonda remained with her Mother and Father and eagerly waited for me to come 
home on leave at Christmas with the knowledge that our engagement would be 
announced. We became engaged on Christmas Eve 1964 and intended to get married 
after about 2 years. 
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Engagement, Marriage and VietnamEngagement, Marriage and VietnamEngagement, Marriage and VietnamEngagement, Marriage and Vietnam    
 

                       
                         Rhonda and me, now engaged          Rhonda posing in part uniform 1965 
 
In 1965 after corps training at Infantry Centre Ingleburn, I was posted to the newly 
forming 5th Battalion Royal Australian Regiment at Holsworthy and was warned for 
active service in South Vietnam. In the time between the warning for active service 
and actual departure March 1966, I was away on training programs in Papua New 
Guinea and also the Jungle training Centre at Canungra Queensland. 
 
As a result of the Vietnam tour it was decided that our wedding plans would be 
brought forward one year and that we would marry prior to my departure for the war 
zone. The new date was set for Saturday 1 January 1966 and it was on that day 
Rhonda Alicia Beattie became Mrs Lyons when we were wed at Fairy Meadow 
Methodist Church at 2 PM.  
Rhonda’s Bridesmaids were long time friend Sharon Gaddie, cousins Colleen and 
Pam Reid and Sharon’s sister Tracey Gaddie was the flower girl. 
My attendants were Army mates Barry Hoskin and John Kelly. 
 
She was a picture of beauty as I watched her walk down the isle on the arm of her 
Father. I was a little nervous but at the same time very happy and I felt like the 
luckiest man in the world knowing that she would soon be my Wife. 
 

                      
                  Rhonda, 1 Jan 1966                             Rhonda with her Father Stan 
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The Wedding Party  

      
           With her parents Stan and Sybil                                  With my parents Cecil and Vera 
 

                                               
                                                        The deal is done 
We had a short honeymoon in Sydney and Newcastle. We stayed at Hampton Court 
Hotel Kings Cross in Sydney where we dined on chicken and drank an orange brandy 
cluster before flushing the chicken bones down the dunny. (There was nowhere else to 
put them).  In Newcastle, we took in the box office movie “Mary Poppins” , and what 
about the beautiful decor of the Hotel room in Hunter Street. The colours were so bad 
we only stayed one night for fear of becoming sick so we headed back to Kings Cross. 
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Rhonda remained with her parents after our brief honeymoon while I returned to 
military training at Holsworthy and various training areas in NSW and Qld until 
March 1966 when I flew out from Richmond RAAF Base on a military chartered 
Qantas Boeing 707 bound for Saigon and 12 months tour of duty in war ravished 
South Vietnam. 
Rhonda and her parents were at Richmond to bid me farewell. She was so sad and 
afraid that the doctor prescribed a mild sedative to help her cope with such a long and 
dangerous separation from the man she married only three months earlier. 

                                                             
                                                      Me in Vietnam 1966/67 
During my absence she stayed with her parents in Fairy Meadow and continued 
working at Woolworths Corrimal. She wrote letters to me in Vietnam every day and 
sent food packages and gifts when ever she could. Her company during my absence 
was mainly her parents and friends. In particular she spent a lot of time with Sharon 
Gaddie and her family. Rhonda endeavoured to enjoy life the best way she could but 
always in fear that bad news would be received from Vietnam. 

             
             With Jessie Peck                           with MumBeattie                     at Bundamba RSL 

              
           New Fashion                          with Sharon Gaddie              First anniversary and alone 
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After what appeared to be an eternity for Rhonda, I returned from Vietnam a day 
earlier than she thought. She was at the local Tarrawanna store with her Mother. I was 
kept company in the street surrounded by all the neighbours while Sharon Gaddie’s 
Father; Keith drove to the shops in his black FJ Holden, and  brought Rhonda and her 
Mother back to my waiting arms. The date 3 March 1967. 
 
After reuniting and spending some time together at Fairy Meadow, the Army 
allocated us a house at 70 Bardia Parade Holsworthy. Finally we could start living as 
husband and wife in our very first home. 
Rhonda became an Army wife and living in an Army village. Together we enjoyed 
many happy moments. We had good neighbours; Noel and Claire Crawford, Ron and 
Helen Sherringham and John and Jan Kelly. John was my groomsman at our wedding.  
I was promoted to Corporal but there were still many separations due to military 
training. 

A Son Is BornA Son Is BornA Son Is BornA Son Is Born    
 
It was now a good time to start a family and only a few weeks later, much to our 
delight, Rhonda was experiencing her first pregnancy. The baby was due late 
February 1968. Rhonda and her mother became very busy buying and knitting baby 
clothes. 
 

 
                                                          We are Pregnant 
Other than the normal symptoms involved with pregnancy such as morning sickness 
etc, all went reasonably well for Rhonda. However, when our baby was not ready to 
enter the World by the due date, the doctor decided that hospital was the best place for 
Rhonda and the birth would be induced if necessary. The birth was induced, and on 
3rd March 1968 at 6:40 pm Shane Colin Lyons was born at Liverpool Public hospital 
weighing in at 7 lbs 3 oz. and 20 inches long.  
 
Five days later I was allowed to take Rhonda and baby Shane home from hospital and 
I had the first opportunity to hold my Son. Back in those days it was not permitted for 
fathers to be present at the birth. They could only view their child through a window 
into the nursery during “viewing times” . Sounds a bit like Zoo arrangements. How the 
times have changed. 
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                                      Me with Shane at 2 weeks Bardia Parade HolsworthyNSW 
 
 

          
       Shane 2 weeks                                Rhonda with Shane                            Shane and Me 
 
 

         
      With Great Grandma Neeld                                             with Grandparents Beattie 
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On 17 March 1968 Shane was baptised at the same church we were married; The 
Methodist Church Fairy Meadow, and baptised by Reverend Hendrick Smit. We 
selected Sharon and Lou Menin and Rhonda’s brother Michael Beattie to be Shane’s 
God Parents. 

               
             Lou and Sharon Menin                                                   Michael Beattie                                                        

         
                  Shane with Rhonda and me                     Shane with Parents and God Parents 

                                
          Shane with Rhonda, great grandmother Neeld (L)   Rhonda with Shane and Nanna Neeld 
                  Grandmother Beattie (R) 
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The WaggaThe WaggaThe WaggaThe Wagga Wagga Wagga Wagga Wagga Experience Experience Experience Experience    
 

 After the christening I was sent to Canungra in Qld for three months to instruct units 
preparing for service in Vietnam. Once again Army commitments forced a separation 
which was the normal thing for Army wives especially Infantry Army wives. 
In July 1968, I returned from Canungra, without the FB Holden I had driven there. I 
smashed it beyond repair in an accident at Beaudesert on 25 April. The 5th Battalion 
was warned for a second tour of duty in South Vietnam and it was a foregone 
conclusion that I would once again be serving in the war torn country early 1969. 
I took part in intensive training in readiness for the second tour. I participated in the 
farewell ceremonial parade conducted by the Battalion. However, a last minute 
posting order seen me posted to 7 RAR for a short period and then to 1 RTB at 
Kapooka near Wagga NSW as a drill and weapons instructor for recruits entering the 
Army. 
 
The posting to Wagga meant that we could enjoy a stable family life together at last. I 
went unaccompanied for a couple of months which was the normal procedure, until a 
house became available. When a house was allocated, I accepted it. 
I returned to Rhonda and Shane at Holsworthy to finish packing. The removalist 
collected our furniture and my step brother Len Sheather drove us to Sydney airport 
for our flight to Wagga. 
Rhonda and Shane stayed with Jan Kelly at Ashmont, a suburb of Wagga for one 
night until our furniture arrived. 
In July 1969, while man walked on the moon, our furniture was delivered to Hunter 
Street Mt Austin and I was there for the unloading.  However, when Rhonda arrived 
at the house and the furniture had been half unloaded her immediate action was to tell 
the removalist to stop unloading.   
Until now she had not seen the house and when she did, the look of disappointment 
was obvious. Considering the hard work she put into cleaning and the immaculate 
condition she left the house at Holsworthy, she deserved something better than; (in 
her words) “ the pig sty”  that I had accepted. 
After consultation with Army housing representatives they gave us another house a 
few streets away at 49 McKell Ave and issued an order for the removalist to reload 
and unload in the new location. 
The new house was four bedrooms a bit large for just Rhonda, me and Shane, and our 
dog Chi Chi so we converted one of the extra rooms to a nursery and then set about 
adding to the family. 
 
31 August, 1969, Rhonda turned 21, no big parties just a normal day, we had each 
other. Mum and Dad Beattie bought her a 1957 Holden sedan so I hitch hiked to 
Wollongong and drove it back to Mount Austin. 
The next day I drove it to work and managed to reverse it into a tree. It cost $50 for 
repairs which was a lot of money back then.  
 Rhonda was taught to drive in the Holden by a driving instructor. She got her licence 
without problems but the instructor did manage to break the chrome horn ring during 
a nervous moment. 
December 1969, we started off for Wollongong to spend Christmas with Mum and 
Dad Beattie. Shane was just over one and indications were that Rhonda may be 
pregnant again. We had our dog Chi Chi with us and the car was fully packed.  
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On the outskirts of Wagga, one of our back wheels passed us and hit an oncoming car. 
No one was hurt and nothing was damaged but it delayed our trip for a couple of 
hours while the car was fixed.  
On our way again and nearing Gundagai we developed heating problems and were 
forced to continuously stop to let the engine cool and replenish the water.  At Yass we 
had the radiator flushed. We thought the problem was fixed until a few kilometres 
south of Goulburn when a noise developed in the motor. 
 
 We stopped at a roadside petrol station at Cullerin and once we turned the motor off, 
it would not start again. A local farmer towed us about 10 kilometres to Breadalbane 
where there was a garage that could do the repairs, but not until the next day. They 
diagnosed the problem as a broken timing gear and that was a big job. 
 
We rang Mum and Dad Beattie to let them know and they decided to despatch 
Rhonda’s brother, Michael in his EJ Holden to tow us to Wollongong, still about three 
hours drive away and the treacherous Macquarie Pass still to negotiate.  
Michael towed us to Marulan where we stopped because we felt it was too dangerous 
to tow any further. We secured our car at a garage and travelled the rest with Michael; 
arriving at Fairy Meadow very early the next morning. 
 
Dad Beattie and I purchased the parts required to fix the car. Ray Whiddett; a 
neighbour, who was a good mechanic offered his assistance. He, Dad and I travelled 
back to Marulan, and repaired the car. 
Before completing our holiday at Wollongong, we traded it on a 1964 EJ Holden and 
had an uneventful and good trip home. 
 
In early January 1970 the doctor confirmed that Rhonda was again pregnant. This was 
great news for us all, including Rhonda’s parents who were still living at 10 Buckland 
St Fairy Meadow, which had now been renumbered to 12 Buckland Street. 
 
Living at Wagga was hard times financially, the Army did not pay much but at least 
the rent was cheap. There were some difficult moments and for a little extra cash, we 
collected soft drink bottles to cash in at five cents for each bottle. 
On weekends we enjoyed going to the football to support the Army football team. 
I can still hear Rhonda barracking for Army, yelling for the Tumut barrackers to “get 
back to bloody Tumut where they belonged” . I guess the fact that she was now eight 
months pregnant was the only reason she got away with such cheek. She also had an 
Army of friends on her side that were willing to come to her aid if necessary. 
 

A Daughter Is BornA Daughter Is BornA Daughter Is BornA Daughter Is Born    
 

On the night of 17 August 1970 it snowed at Wagga for the first time in many years 
and I had to scrape snow off the car at 4 am to enable me to drive to work. It was this 
day that our baby was due but managed to get through the day without any signs of 
making an appearance. 
The next day was a different matter; I had gone to work as normal but received a 
phone message. I handed over my drill lesson to another Instructor and was soon on 
my way home to Rhonda. I took her to the Wagga Base Hospital at 9am. Shane was 
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cared for by Lynn Milham, a neighbour.  At the hospital, nursing staff told me to 
leave her there, go home and come back during visiting hours at 3 pm. They assured 
me Rhonda would not give birth that day so I went back to work. 
 I returned to the hospital at 3pm and was greeted with the news that I was the father 
of a little girl.  She was born two hours after I left. So much for not giving birth that 
day, but who were we to argue against trained Nursing Sisters. 
 
It was Tuesday 18 August 1970 at approximately 11am; Teresa Minette Lyons was 
born. We were so proud to have a pigeon pair (a son and a daughter). Teresa weighed 
in at 7lbs and a half ounce and we could not wait to introduce her to the World.  
Medical regulations made sure that Rhonda and baby Teresa had to stay in hospital 
for 10 days as this was the practice in country hospitals for second births. 
 
Michael drove Mum Beattie down to Wagga immediately after Teresa’s birth to spend 
a few days and to assist me with Shane as well as meet her first Granddaughter.  
We were so happy to have the perfect family we decided no more children for us, two 
was enough. Today, as I write this, more than forty one years after we married, I am 
pleased we made that choice and I am sure that Rhonda is also. 
 

                          
                                               With Teresa at home 28 August 1970 

                       
                            Shane with Teresa                                                     Teresa  
We delayed the baptism of Teresa for a couple of reasons. Firstly the majority of our 
relatives lived in the Wollongong area, and it was a long way to travel for a Baptism.  
Secondly, I had received a notice of intention to repost back to 5RAR Holsworthy.  
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The posting was to take effect 9 January 1971 so a lot of time was needed for packing 
and removal preparation. 
Rhonda, Shane, Teresa and our dog Chi Chi flew to Sydney and were met by Mum 
Beattie and Michael at the Airport and then drove to Wollongong. I remained at 
Wagga to complete preparations and cleaning of the house. Dad Beattie came down to 
join me and help with the job. 
 When the task was completed we drove to Wollongong in time to enjoy a family 
Christmas. I returned to Wagga briefly early 1971 to supervise the uplift and hand 
back the house. 
We were allocated a house at Holsworthy village in Cavalry Crescent. It was an old 
Army house. It was comfortable and clean but more importantly at only $10 a 
fortnight rent it suited our budget very well. It meant that we were financially $40 per 
fortnight better off than we ever were. 
After moving back to Holsworthy we decided it was time to have Teresa baptised. We 
could use the same church at Fairy Meadow which was used for our marriage and 
Shane’s baptism. We set the date for 6 June 1971.  
 
Teresa’s baptism took place on 6 June 1971 by Reverend Hendrick Smit and we chose 
a good family friend; Kay Gardner, Rhonda’s brother Michael Beattie and cousin 
Betty Beattie to be her God Parents. 
 

                                  
                  Teresa With God Parents                                              Teresa with Reverend Smit 

                             
      Parents Grandparents and a God Parents                                            Family group 
Life back at Holsworthy was good. We could easily visit family and friends at 
Wollongong. Our weekends were often spent at Mum and Dad Beattie’s at Fairy 
Meadow or they would visit us at Holsworthy. 
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We also visited my parents at Coledale and occasionally drove to Lithgow to visit 
Nanna Neeld and Uncles Dook and Ron. We were now driving a Torana after trading 
the EJ Holden. 
 

The Super SeventiesThe Super SeventiesThe Super SeventiesThe Super Seventies    
Rhonda decided that she would do a little baby sitting, which would earn us a little 
more cash and she started sitting 2 children for working mums which increased to 
about 10 within a few days plus our own two. 
 

    
                Teresa on the Left                                    Shane at rear left, Teresa front 2nd from right 
 

   
                  Working Mothers were happy to leave their Children in Rhonda’s caring hands 
 

 
                                                             Shane and Teresa at home 
 
Baby sitting continued for some time between 1971 and 1973 and when I was on 
leave or at weekends we endeavoured to spend as much time together as a family that 
we could. We enjoyed simple family outing like visiting theme parks or simply 
having a picnic at Woronora, Cataract or Warragamba dams. 
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We visited family on a regular basis and ventured away camping at Burrandong Dam 
near Mudgee with Ross and Dola Muller and Graham and Colleen Green. 
 

      
                      Braidwood                                                        Fairy Meadow Dad showing a frog 
 
 

     
                                                                             Lithgow 
    Shane bike ride with Great Uncle Dook                         Teresa Shane with their Pop Beattie 
 

            
        Rhonda, Shane and Teresa near Liverpool                 Shane and Teresa Shellharbour 
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                  Teresa and Nanna Beattie                               Shane &  Teresa at Fairy Meadow 

       
  Rhonda, Teresa and Shane at Blue Mountains           Warilla with My Nephew Malcolm Maher 
 
 
 
 
We managed to buy a three berth caravan and traded the Torana for a Ford XY Futura 
to pull it. Our maiden trip with the van was to Braidwood for a visit with my Step 
Sister Val and her Husband Colin Barlow and family. Shane and Teresa loved the 
farm areas and enjoyed these outings. 
Unfortunately because of my Military commitments, we never used the van the way 
we intended and it finished up in Mum and Dad Beattie’s back yard where it was used 
by them and Michael occasionally. 
The van became our accommodation when we visited Fairy Meadow, which gave us 
reasonable independence. 
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          Teresa and Shane at Woronora Dam                              and in the Park at Corrimal 

          
                  Picnic with Harkens                                       Me, Teresa and Shane Blue Mountains 
 
On 22nd July 1972 my brother Gregory passed away aged 22 at Morisset Hospital near 
Newcastle NSW. He was interred at Wombara Cemetery near Wollongong. 

                                                                                                  
                                              Greg Lyons 1950 - 1972 
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At the beginning of the school year 1973 Shane started School at Holsworthy Primary 
and I had to take him for enrolment because Rhonda was in hospital for a surgical 
procedure. 

      
                                              Shane starts School 1973 

     
 
 First school photo. Shane is in the back row centre, the one with a mark on his 
jumper. The top photo shows Teresa admiring her big brother and can’ t wait to join 
him at school. 
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May of 1973, I was away with 5 RAR again. This time I went to New Zealand for 
about six weeks on an Army exercise. It was not all work we did get some touring 
time and Sam managed to catch up with some old friends. 
 

 
Me on left with Tubby Brewer and Sam Mackerel 

 
27 January 1974 my mother Vera Alison Lyons passed away at Coledale NSW and 
was interred at Wombara Cemetery along side my brother Greg. She was aged 64 
 

                                                        
                                                 Vera A Lyons 1910 – 1974 
 
 

                  
                                 1st Class Holsworthy1974 Shane at center front 
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3rd June 1974 I was posted to 1/19RNSWR at Ingleburn which did not require a house 
change, it simply meant that I was now out of a field force unit and that I could spend 
much less time away from Rhonda and our family. Life in the Army was getting much 
better and I was promoted to Sergeant. 
                                                                

                                                  
                          Me just prior to posting to 1/19RNSWR and Promotion                                                     

                                  
Me without a hat instructing Army Reservist in radio procedures after posting and promotion to 

Sergeant 1974 
 

3rd October 1975 I was again posted without affecting our living conditions, this time 
to Army Recruiting Unit in Castlereagh Street Sydney which involved commuting by 
train from East Hills to Central Station on a five day Monday to Friday work week. 
Rhonda drove me to the footbridge each morning and I walked from there to the 
station, she again picked me up in the afternoon and yes sometimes I was late because 
of social commitments and sometimes a little under the weather when she collected 
me and others, namely Pokey Couglin, Lofty Horne and Graham Stephens.  
 

                                            
                                    Me in the office at Army Recruiting 
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 The XY Falcon was giving us a few problems so we traded on a XC Falcon. 
Rhonda had stopped baby sitting and had taken a job at Philips TMC at Moorebank 
near Liverpool and enjoyed her work on the assembly line and later in the store. She 
met a lot of good friends whilst there and was happy to continue working. Shane and 
Teresa were now being cared for by a baby sitter much to their disappointment.    
                                                  
 

                             
                             Rhonda on the right with her prize from Social Club Raffle 
 

                                                 
                                                 Teresa                          Shane 

 
                                  Holsworthy 1975 Shane 2nd row 3 from left                                        
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January 1976 was the moment Teresa had been waiting for. She could join her brother 
at Holsworthy School. Rhonda enrolled her and once again there were real feelings of 
pride seeing our child commence school activities. 1st January was also our 10th 
wedding anniversary. 
 

              
                                           Teresa centre front  Holsworthy 1976            

                                                                   
 

 
                                                    Shane 2nd row 2 from right Holsworthy 1976                          
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                                                Philips Xmas Party 1976    
 
    Between 1976 and early 1979 we led a quiet life with Rhonda working at Philips 
and me at Army Recruiting in Sydney. Life was sometimes a bit hectic but we 
managed to get through a couple of rough patches.  
 
Teresa was admitted to hospital by Dr Geoffrey Edelsten for a simple appendectomy, 
which he performed at Liverpool Private Hospital. A couple of days after the 
operation on her first night at home she became very ill and we admitted her to 
Liverpool public hospital with a dangerously high temperature. Hospital staff, 
including several doctors cared for her all night but was unable to get her temperature 
to a safe level and surgery was required. 
Surgery diagnosed peritonitis at the area where the appendix was removed and 
remedial action was taken. Rhonda and I were frantic because we thought we were 
going to loose our beautiful daughter. God looked down on us and Teresa recovered 
well. 
 
Our good friends and next door neighbours David and Vanette Roberts and their 
children Timothy, Stephen and Kerry had the misfortune of having their house burn 
down. We could no longer stay in our house. Army housing allocated us another place 
at 26 Lae Road which was a continuation of Cavalry Crescent.  
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                              Teresa front 4th from right Holsworthy 1977  

                                                                
   

 
                                                     Shane 2nd row 1st right Holsworthy 1977 
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 23 August 1978 saw the birth of Gemma Beattie at Bulli. Gemma was the first child 
for Rhonda’s Brother; Michael and wife Michelle. Rhonda was also chosen to be 
Gemma’s God Mother.  
We completed the move to 26 Lae with help from Mum and Dad Beattie and 
managed to move most of our effects on the roof rack of Dad’s Torana and our 
Falcon. The move being only a couple of hundred yards down the road meant  the 
kids still had their playmates from Cavalry Crescent; Michael and Deana Harken.  
 
 

                                                      
         From left, Michael, Shane, Teresa and Deanna in Harris Creek between Cavalry Crescent              
                                              and Holsworthy Barracks  
 
Shane enrolled with the local Holsworthy Cub group and enjoyed a short time with 
them while Teresa attended the 1/78 children’s recreational activities School holidays 
Programme (Crash) held at the Army barracks. 
 

                                              
                                                 Shane in the Cubs 

 
                   Teresa 3rd from right at 1/78 C R A S H course Holsworthy Barracks 
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Teresa 1st left front row Holsworthy 1978 

 
 

 
Shane back row 3 from right 
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Brisbane BoundBrisbane BoundBrisbane BoundBrisbane Bound    
 

Our occupation of 26 Lae road was short lived because at the end of 1978, I had 
received a further posting order and this time it was our first interstate posting; it was 
to take effect from April 1979. 
Once again we were on the move but this time to Queensland, where I would join 
Headquarters 1 Cadet Group at Kelvin Grove, and based at Moorooka as the Tech 
Sergeant in the Quartermasters Store. 
The opportunity of a posting to Queensland was exciting but we both were a little 
apprehensive as we packed and cleaned in readiness for the move. I think it was more 
a fear of the unknown because this would be our first posting interstate and the 
thought of being so far from any of our relatives was a little scary. Our friends and 
family did not mind because they liked the idea of a Queensland holiday to visit us 
 
Easter 1979 our furniture and effects were picked up by the removalist and taken into 
storage in Brisbane somewhere at Geebung and we were left with our travelling gear 
and enough clothing to last us until we were allocated a house in Brisbane. No one 
could indicate when that would be.  
After farewelling our family and friends in Wollongong, we set off on Good Friday 
1979 bound for the unknown. 
 
The Army allowed us 3 days to drive and provided cash for meals and motel 
accommodation en route so we made the most of that situation you bet. 
We even had time to visit friends at Bangalow on the way and also had a nice night in 
beach house accommodation at Palm Beach on the Gold Coast before proceeding to 
Brisbane.  
At Brisbane we got temporary misplaced down a one way street, going the wrong way 
just over the Story Bridge. Eventually we made it to the Gazebo Motel which was to 
be our accommodation for six boring weeks eating takeaway and restaurant food. 
Lucky all costs were paid for by the Army. 
 
Rhonda found it difficult coming to terms with this type of living especially as she 
and the kids were stuck in the motel most times while I drove to Moorooka each day 
for work. We needed to put the kids back into school so that they would not miss too 
much. It was hard enough for them as it was by changing state education systems 
without the extra hassle of missing valuable school time. 
We pressured Army housing and eventually they allocated us a house at Stafford 
Heights and we drove out to inspect it.  NOT IMPRESSED, the place was not good at 
all and Rhonda told the Army just what she thought.  
 
They offered us other houses at Wacol and Inala but each one was worse than 
Stafford. The whole thing became a fight, Rhonda against Army with me in the 
middle unable to do much at all because I was the serving soldier and restricted under 
Military Law. Rhonda on the other hand gave it to them. I will never forget her look 
of anger when she was told by the housing sergeant; “Mrs Lyons even if we gave 
you a cake of soap, you would still reckon it was dir ty.”  
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 We sought government help. However, the Defence Minister, Jim Killen was too 
gutless or couldn’ t be bothered. 
We were forced to make a choice on the houses we had been shown. The choice was 
Stafford Heights as it was the best of a bad lot. 
Rhonda was so upset; I thought that I was going to end up in Brisbane alone until I 
could secure a posting back down south. 
 
Eventually we moved into 67 Falkirk Street and enrolled the kids at Stafford Heights 
State School, Shane to 6th grade and Teresa into 3rd grade. We then proceeded to make 
the best of a bad situation. 
We soon got into the swing of things as we found our way around with the help of 
Ross and Dola Muller who lived at The Gap and were once our neighbours and 
friends at Holsworthy.  We even went on some outings including a picnic at 
Canungra. 
 Once we gave the house a good clean and installed our furniture, it looked much 
better. Shane and Teresa were happy in their new school and met a lot of new friends. 
We all became much happier apart from Shane finding the maths a little difficult. 
Year six in Queensland was further advanced in maths than what he left in NSW and 
he was having a few problems because of it. 
 
24 September 1979 we received news that Nanna Neeld had passed away at 
Garrawarra Hospital so we travelled to Wollongong and bid farewell to someone we 
loved so dearly. She had long suffered with Parkinson’s disease. 

 
                                               Alma Violet Neeld 1906 – 1979 
          Her ashes were interred with her husband Walter Neeld at West Wyalong Cemetery 
 

    
                  Teresa, Shane, Rhonda and Pebbles on the trampoline at Stafford Heights 

 
                                                          Nanna Beattie, me and Teresa 
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                           Shane Year 6 Stafford Heights 1979 2nd row 3 from left 
 

                                                                           
                                                                              
                                                                                      

 
                                     Teresa front 2nd left year3 Stafford Heights 1979  
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Life in Falkirk Street was getting better all the time and we began to love being in 
Queensland. Rhonda was once again happy now that we had met some friends. She 
even decided to become a redhead again. Mum and Dad Beattie visited regularly and 
enjoyed travelling from Wollongong with the caravan that once was ours. Dad in 
particular loved driving but I don’ t think Mum enjoyed travelling by that means. 
 

                                  
                    Redhead Rhonda                            Family without Shane but with neighbour Kathy 

                                         
                         Dad Beattie with Shane & Peppy               Rhonda, me & Dad Beattie 
 
 

The Exciting EightiesThe Exciting EightiesThe Exciting EightiesThe Exciting Eighties    
 

 
We seen a lot of Brisbane in the early 1980’s including Sea World and Dream World 
on the Gold Coast, The Big Pineapple and The Big Cow on the Sunshine Coast and 
many other attractions in and around Brisbane. It was not all work and school; we 
grabbed every opportunity we could to enjoy time as a family. 
 
One good time together was in late 1980 when Jack and Dot invited us to Jacks farm 
at Inglewood near Goondiwindi. This was a great opportunity for Rhonda, Shane and 
Teresa to experience a working cattle farm for a weekend. 
We all had an enjoyable time helping with cattle mustering, drenching, and branding. 
Shane in particular had fun catching the calves while Teresa preferred feeding the 
lambs.  
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                                          Teresa Shane and Rhonda at the cattle yard 

                      
                    Shane and Dot tackle a calf                                     me and John 

                       
                     Jack, John, Shane and I                         Teresa hand feeding a lamb 

                                
                                                   Shane and Teresa and friends 
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By now we were well established and enjoying Brisbane. It was clear that this would 
be the place to settle after my 20 year Army career, so well in fact that Rhonda started 
working again. She worked firstly for Qld Electricity Board as a tea lady in Brisbane.  
Then started working for an Aluminium widow manufacturer which only lasted one 
day because she badly broke her little finger in a drill press and was put on workers 
compensation until she could be placed into another job.  
 
After a year and two operations on her finger, Rhonda was finally ready to face work 
again. She was trained at a telecommunication company at Wilston. That job was too 
difficult because of the restrictions on the use of her little finger. 
  
We purchased a block of land at Jindalee and needed extra money to help with the 
mortgage so there was a requirement for Rhonda to continue working. She was lucky 
enough to gain employment at the Masonic Club in Brisbane. 
  

                                       
                                           Rhonda ready for work at Masonic Club 
 
 
 

    
 
                            Our Land at  Lot 475 Minyara St Jindalee bought for $ 18,000 
                                        and sold after about 14 months For $ 31,000 
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                                    Shane 2nd row 2 from left year 7 Stafford Heights 1980 

  
 
                                                                                

 
                                     Teresa back row 4 from right year 4 Stafford Heights 1980 
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                                   Shane 2nd row 3 from left year 8 Kedron High 1981 

                                                                          
                                                                                   

 
                                    Teresa front row 4 from right year 5 Stafford Heights 1981 
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I was posted from Cadets to 1 Training Group at Wacol 8 April 1981 and promoted to 
Staff Sergeant.  This was to be the beginning of the end to my Army career. I thought 
that this would be my last posting until I took discharge which was due in November 
1984. How wrong was I? 
 
By 1982 both Shane and Teresa were advancing at School with Shane playing cricket 
and football while Teresa enjoyed junior netball. Shane also participated in Army 
school Cadets. 
 

                    
                                Junior netball team Teresa 4th from left 1982 
 

                                                   
                                  Shane in Army Cadets at Kedron High School 
                                                            
 

                                                  
                                                               Shane at cricket 
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17th March 1982 Rhonda’s Brother Michael and Sister in law Michelle had an 
addition to their family when Joel Ebbin Beattie was born so we travelled to 
Wollongong for a holiday and to attend his baptism. Rhonda was also chosen to be his 
God Mother. 
 

                  
                  Rhonda, Teresa and Dad Beattie                                Rhonda with Joel 
           
I982 was also the year Brisbane hosted the Commonwealth games. We did not attend 
but it was fascinating to see how the city of Brisbane was transformed for the event. 
Shane had moved on to High School firstly at Kedron for 2 years 1981 and 1982 and 
then to Everton Park. Teresa was completing the final years of Primary at Stafford 
Heights. 
We had many good friends at Stafford and they included Alan and Nola Goodwin, 
Mac and Ann Hartman, Ian and Barbara Baker as well as good neighbours, Bob and 
Terri Wise, Dot and Jack, Dillon & Meryle and Steve and Sandra McLeay. 
 
Christmas was always a good time especially New Year when we all got together at 
Mac and Ann’s for an all night session to see in the New Year. 
 
Rhonda started Tenpin bowling regularly at Kedron Bowl with her friends Yvonne 
Skelly, Ann Hartman, Nola Goodwin and others. 

                               
                                              Rhonda with The rebels team 
 
Shane, Teresa and I joined her in a Sunday night league, 1985 through to 1988. 
Bowling as a family with some added friends we formed a team called BeeGees and 
had many happy events including a booze cruise to Tangalooma. 
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                                Shane 2nd row 3 from right year 9 Kedron High 1982 

                                                                           
                                                                        

 
                                  Teresa front row 3 from left year 6 Stafford Heights 1982 
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I was happy to see my Army career end at 1 training Group. However, the Army had 
other ideas and issued a posting order to take effect 8 April 1983 to 8/9 RAR at 
Enoggera. I was not too thrilled about going back to a Field Force unit so late in my 
career but that’s life. 
I went  to 8/9 RAR and yes, this would definitely be my last posting as I only had a 
little over one year to complete twenty years service and I intended to elect discharge. 
 

 
Me on posting to 8/9 RAR 1983 

 
Rhonda was still working and commuting by public transport to Brisbane and  our life 
together as a family was very good, the longer we were in Brisbane the more we liked 
it so we decided that it was time to buy a house of our own. 
We needed one before I was discharged because we could not remain in Army 
housing. It was a case of buy or look for a rental property. 
 
 We elected to Purchase and so started the frightening but exciting task of house 
hunting and mortgage seeking. We were entitled to a war service home loan of 
$25,000 so that and the proceeds of sale of our block of land at Jindalee, getting 
finance would not be a problem. We would just have to get bridging finance until 
Veteran Affairs approved the home loan. 
 
We made a good profit on the sale of the land and found a house at 241 Patricks Road 
Ferny Hills so the wheels were put into motion. 
 

                                       
                                              241 Patricks Road Ferny Hills 
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The settlement on the house was completed by the end of October 1983 and we 
moved into our very own home on 7th November 1983. We were convinced that there 
would be no more moving because this is where we would settle for good 
 
Soon after we moved in I thought that we could manage financially without Rhonda 
working so she left the job at the Masonic Club. 
My judgement was wrong; especially with Shane attending High School now at 
Everton Park and Teresa about to start in 1984, it was imperative that she seek further 
employment to assist with our budget. 
Luck was on our side; with the help of Ann Hartman Rhonda got a job at the Summit 
Central Apartments in Brisbane and later at Hillcrest Central Apartments as a 
Housemaid. 
 

                                       
                                            Summit                                     Hillcrest 
 
I had settled in at 8/9 RAR and was soon away to Shoalwater Bay for an exercise, 
Shane was now finishing in Year 10 and Teresa finishing year 7. Rhonda was busy 
working and together at the end of 1983 we enjoyed our first Christmas in our own 
home and a happy start to 1984. We traded the XC Falcon on a XD model. 

 
                           Shane 3rd row 1st from left year 10 Everton Park High 1983 
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                                       Teresa front row 4 from left year 7 Stafford Heights 1983 

                                                                              
 
Shane Started year 11 and Teresa joined him at Everton Park High to commence her 
secondary education in year 8. I continued working in the Q store at 8/9 RAR as the 
internal auditor and simply filling in time waiting for the big day of discharge. 
 
June 1984 I started 3 months long service leave and immediately began working for 
Wormald Security at the Fourex Brewery. It was great being paid by the Army each 
fortnight on top of my Wormald fortnightly pay. I continued doing this until the end 
of 1984 when, on 7th December I was officially discharged. I had completed just over 
twenty years. I continued working for Wormald at the brewery and the new Brisbane 
domestic airport construction Site. 
 

                                                  
                                             Me in a different uniform Wormald Security 
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26 September 1984, my father died at Tooradin in Victoria. We attended his funeral at 
Bulli and he was placed to rest near my Mother and Brother’s graves at Wombarra 
Cemetery near Wollongong. 
                                                  

                                                    
                                          Roy Cecil Lyons 1925 – 1984 
 
After returning from Dads funeral I was moved from the Brewery to TAA passenger 
terminal at Brisbane Airport and was responsible for screening passengers. 
 
In our time together at home we continued to make improvements to the yard and 
gardens as well as some internal and external renovations. 
We became good friends with our neighbours John Schwarze, on one side and the 
Page family on the other. At the back were Bob and Shirley McCarthy with daughters 
Janelle and Vanessa. The McCarthy family would become a very important link in 
our family in future years. 
John and I became really good mates; we were both Vietnam veterans and had a lot in 
common. We began to go fishing regularly; rarely caught anything but enjoyed our 
adventures to Moreton, Stradbroke and Fraser Islands. 
Rhonda and I with Shane and Teresa took a liking to North Stradbroke Island and 
enjoyed a holiday there on a few occasions, 
 
 

                              
          On the beach in John’s land rover                             heading across on the Barge 
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                                  Shane front row 3 from left year 11 Everton Park High 1984 

                                                                       
 

 
Teresa front row 3rd from left Year 8 Everton Park High 1984 
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Early 1985 Shane wanted to leave school and when he secured a job with Queensland 
Railway we approved even though he had only just started year 12. Teresa at this 
stage was in year 9. 
Shane began work at Enoggera Station and looked set for a long career. However, 
things did not go well when he became ill. 
Shane was left at home alone but under close supervision by our neighbours and 
friends while Rhonda, Teresa and I drove to Prince Henry hospital in Sydney to be 
with Mum Beattie while she underwent heart bypass surgery.  
 
Shane became sick and under doctors recommendation I immediately drove back to 
Brisbane. Teresa came with me while Rhonda stayed with her Father until after 
surgery and then flew home once she was satisfied her Mother was ok. 
 
I think it was the stress of starting a new job and the fact that Shane had no family to 
support him while we were in Sydney that he became ill. We all decided that it would 
be best if he left the railway and return to complete his final year at school to achieve 
his HSC. This he did and at the end of the year he finished School and attended the 
year 12 formal night. 
     

 
                                       Shane back row 2nd from right Year 12  

                                                                             
 

                                                                                   
                                                  Shane with formal partner 1985 
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                            Rhonda and I  with Shane ready for year 12 formal 1985 
                                                             

 
                               Teresa front row 3 from right year 9 Everton Park High 1985 

                                                                       
1986 and 1987 were relatively quiet years. Shane was out of School and attending a 
horticultural course at TAFE College, he turned 18 on 3rd March 1986 while Teresa 
successfully completed years 10 and 11. I moved back to the Brewery from TAA. 
Shane by now was very interested in Janelle McCarthy who lived behind us. He 
always was keen on her but she had a boyfriend and was unavailable. 
 
Janelle became pregnant to her boyfriend about the middle of 1986. Her boyfriend 
immediately deserted her because he refused to take responsibility. Shane got together 
with Janelle and supported her through the pregnancy and even though the child was 
not his, he stuck by her. Janelle gave birth to Courtney Ann McCarthy on 20th March 
1987. Shane took on the roll as father and together, Shane Janelle and the McCarthy 
family raised her.  
July 1987 I was advised to give up smoking when I was diagnosed with vascular 
disease in both legs. I did so from that very moment. 
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                                   Teresa front row 1st left Year 10 Everton Park High 1986 

                                                                        
                                                                                   

 
                                 Teresa front row 3rd from left Year 11 Everton Park High 1987 
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Rhonda stopped working at the Hillcrest when a supervisor decided that the work 
would be better done by employing women of her own origin and lessening her hours. 
Under those conditions it was not worth her while continuing so she looked for 
employment elsewhere. 
Country Music recording artist Rod Williams was running a company called Dial a 
Domestic so she approached him and began as a domestic worker. Under this system 
she would be sent to client’s homes to do cleaning and her wage was a small rate after 
Rod took his percentage. Firstly she was employed at Samford by Real Estate 
Principals Val and Charles Ryman and on their recommendation she was then 
employed by Geoff and Hilary Harley who lived only a short distance from the 
Rymans. 
Geoff and Hilary were well known local identities in the area and Geoff was a senior 
partner in a prominent Law firm in Brisbane. 
Rhonda worked one day at Rymans and another at Harleys with Rod Williams 
enjoying the better percentage of her wage. She continued this until Val Ryman 
agreed to make her employment a private concern and cut out the middle man, Hilary 
done the same and she started a long association with the Rymans and Harleys. 
Rhonda later left Rymans but continued working for Hilary and Geoff. 
 
I was working as a guard Supervisor at Mack Trucks assembly plant at Richlands. It 
was during my time here that I resurrected my poetry writing with my old mate Sam 
Parker urging me on. 
 
In February 1988, Teresa met Karl Pacey when she visited the Brisbane Airport with 
friends. Karl had just arrived home after living in New Zealand for a few years. They 
fell in love after a short courtship and became inseparable. 

       
              Teresa and Karl at Bribie Island                                         and at Ferny Hills 

                                        
                                                  Karl and Teresa 1990/1991 
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                Karl and Teresa                                                    Karl at Willowbank 
 
We were a little unsure of Karl at first, especially when we discovered that his only 
means of transport was a motor bike and he turned up on a Suzuki GSX R 750 
complete with, hot exhaust system, enough power to blow others away at Willowbank 
and a helmet for our daughter to ride pillion. We needn’ t have worried because he was 
an experienced bike rider and our daughter’s safety was his upmost concern. 

                                           
                                                                      Teresa    
 
 

                      
 
                                                           Teresa and Karl 1990/1991 
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1988 was also the year Brisbane hosted World EXPO which was a festivity that no 
one wanted to end and everyone would love to do again. Karl worked as a chef at 
EXPO. 
It was the final year of school for Teresa and also her 18th birthday year.  
 
 
                                              

   
                                       Me and Rhonda pose with statues at EXPO 
                                                                                  
 

    
                                                           Expo light Parade 

    
                                            Rhonda With more artwork at Expo                                                       
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Everton Park Year 12 Girls 1988 Teresa 3rd row from front 1st left 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Everton Park Year 12 boys 1988 
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                                   Year 12 Formal Teresa front 2nd from left  

                             
                                Teresa with Rhonda and her formal partner                      
The start of 1989 Teresa was employed as a dental assistant briefly for a private 
surgery at Mitchelton and later she was successful in gaining a position with 
Queensland Health working in the School dental vans on the North side of Brisbane. 
Karl and Teresa moved into a unit at Gaythorne about September 1989. 
 
We were still living as a family, but Shane and Janelle were spending more and more 
time together so they announced their engagement. The party to celebrate would be 
held at Wilston Grange Soccer Club. 
                            
Our family outings together slowed down because Rhonda and I, Teresa and Karl, 
Shane, Janelle and Courtney were all doing our own things.  Teresa and Karl 
announced their engagement for 23rd February 1991. We decided to have the party 
with a true Aussie style barbeque in our back yard. 
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The Unforgettable NinetiesThe Unforgettable NinetiesThe Unforgettable NinetiesThe Unforgettable Nineties    
 
On the 1st January 1991, Rhonda and I celebrated our Silver wedding anniversary. 
 
Rhonda continued working for Hilary one day a week, normally Friday and she also 
took on some casual work at the Australian Wool shed at Ferny Grove for the then 
owners Margaret and Ken 
 
Shane finished the horticulture course and could not find work in that trade anywhere. 
Employers wanted experience as well as qualifications but in Shane’s case he only 
had the qualifications because no one would employ him to get experience, it is a 
cruel World. He gave up looking and started driving Taxis working long hours for 
little pay. He persisted in that job for a number of years and managed to survive 
reasonably ok.  
About July 1991; Shane and Janelle announced that Janelle was pregnant. They, 
together with Courtney moved into a flat in Ferny Grove at the end of 1991 and 
planned to marry in 1992. 
 
Shane, Janelle, Karl and Teresa had many good friends and this was obvious by the 
attendance at their engagement celebrations. 
 
                               Teresa and Karl Engagement 23rd February 1991 
 

                                    
                                            In the back yard at Patricks Road 

             
                                                         Cutting the cake with Rhonda and I  
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                                          Shane and Janelle Engagement 
                                            Wilston Grange Soccer Club 
 

       
    Shane and Janelle with Teresa, you and me left photo and your mum and dad right Photo 
 
 
   

 
                                       Cutting the cake with Courtney watching on 
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During 1991, Rhonda and Teresa wanted to get fit so they joined Gloria Marshall and 
conscientiously attended training sessions each week. After about 12 months they 
both had achieved great success. Rhonda even got a trip to Sydney to appear on Bert 
Newton show. She flew down on Compass Airlines which became non existent soon 
after. 
Her picture appeared in Gloria Marshall adds in newspapers all over Australia. 
 

 
 

                                                                              Rhonda 
 
1992 started off very well for Rhonda and me with a holiday at Tangalooma Resort on 
Moreton Island in February.  
The accommodation was not the greatest; it was a small studio room at the back of a 
lodge with a view of the side of a hill. However, we still had a great time in the week 
we were there. Besides it was much better than our previous holiday on South 
Stradbroke Tipplers resort in September 1991, it only lasted one day.  
I was going to insert a photo of that trip but decided the best memory of Tipplers was 
leaving it. 
 

 
Rhonda on the Tangalooma jetty 
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 me at Tangalooma 

  
Rhonda at the back of the unit 

We enjoyed Tangalooma so much we purchased a time share unit in Ocean Lodge. 
 
Janelle at this time was in the last few weeks of pregnancy and everyone was anxious 
for the big event. We all knew she was having twin girls and everyone was excitedly 
waiting their arrival. Courtney could not wait to meet her sisters, she was nearly five. 
 

 
                                                   Janelle late February 1992  
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Happiness Overshadowed ByHappiness Overshadowed ByHappiness Overshadowed ByHappiness Overshadowed By Sadness Sadness Sadness Sadness    
Granddaughters No1 and 2 are BornGranddaughters No1 and 2 are BornGranddaughters No1 and 2 are BornGranddaughters No1 and 2 are Born and a Mother  and a Mother  and a Mother  and a Mother Is Is Is Is LostLostLostLost    

 
Late February, early March 1992, Janelle was complaining of bad headaches and 
Shane took her to the doctor on a couple of occasions. The doctor merely prescribed 
Panadol or the like and told Shane to take her home. The headaches continued so she 
was taken to Royal Brisbane hospital and admitted. This was about 8th of March. It 
was Janelle’s birthday the next day the 9th and she fell into a coma. Tests were carried 
out and they discovered a brain aneurism. 
 
A couple of operations and a brain shunt could not stop the bleed so Janelle remained 
on a life support system in the hope she would recover. For the health and safety of 
the babies who were not due for another four weeks, medical staff decided they 
should be born.  On Thursday 12th of March they were delivered caesarean. Janelle 
never regained consciousness and on Sunday 15th of March 1992 she was pronounced 
brain dead and her life support was turned off. Janelle was just 22 years old. 
 

                                                  
                        Janelle Elizabeth McCarthy 9March 1970 – 15 March 1992 
 
It was now up to Shane to become both Mum and Dad to the newborn twins and of 
course there was Courtney who he had responsibility for although she was not his true 
daughter he was her carer when they all lived together in their unit at Ferny Grove 
prior to this tragedy. Shane was well supported by us, the McCarthys and friends. 
 
Janelle’s Parents Bob and Shirley cared for Courtney when she moved in with them 
while Shane cared for his daughters in hospital because they were born premature and 
had to remain in hospital for several weeks until they were fit enough to come home. 
Shane moved out of his Ferny Grove unit and moved back home with Rhonda and I. 

               
             Teagan Janelle Louise 13 March 1992       Tynelle Elizabeth  Alish 13 March 1992 

    
             Rhonda, now Nanna Lyons with Tynelle                Teagan with Great Nanna Beattie 
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       Tynelle with Nanna McCarthy                                  Teagan with Daddy Shane                                                                                              

   
                Shane and Tynelle                                         Tynelle with Great Nanna & Pop Beattie          
   
 

                 
                  Shane and Teagan                                     Teagan with me at home 
                                     
 

        
                 Tynelle left                           Home at last 15 April                       Teagan right 
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                    Nanna Lyons feeds both                                                       Teresa has a nurse 
 
 

     
            Daddy Shane and Family                                       Off for a walk to Nanna and Pop McCarthy 

       
            Rhonda with Teresa watching on                         We are getting bigger now about 6 months 
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Janelle was farewelled and placed to rest at Albany Creek crematorium. She was 
wearing the wedding dress that she bought for her marriage to Shane. Her funeral, 
attracted a very large attendance of family, friends and team mates from the softball 
Club that both her and Shane were associated with. 
 
The sadness and devastation to us all was overshadowed a little with the excitement of 
the twins coming home. Shane had to get back to work and he did this while Rhonda 
took care of the girls. It was a case of becoming a Mother again for Rhonda even 
though the twins were her first Grand Children. She coped extremely well.  Allowing 
Shane to come to terms with what had happened and try to get on in life as well as 
being a responsible father. 
Rhonda could always rely on help from family and friends especially Nanna and Pop 
McCarthy who lived behind us and the twin’s Aunties Teresa and Vanessa. 
For Rhonda, now at the age of 44 it was lots of dirty nappies, feeding at all hours and 
lots of sleepless nights. The last time she had to cope with this was 1970 at Wagga 
when Teresa was born. However, her motherly instincts and love soon became 
obvious and she was an inspiration to us all. Shane helped as much as possible; when 
he was not working and I referred to him as Mister Mum. 
 
 
As if the sadness and devastation of the past events were not enough; On Sunday 16th 
August 1992, I received a phone from Michael in Wollongong with more bad news. 
This time it was the sudden death of Dad Beattie. Again our lives and especially 
Rhonda’s were shattered. Mum and Dad Beattie had only been with us a couple of 
months earlier to meet the twins; their great granddaughters. 
We made arrangements to travel to Wollongong. Rhonda, Shane and the twins flew 
down to Sydney and I left the next day by car with Uncle Wally (Dook) who, in 1990 
had retired from Lithgow and settled at Bribie Island. 
The loss of Rhonda’s Dad was so sudden and without warning, he was just 66 years 
old and had a massive heart attack. He was cremated and placed to rest in the rose 
garden at Wollongong Crematorium. He was a tremendous loss to us all. 
After a brief stay to console Mum, Rhonda, Shane and the twins flew back to 
Brisbane. I had returned with Uncle Dook a few days earlier. 
 

                                  
                                      Stanley Beattie 6 Sep 1924 – 16 Aug 1992 
                                      Stan served in New Guinea during World War Two  
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We managed to get through the remainder of 1992 unscathed, thankfully, continuing 
with the task of helping Shane raise Teagan and Tynelle. We holidayed at 
Tangalooma with the Twins in October 92 and took Mum Beattie with us. She had 
flown up to stay for a few weeks. 
I ceased working for Wormald Security when I secured an office job in the 
maintenance department of Mack Trucks and later became Maintenance Manager. 
  
Rhonda was still working for Hilary at Samford as well as being a Mother, 
Grandmother and Wife all at the same time. She had her hands full but to her credit 
she coped well and done the job exemplary even under some real pressure situations. 
Mum Beattie stayed with us until after Christmas and she was thrilled to assist with 
her Great Granddaughters. She missed  her loving Husband Stan terribly. However, 
being with the twins and Rhonda helped fill the void temporarily.  
 
Even though Rhonda had many things to keep her occupied, she still had time to assist 
Teresa and help organise her and Karl’s wedding which was now only about 5 months 
away. They had set the date for Saturday 1st May 1993 and final preparations now had 
to be done. 
We welcomed the New Year 1993 with open arms and put 1992 behind us. It was 
gone but it will never be forgotten for obvious reasons. 
 
Shane continued driving taxis and playing softball, the game he and Janelle loved. His 
friends from softball helped him get through the grieving phase and it was here where 
he met Kalee Donaldson who worked at the Royal Brisbane Hospital Pathology. 
 
 

Our DaughterOur DaughterOur DaughterOur Daughter Gets Married Gets Married Gets Married Gets Married    
 

 
The big day for Teresa and Karl finally arrived, 1st of May 1993. Rhonda was just as 
excited as Teresa and fussed over her to ensure the occasion went smoothly. I was a 
very proud Dad with the privilege of escorting her down the isle at the Anglican 
Church Arana Hills, to her soon to be husband Karl. 
 

        
               The beautiful bride Teresa                              with Nanna Beattie and Mum Rhonda 
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                             Teresa and Rhonda                       Rhonda and I  with our beautiful Daughter 
 

            
                                             Me, a proud Dad and beautiful daughterTeresa 

             
         Karl with his brother Trevor and Shane Lyons             Teresa and Karl exchange rings 
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                                                       Signed and sealed with a kiss 
 

      
                    The seal of approval                                with Karl’s parents Eric and Joan on the left 
 
The reception was held at the Australian Wool Shed at Ferny Grove and a good time 
was had by all. Karl and Teresa later headed off for their honeymoon to the 
Whitsunday’s in tropical North Queensland. Staying at Club Crocodile near Airlie 
Beach and tripping around the Whitsunday Islands. 
 
The remainder of 1993 was relatively quiet. Rhonda continued going to Hilary’s on 
Fridays.  Nanna Shirley McCarthy cared for the Twins on these days.   
 
I was unhappy at Mack trucks and stress was taking control of me due to the heavy 
workload. I was not getting much assistance from higher management so I resigned 
and went back to Wormald security where I could be employed in a normal job for an 
average living without the added responsibility of being a manager or supervisor. 
 
I worked at Brookside shopping centre for a while doing shift work and later went to 
Brisbane Airport to work for Qantas in the Wormald Control room and then Group 4 
Security when they won the contract from Wormald.  
 
Shane and Kalee’s relationship had now blossomed and even though Shane had a 
family; Kalee was happy to take on the responsibility of being the twins Step Mother 
and share her life with Shane. They rented a house at Ferny Hills, became engaged 
and started planning their wedding for 2nd April 1994. 
It was a relief that Shane could settle down at last. On the other hand it was a little sad 
that Teagan and Tynelle’s room in our house was now empty but it was always 
available should they ever need to use it  
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Family bickering between Kalee, Shane and the McCarthy family began to get 
troublesome, basically over how often Teagan and Tynelle should have access with 
them. Understandably they were still grieving over the loss of Janelle and found it 
difficult that Shane was moving on with his life. Shane and Kalee were just trying to 
be good parents.  
Our efforts to keep the peace failed and we decided to sell our house and move out of 
the area to start a new life. At the same time maintain a close relationship with our 
family. 
 
 

Our Son Gets MarriedOur Son Gets MarriedOur Son Gets MarriedOur Son Gets Married    
 
At Clayfield Uniting Church on the 2nd April 1994 Shane and Kalee were wed. The 
wedding was well attended by family and friends, including Mum Beattie who, 
incidentally, was still living in the original home at Fairy Meadow. Teagan and 
Tynelle also attended. Now at the age of two, this was their second wedding 
attendance; their first was at the age of 14 months at Teresa and Karl’s marriage. 
 

                   
                        Shane’s lovely bride Kalee and with her father Glenn Donaldson 

                  
                 Shane with his attendants waiting                                  Kalee and Shane 



 85 

              
                                                       Signed and Sealed with a kiss 

             
         Shane and Kalee with Nanna Beattie                  Rhonda and I  with Shane and Kalee 

                         
                             Rhonda, me and Shane with Kalee and her Parents Colleen and Glen  
 
The reception was held at Downy Park Club rooms and was hosted by Kalee’s parents 
Glen and Colleen Donaldson. Shane and Kalee had a short honeymoon at the Gold 
Coast while Rhonda and I took care of Teagan and Tynelle. 
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                            . 
                                           Teagan and Tynelle aged 2 1994 
 
 
 

                                             
                                               Teagan and Tynelle October 1994 
 
 
15th August 1994 we received word that my Grandmother Lillian Lyons had passed 
away in Sydney aged 86. She had a long hard life and was active to her last days. 
We attended her funeral in Wollongong and she was placed to rest at Lakeside 
Memorial Park Kanahooka. We stayed with Mum Beattie at Fairy Meadow. 
                                                       

                                            
                       Lillian May Lyons (nee Stewart) 18Nov 1908 – 15 Aug 1994 
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We returned home and holidayed at Tangalooma for the first week of September as 
we did each year. Always in the 35th week of the calendar year which was late August 
and into the first week of spring. 
 
Shane began working at Royal Brisbane Hospital Pathology as a wardsman on 8th 
November 1994.  
 
Early 1995, we took out a bank loan and purchased a block of land at Deception Bay 
and hoped that our Ferny Hills property would soon sell. We were keen to move away 
from Ferny Hills so we borrowed extra money and signed a contract to build a new 
home with Pioneer Homes. 
Building commenced in June 1995 and we were now deep in debt pending the sale of 
our Patricks Road property, which still hadn’ t sold after nearly two years on the 
market. Interest rates had rocketed to about 17 percent. 
 
 
 
. 

         
                                    Lot 472 Emma Place Deception Bay June 1995 
 
 

    
                       18 June 1995                                                          12 Jul 1995 

    
                                                                   July 1995 
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                  30 July 95                                                              Teagan helps 2 August 95  

                          
                                                     11 August 1995  
 
 

                     
                           Teagan and Tynelle doing some brickwork and having a pretend shower    
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                                                               20 September 1995  
 
When the new house was built we rented it to Shane and Kalee to at least assist with 
the mortgage whilst we desperately waited a sale at Ferny Hills. 
 
September 1995, Shane and Kalee had moved into our new house at 4 Emma Place 
Deception Bay and commenced establishing lawns and gardens. Rhonda and I 
continued trying to sell our other house as well as provide proper fences and gates for 
Emma Place. 
Rhonda was now 47 years old and still working for Hilary. I had turned 49 and still 
doing shift work at Qantas for Group 4 Security. Our finances were strained and we 
began to wonder if we had done the right thing by building. It was no use worrying 
about it now, we pushed on in the hope that everything would eventually work out for 
us. 
 
Tuesday 17th of October 1995 certainly changed my life and not for the better. It was 
also the birthday of Teresa’s husband Karl who turned 27 years old; Teresa was now 
25, Shane 27 and Kalee 23. Teagan and Tynelle were 3 years old.  
 
I was on afternoon shift that day and decided to do some work on a gate frame I 
needed for Emma place before going to work. Chest pains put a stop to that and I was 
given an ambulance ride to Royal Brisbane Hospital. Rhonda travelled in the front of 
the ambulance. 
 
Tests showed that I had a heart attack and I underwent coronary procedures. Luckily 
not much damage to the heart was done and I did not need surgery. I did. However, 
need heart and blood pressure drugs for the rest of my life. 
 
After a couple of days I was out of intensive care and back into a ward where I spent a 
further 2 weeks before being allowed home. 
 
I was very grateful to have Rhonda and all our family with me. They all gave me 
heaps of love and support, but then I always knew that I had a beautiful loving and 
caring wife and family. I had a further 2 weeks off work before recommencing at the 
airport doing shift work. 
 
We spent Christmas 1995 with Shane and Kalee at Emma place for a family get 
together. Shane spent the night in Redcliffe hospital when he suffered badly with 
moving kidney stones. He came home the next day and recovered well with no further 
effects. 



 90 

           
              Shane, Kalee, Tynelle and Teagan got into the Xmas spirit 1995 
 
Teresa and Karl in the meantime were leading a quiet, happy life at Gaythorne and 
visiting with us regularly. Teresa was still working full time with the School dental 
clinics and Karl busy working as a chef at Gaythorne Theatre Café. 
 

                            
                                                                     Teresa and Karl 

                   
                             Rhonda with Teresa 1994                   Teresa and Karl with Teagan & Tynelle                                                           
By March 1996 there was still no sign of a sale for Patricks road, we were keen to 
move into our new house and start living at Deception Bay. To enable us to do this, 
Shane and Kalee and family moved to Patricks road and we moved to Emma place. 
This situation suited all of us because it meant less travel for Shane and Kalee who 
were both working at Royal Brisbane Hospital, and it allowed us to get on with some 
home and yard improvements at Emma Place. The move was completed in what may 
have been the last good long and steady rainfall in South East Queensland before the 
big drought started. 
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20th September 1996 I turned 50 and Rhonda surprised me with a party at Shane and 
Kalees. All the family and friends were there including Mum Beattie and Michael and 
family. I was surprised and very, very honoured that my family did this for me. 
 

     
           Me saying something about turning 50                    Mum Beattie, with Mike, Michelle,Gemma  
                                                                                                            Joel and uncle Dook 
 
Just prior to Christmas 1996 we were close to a sale on the house at Ferny Hills. 
However, a retaining wall which was in the back yard when we bought the property in 
1983 was deemed unsafe and the prospective purchaser requested that we have it 
fixed or drop sixteen thousand dollars off our asking price. We declined his request 
and the sale fell through.  
 
We took immediate action to repair the retaining wall and hired a contractor to build a 
besser block wall in front of the old one. We had a responsibility to treat it with 
urgency for the safety of Shane, Kalee and family. 
This turned to total disaster when the wall collapsed because of heavy rain during an 
afternoon storm. In my opinion, the footings which were dug for the new wall without 
reinforcing the old wall contributed greatly to the collapse. 
It cost a lot more than the quoted price and caused a total mess of the yard, severe 
stress to Rhonda and me, and for me a night in Redcliffe hospital with suspected heart 
problems. 
 
The start to 1997 saw the new wall completed and the remains of the old one 
removed.  A lot of hard work was needed to re landscape the back yard. 
 
Teresa and Karl bought a house at Church Road Mitchelton. They moved into it in 
February and were both working hard to pay the mortgage quickly. 
 
Kalee and Shane announced they were pregnant and the baby was due in October.  
Maybe they will present us with our first grandson, but it did not matter to us as long 
as the baby was healthy and happy. 
May 1997 we decided to go to Tangalooma early this year and had another enjoyable 
week. Rhonda got her first ride in a helicopter. At first she was a little nervous but 
soon loved the experience of flying over Moreton Island surveying the coastline from 
a birds eye view. 
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          Rhonda on the beach at Tangalooma                       the chopper we had a joy flight in 
 
In September Rhonda and I went on a mystery flight and spent the day in Melbourne, 
we mainly walked around the city but managed to visit the Crown Casino. We did the 
same again 2 years later in 1999 and also visited the Melbourne markets and the old 
Melbourne Gaol. 
 
 

Granddaughter Number Three is BornGranddaughter Number Three is BornGranddaughter Number Three is BornGranddaughter Number Three is Born    
 
Early October, Kalee was in her last week of pregnancy. The baby’s gender was 
unknown because previous scans showed the baby’s hands covering the identifiable 
area so it was a case of wait and see. 
 
 

                                      
                                     Kalee and Shane, six days to go  
 
 
On 10th October 1997 at Royal Women’s Hospital Brisbane, Stephanie Lee Lyons 
was born. She weighed 8 lbs 10 ounces and was 21 inches long.                      
Rhonda and Teresa were at the hospital to see and hold her shortly after her birth. I 
waited a couple of days. When I did see her on the 12th of October it cost me $130 
and 3 demerit points for my lack of concentration and doing 79 KPH in a 60 zone. I 
didn’ t believe it. However, The Transport department generously sent me a free photo 
with the fine so I had to. 
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                               Kalee and Stephanie                            Shane and Stephanie 

                        
                   Aunty Teresa and Stephanie            Nanna Rhonda and Stephanie  

             
                 Me and Stephanie           our car Photo compliments of Qld Police Department 
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        Teagan and Tynelle with Stephanie                  Me with our three granddaughters 
 
 
January 1998, Rhonda and I drove to Wollongong and Sydney for a holiday. We 
drove down in our Ford Mondeo which we bought midway through 1997. We used 
this trip as a trip down memory lane and returned to some places that were part of our 
early years. 
We also took Mum Beattie home from her stay with us, and we stayed with her at 
Fairy Meadow.  
We visited Holsworthy village, the school where Teresa and Shane started, and the 
houses we lived in except the old place in Cavalry Crescent; it had been demolished 
and replaced with a new brick home. 
We visited Holsworthy Army barracks and even checked out the footbridge spanning 
the Georges River where Rhonda used to drop me off to catch the train from East hills 
to Central.  The old bridge had been replaced with a new one. 
There were many changes in the area since we left in 1979. The railway had been 
extended across the river from East Hills and there was now a station at Holsworthy 
behind the barracks and near the creek where Teresa and Shane once played with their 
friends. 
 
We drove to Tallong in the Southern highlands of NSW, where I once lived and went 
to school in my very early childhood. 
We took the opportunity to visit the resting places of my Mother, Father and Brother 
at Wombara cemetery and also Dad Beattie at Wollongong crematorium. 
 
We travelled to Sydney by train and spent the day checking out the tourist places in 
the city including Darling Harbour and Circular Quay, and we also had a lovely lunch 
cruise on Sydney Harbour with Vagabond Cruises. 
 

                     
                                    Rhonda and I  on Sydney Harbour Cruise January 1998   
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 Before we left Wollongong in January 1998, we assisted Mum Beattie with doctors 
appointments and arrangements for her knee surgery which she was due to have in 
April. We organised her handicap parking permit although she never drove but it 
would be handy when she went shopping with friends. 
She had long suffered knee problems and was looking forward to having corrective 
surgery done so that eventually she would be able to throw away her walking cane. 
When she was happy all arrangements were finalised, it was time for us to bid her 
goodbye until after her surgery and head back to Brisbane. We had organised that she 
would travel to Brisbane as soon as possible after surgery and stay with us during her 
convalescence. 
Unbeknown to us, that was our final goodbye to her.  
 
She had knee surgery as planned in April and soon after the operation Rhonda spoke 
to her on the phone, she was happy that it was over and couldn’ t wait for medical 
clearance to travel to Brisbane. 
 
Less than six hours after that phone call, Michael called and told Rhonda that Mum 
had peacefully passed away in her sleep. 
We were both totally stunned; Rhonda was devastated. Her Mother was just under 71 
years of age. 
 
Rhonda and Teresa flew to Sydney, while I once again accompanied Uncle Dook; 
(Mum Beattie’s Brother) for a road trip. We farewelled her at Wollongong and she 
was placed to rest in the rose garden at Wollongong crematorium alongside her 
husband; (Rhonda’s Dad) Stan Beattie.  
 

                                                     
 
                    Sybil Joan Beattie (nee Neeld) 12 June1927 – 17 April 1998 
 
 
Her loss meant that Rhonda and I both had no living parents or grand parents and that 
was terribly sad. Rhonda was just under 50 and I was nearly 52. 
It was also sad once we realised our association with the old house was now over. 
 
12 Buckland Street Fairy Meadow was occupied by the Beattie Family from about 
1950 until Rhonda and her brother Michael handed the keys back to the NSW 
Housing Commission at the end of April 1998.  
 
It held lots of fond memories for me and a life time of memories for Rhonda. Her 
association with the home lasted fifty years. 
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Rhonda and I  outside 12 Buckland Street for the last time 32 years after Rhonda walked out the    
front door wearing her wedding dress and 50 years after she was carried in as a baby 
 

 
Rhonda and friends on our wedding day 

 

 
Rhonda with Bridesmaids, from left Sharon Gaddie, Colleen and Pam Reid and front is flower girl 

Tracey Gaddie 
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The death of Mum Beattie was like reaching the end of a book; the final chapter was 
read and the cover was closed. We now had to learn to continue without her and that 
was difficult to achieve but we did. 
Uncle Dook at Bribie Island was Rhonda’s closest relative. Whenever we had family 
functions he was always invited to participate and he usually did.  
Rhonda was always close to him from her early childhood visits to Lithgow where she 
was affectionately named “Bub”. The relationship was even closer when he moved 
from Lithgow to Bribie Island. Uncle Dook remained Rhonda’s link in the Neeld 
family chain and he was now aged 73.  
Uncle Dook took the death of his Sister (Mum Beattie) very hard and was even 
talking to me about his own mortality. 
 
The 31st August 1998 was Rhonda’s 50th birthday and it was payback time for me. 
Teresa, Karl and I secretly organised a surprise Party for her at their Mitchelton home. 
I was still working at Qantas and organised everything by telephone. Teresa and Karl 
done all the footwork.  
Earlier in the year Karl reopened the Gaythorne Theatre Café with business partner 
Rick. He had good access to food suppliers and catering equipment, so he took care of 
the catering while Teresa done a creditable job organising the event and providing 
decorations and facilities. 
The surprise worked very well, Rhonda was gob smacked when she saw all the 
guests, especially when she seen Sharon Menin (nee Gaddie) and her husband Lou. 
Sharon was her childhood friend and bridesmaid. They had not seen each other for 
many years.                             

 
                                 Lou and Sharon Menin with Rhonda and me in the centre 
                                                    

                                                      
                      Rhonda cutting the cake with Courtney, Teagan and Tynelle watching on 
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We still had not sold our house at Patricks Road but could manage reasonably well 
financially while ever Shane and Kalee continued renting from us. We discussed the 
possibility of Shane and Kalee purchasing the property rather than continue paying 
rent. They approached the bank and a mortgage was approved, with a settlement date 
for December 1998. 
 
Rhonda and I used the funds from the sale to pay the mortgage on our Deception Bay 
home and concentrated getting improvements done. It was a relief to be free of 
Patricks Road. “Welcome to the world of mortgage Shane and Kalee”. 
 
The future was now looking much brighter; Rhonda was still helping Hilary at 
Samford every Friday as well as visiting our family at Ferny Hills and Mitchelton. 
 
At the end of 1998, Rhonda and I both began to wonder where all the years had gone, 
time was passing by so quickly. 
Shane was now 30, Teresa 28, Karl 30, Kalee 26, Courtney 11, Teagan and Tynelle 
were 6 and they had already joined Courtney at Patricks Road State School, and 
Stephanie had recently celebrated her first birthday. 
Rhonda and I were “oldies”  now having both passed the half century mark. 
 

                      
                            Karl and Teresa                                                 Shane and Kalee 

                                    
                          Tynelle (L) and Teagan                                          Stephanie 
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         Teagan (L) Courtney and Tynelle                                              Rhonda and me 
 
In March 1999 Rhonda and I drove to Sydney for a visit with my sister Norelle and 
husband Jack. We done some visiting whilst we were there, including a day at 
Taronga Zoo, a visit to my brother Len and his Wife Lillian and also a trip to 
Wollongong to visit Rhonda’s Brother Michael and his Wife Michelle and family. 
Whilst in Wollongong, we just had to call in at Buckland Street to see the old place 
one more time and visit the good neighbours Mr and Mrs Williams. 
 
Even though the old house had new tenants we were totally disgusted with the lack of 
maintenance to the yard, but rather than me tell the story I will let the following 
picture do that.              

 
 

Other than seeing the old house so neglected we had a very enjoyable trip down south 
and came home to Brisbane feeling refreshed and ready to get on with whatever else 
was in store for us. 
It did not take long before we were confronted with more upsetting news. 
 
Ever since Uncle Dook moved from Lithgow to Bribie Island he became a big part of 
our immediate family. He visited us regularly and we visited him. He would help us 
with different things especially mechanical and we would help him whenever he 
needed us. 
On the 5th May 1999, we visited him at his home. He was a little unwell so we 
requested that he come home with us for a couple of days. He declined and said that 
he had a Doctors appointment the next morning. We did some shopping for him and 
had lunch together. Rhonda did his ironing before we said goodbye and left for home 
which was only 20 minutes away. I told him that I would ring early the next day. He 
stood at the gate and seen us off with a wave. 
Early on the 6th of May I rang his home but did not get an answer. I assumed that he 
was still at his doctor’s appointment. Rhonda and I drove to Brookside shopping 
centre to do some shopping and intended to ring Uncle Dook when we finished. 
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Whilst we were in Myer store I received a call on my mobile from Alison Griffiths, 
the wife of Dook’s mate and neighbour Les; she informed me that they were rang by 
the doctor requesting that Les check on Dook because he failed to appear for his 
appointment. Les found Uncle Dook dead on the kitchen floor. 
 
He was 73 years old. I now look back on the events from the time Mum Beattie died 
and I am sure he knew that it was a matter of time for him, which explains his 
mortality talks he had with me on many occasions. He named me in his will as the 
executor of his estate and I assured that the conditions of his will were conducted 
exactly according to his wishes. 
We farewelled him at a service at Traditional Funerals Burpengary, he was cremated 
at Newhaven crematorium Stapylton. Uncle Dook’s ashes were interred at Memorial 
walk Pinaroo cemetery Albany Creek by Rhonda and I at a private service. 
  
Rhonda and I have reserved the plots beside him for our final resting place. 
                                                            

                                                   
                              Walter Franklin Neeld 21 August 1925 – 6 May 1999 
 
The remainder of 1999 was very busy finalising Uncle Dook’s estate at Bribie Island. 
By the time we finished, it was almost Christmas. We had Christmas at our house this 
year and we all looked forward to facing the new millennium in the year 2000. 
 

                                 
                                    From left Kalee, Shane, Tynelle, Karl, Teresa and me 

                                       
                                         From left Stephanie, Tynelle, Courtney and Teagan 
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A New Millennium, The year 2000 BeginsA New Millennium, The year 2000 BeginsA New Millennium, The year 2000 BeginsA New Millennium, The year 2000 Begins    
 
The year 2000 began and we celebrated our 34th Anniversary; The World did not end 
because of the new millennium. I was still working at Qantas and Rhonda was still 
travelling to Samford every Friday to Hilary and Geoff Harley Residence.  
March 13th to 23rd we had a wonderful 10 days in Tasmania visiting many places 
including the heritage homes, Port Arthur and the Tasman Peninsular, Hobart, 
Launceston and Bicheno. We also went on river cruises on the Derwent and Tamar 
rivers. The Cadbury Chocolate factory tour was ok to. 

                                                
                   Rhonda on top of Mt Wellington overlooking Hobart March 2000 
 
 Teagan and Tynelle were selected to be flower girls at our good friends David Evans 
and Grace Bebawi wedding. They were now 8 and I think they were averaging one 
wedding a year to act as flower girls. 

 
Tynelle (Left) and Teagan at Grace wedding 2000 

Unfortunately, I could not attend this wedding because I fell ill with Pneumonia and 
was confined to bed. Rhonda took our good friend Sasha McGeecham with her for 
company. 
 
July 2000 and more bad news, this time from my niece Patricia at Wollongong to 
advise my step brother Clarry Sheather had been diagnosed with leukaemia and it was 
terminal. 
Rhonda and I flew to Sydney on the 4th of August so that we may see him before he 
deteriorated too much. We hired a car and stayed with my sister Norelle at French’s 
Forrest and then drove to Wollongong to spend a day with him. 
It was nice to see him but sad to know that we were losing him. When we said 
goodbye that day he hugged us both and said that he loved us. I mentioned that I 
would see him again at Christmas. I am sure he knew that would not happen as he 
waved us goodbye. 
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                                               Clarry(R) and me August 2000 
 
We returned to Sydney and stayed a few more days during which time we visited Old 
Sydney Town near Gosford. We also met with a family friend Peter Chrapek who was 
in the Army and based at the Olympic area at Homebush doing Security work for the 
forth coming Sydney Olympic Games. He gave us a guided tour of the area and a 
bird’s eye view from the top floor of the Novatel before we flew back to Brisbane. 
 
Back in Brisbane, we got some good news for a change. Karl and Teresa visited and 
announced that Teresa was pregnant. This was great news; our baby was having one 
of their own. Of course Rhonda cried, but this time tears of joy. 
The expected date of arrival for our new grandchild would be May 2001 so once 
again out came the knitting needles and wool. 
 
I was having health problems and could no longer effectively do my job at Qantas. 
September 18th I retired from work on doctor’s advice and applied for a Veterans 
pension; which was approved after a couple of months of interviews and paperwork. 
 
We flew back to Sydney and on to Wollongong the first week of November when we 
received news that Clarry had lost his battle with leukaemia on 1st November 2001. 
His funeral was held at Wollongong crematorium. 
While we were there, we took the opportunity to pay our respects to Mum and Dad 
Beattie who were at rest in the rose garden. 
 
Before Clarry died, he requested that his ashes be scattered at Tallong where he spent 
all his childhood years and some of his adult life. Tallong was a place that Clarry 
loved dearly. On 12 December 2001 his request was carried out by his widow 
Lorraine and close family. 
 

                                                     
                           Clarence George Sheather 13 January 1932 – 1 November 2000 
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Christmas 2000 was a quiet family get together again with Teresa and Karl and 
Shane, Kalee Teagan, Tynelle and Stephanie. 
Teresa was about four months into her pregnancy and doing very well other than 
feeling the effects of a hot Queensland summer. 
In the New Year we took the twins on a few outings, notably to the Sunshine Coast to 
visit the Busy Bee and also Steve Irwin’s Australia Zoo. Another occasion we took 
them to Alma Park Zoo at Dakabin. 
 

   
       Rhonda with Teagan and Tynelle at Busy Bee               Teagan and Tynelle at Australia Zoo 

      
                          at Australia Zoo                                               Teagan at Alma Park Zoo 
 
 

Granddaughter Number FourGranddaughter Number FourGranddaughter Number FourGranddaughter Number Four is Born is Born is Born is Born    
 
Early May 2001 and Teresa was only a couple of weeks away from giving birth, 
everyone in the Pacey and Lyons household were getting excited. Teagan, Tynelle 
and Stephanie were anxious to meet their cousin. 
 
Teresa had been to the hospital once on Thursday 17 May but was sent home. The 
baby was not ready. 
On Saturday 19 May it was lights, action, camera and back to the hospital. A few little 
problems were occurring and all indications were the baby could not have a natural 
birth due to stress and irregular heart problems.   
Medical staff decided a caesarean birth was necessary and at 6: 47 pm on Saturday 19 
May 2001, at Royal Women’s Hospital Brisbane, Lily Minette Pacey was born. She 
weighed 6lbs and a half ounce. She is the first child for Karl and Teresa and the 4th 
Granddaughter for Rhonda and me. We were all delighted. 
                                                         
We were already at the hospital and while Karl attended the birth we waited to meet 
Lily before we headed home. I might add that I kept my speed down because one 
photo of the car was enough, I didn’ t want another. 
 



 104 

         
                Teresa and Karl 10 May                                   Karl, Teresa and me 19 May 

        
                  Mummy Teresa and Daddy Karl with Lily shortly after birth 19 May 2001 

                    
                          Rhonda and I  with Granddaughter Lily Minette Pacey 
 
 
 



 105 

                 
        Teresa, Karl and Lily Ready to leave hospital                    Rhonda and I  with Lily at home   
 

                       
               Teagan, Tynelle and Stephanie with Lily             Tynelle holding Lily, Teagan watches on 
 

                               
                                                  Rhonda and Teresa holding Lily 
 



 106 

Now we had four granddaughters and we always considered Courtney McCarthy as 
another even though she wasn’ t. She is the Step Sister to our Granddaughters Teagan 
and Tynelle who had lost their Mother in tragic circumstances. 
 

                             
                         From left Tynelle, Courtney, Teagan, Stephanie and Lily at front. 

 
Lily with Granddad Eric Pacey 

 
We introduced Lily to Tangalooma Wild Dolphin Resort the first week of September.  
She was just over 3 months old and many people fell in love with her, we were 
certainly proud pushing her around and meeting tourists from all walks of life. 

 

                            
                Teresa with Lily at Tangalooma 2001                      Lily at Tangalooma 2001 
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Christmas Lunch 2001 we had at Karl and Teresa’s with the rest of the family. Our 
Granddaughters were growing up fast which meant that we were getting older and 
that was a bit scary, but, that’s life. 
We tried to spend as much time as possible with the family which was not always 
possible. 
Shane, Kalee, Teagan, Tynelle and Stephanie were still very much involved with 
softball when they were not at school or working, so they would visit us whenever 
they could. 
Teresa took a year off work so that she could be a full time mother and Karl had 
earlier chosen a new career direction and began studies in the Internet Technology 
field at TAFE. His ultimate aim was to start an Internet business of his own. 
 

         
                                            Rhonda and I  with our four granddaughters 

       
                                                 10 March 2002 Lily Baptism 
 
Easter 2002 came at the end of March; Rhonda and I were invited to our friend 
Cassandra Bebawi wedding in Townsville. Sandra is the sister of Grace, whose 
wedding Rhonda attended when I was sick with pneumonia a couple of years earlier. 
We flew to Townsville and hired a car and stayed for a week at Seagulls Resort. 
While we were there we visited Charters Towers and Magnetic Island. 
 
At Charters Towers we were shown around the area by our friends and ex neighbours 
Faize and Toni Bebawi and family. 
Cassandra looked lovely as she walked down the isle to her waiting groom David 
Griffin. 
The reception was held at the top of Castle Hill, with panoramic views of Townsville. 
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The remainder of 2002 consisted of routine stuff, like family visits, Birthday parties 
and Christmas. Of course we had our week at Tangalooma again the first week of 
September. 
The significant events for the year were; Karl graduated from College with a diploma 
in Internet Engineering, Teagan and Tynelle turned 10, Stephanie turned 5 and Lily 
had her first birthday. The rest of us, well, we just kept getting older. 
 

                
                        Lily at Tangalooma 2002                              Karl graduates 

                                                
                                                 Teagan L and Tynelle are now 10 

                           
                                           Lily 1                                               Stephanie 5 
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About November 2002, Shane and Kalee announced that another child was due for 
July 2003. 
 
Retirement for me was getting easier to handle, but I am not sure about Rhonda 
having me at home all the time. It was different, especially when I took over the 
cooking duties. 
We spent a lot of time together, mostly at home. Rhonda took care of the internal 
work and I attended to the yard and gardens. 
We were enjoying the lifestyle together and by the start of 2003 we faced the old 
married couple syndrome, after all, we had just celebrated our 37th year of marriage 
and were the proud grandparents of four with another on the way. Rhonda was turning 
55 in August and me 57 in September. 
 
We had no reason to travel to Sydney and Wollongong anymore so we decided to 
venture to other parts of Australia. However, we had moved from the fast lane of 
previous years and got stuck in the slow lane. We never did much at all for a couple 
of years. 
 

Granddaughter Number Five is BornGranddaughter Number Five is BornGranddaughter Number Five is BornGranddaughter Number Five is Born    
 
July 2003, and Kalee was now in the final stages of her pregnancy. We thought a 
Grandson would be nice and have the Lyons family name continue. However, this 
was entirely in the hands of God and we would be happy for what ever he chose for 
us.  We were all delighted when Granddaughter number five, Caitlyn Grace Lyons 
was born at Brisbane Women’s Hospital on 14 July 2003. Caitlyn weighed 7 lbs 8 
ounces. 

                  
                                                      Caitlyn Grace Lyons 

                 
                                                 Kalee, baby Caitlyn Grace and Shane at home 
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Stephanie and Caitlyn                        Stephanie, Teagan and Tynelle with Caitlyn         

      
                            Rhonda with Granddaughter number 5 Caitlyn Grace Lyons and Me 
 

                                                                
                                                   Lily aged 2 with Caitlyn 
 
At this point in time, Shane and Kalee, with four girls, claimed that was all the 
children they needed. There would be no more. Their family is now complete. 
 
Teresa and Karl, whilst still a little undecided, had often said that they got the perfect 
child when Lily was born so the three of them were a happy family also. It was 
obvious that baby production for the Lyons and Pacey families had now ceased.  
 
 



 111 

The family tree was well established. I like to refer to it as the Lyons Den.  
Rhonda has always been a keen collector of teddy bears, and here is her most valuable 
collection. 
 
                                                                  

 
 

There is a lack of blue jumpers 
 

 
As well as Teddy bears, Rhonda had other collections, notably spoons, crystal 
figurines and dolls. Not to mention jewellery, shoes and that’s life magazines.  
 
30 August to 6 September we had our usual week at Tangalooma and at the end of 
that trip; had become tired of holidaying here so we decided to sell the time share. 
The soaring cost of maintenance on the unit each year since we bought it was so high 
that we were not getting value for money so we cut our losses and sold it for much 
less than the purchase price.  
It was a relief that we had no further responsibility for Tangalooma and we could now 
look around for better holiday places. We found the ideal place at Caloundra. 
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                              Teresa and Lily On the last trip to Tangalooma 2003 
 
Christmas 2003 was at Teresa and Karl’s place this year and once again it was great to 
be together as a happy family. 
 
                                                            

 
                                    The Family on Christmas Day 2003 
 
 



 113 

At the end of January 2004 Rhonda and I headed to Caloundra to seek out a good 
place for our future annual holiday. We had been for a visit to Centrepoint 
Apartments previously when Shane and Kalee stayed there and we were impressed. 
We stayed for 5 days this time and decided it would be the replacement for 
Tangalooma. 
In February, Hilary offered us the use of her unit in Mira Chana at Mooloolaba and of 
course we could not resist another trip to the Sunshine Coast. 
 

       
Mooloolaba 2004. Lily was never too far from her Nanna 

 
Since I retired, Rhonda and I have enjoyed short holidays. I guess we were making up 
for previous years when we either could not find the time or could not afford it. Most 
times it was the latter. 
March 2004, another opportunity arose. This time we were invited to a surprise 
sixtieth birthday for Lou Menin given by his wife Sharon and to be held at Lismore 
NSW. 
Rather than drive down for a day, we decided to take 5 days and after spending a 
night and day with Sharon and Lou, we headed further south to Evans Head, where 
our good friends Barry and Jo Adams were briefly staying as part of their new 
nomadic life of  caravanning Australia. 
We stayed there for 3 days and took in some sight seeing with Barry and Jo around 
the local area. We even travelled to Nimbin for the day and that was a different 
experience that you have to see for yourself. 
 
Barry and I had planned a train trip to Longreach in Queensland before he and Jo left 
on their travelling life. I took that trip with Barry in June 2004 and travelled aboard 
the train Spirit Of The Outback. Rhonda stayed home on this occasion. 
 
13 October 2004 a spur of the moment decision saw us fly to Cairns for the day, 
where again we met with Barry and Jo who showed us around Cairns and Kuranda. 
 
Brisbane to Cairns and return all in one day. It was rushed but very enjoyable. 
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     The Table is set for Lou’s 60th          Lismore              Sharon and Lou 
 
 

 
Barry and Jo at home Evans Head 

 
 

   
            Rhonda and Jo at Evans Head                     Rhonda, me and someone at Nimbin 
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             Rhonda and I at Cairns Beach                  Barry Jo and Rhonda near Kuranda 
 

 
     Teresa, Rhonda, Karl and Lily seeing me off from Caboolture Train Station 
                                (I Love Rhonda’s Hat) Bad Photography by me 
 

 
                                    Sunset over the Thompson River Longreach 
 
The year 2004 was a good year for getting out and about and we both enjoyed it. 
Christmas was again with family at our house. 
 

 
Christmas Day 2004 
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2005 Started where we left off the previous year, usually just staying home and 
grabbing every opportunity to do a little travelling. We started in January by day 
tripping around the Sunshine Coast hinterland to Maleny, Kennilworth and Imbil. 
March 2005 we went back to Tasmania to explore more of this fascinating State. This 
time we participated in tours around Hobart, rivers cruises to Peppermint Bay and 
exploration of the west coast which included a Gordon River and Sarah Island cruise. 
We travelled to Cradle Mountain and on to Deloraine. 
 
There were still parts of Tasmania we wanted to see and especially wanted to visit in 
the cold season. August 2005 we flew to Hobart, collected a hire car and this time 
travelled the East coast, which included, Orford, Swansea, Freycinet National Park, 
Bicheno, St Helens, St Columbia Falls at Pyengara and a quick walk in some snow on 
the road to Ben Lomond ski fields. From there we headed inland to Deloraine and 
visited the caves at Mole creek. 
It was especially cosy at this time of the year sitting around a wood heater at night. It 
was far different than the boring climate of Brisbane. 
 

   
         Rhonda Gordon River Cruise                      Rhonda Peppermint Bay Cruise 
 

   
               Hobart Tram bus Tour                                      Cadbury Cruise 
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                           Bicheno                                              Ben Lomond 

   
               Cradle Mountain                                        St Columbia Falls Pyengara 

 
Sanda House Orford 
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Home in Deception Bay again was back to the normal day in day out routine. Back to 
the housework, gardening and computers, but already planning another trip to 
Tasmania for August 2006 and of course our week at Caloundra with Teresa, Karl and 
Lily for October this year.  
We headed to Caloundra. However, the unit they checked us into was very boreing, 
small and ordinary. No other units at Centrepoint were available so we checked out 
and found even better accommodation a couple of doors down in the new Waterford 
Apartments. 
 

   
            Rhonda with Teresa and Lily outside Waterford Units Caloundra 2005 
 
The remainder of the year was uneventful as was usually the case at this time of the 
year. We merely waited for another Christmas which again we celebrated as a family 
at our home and a welcome to the New Year 2006. 
 
The start of 2006 we celebrated forty wonderful years of marriage. Rhonda dearly 
loved the ruby pendant that I gave her for our Anniversary, and she was very touched 
by the Teddy bear also. 

 
The front embroidery of My Love Forever and name is identical to the engraving on the 
inside of our wedding rings. The back reads 1 January 1966. 
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Our good friends and ex neighbours Faize and Toni Bebawi and also Grace and David 
Evans gave us return air tickets to the Whitsundays. Grace and David were keen for 
us to visit them at Proserpine, so in March 2006 we ventured to the Whitsundays for a 
week. 
 
Grace and David were very hospitable and even though they had busy work 
schedules, they still found time to show us around the area and give us the full use of 
their Toyota Prado. We visited Airlie Beach, Shute Harbour and went Island hopping 
around Daydream, Hamilton and Whitehaven. We also went on a crocodile tour on 
the Proserpine River and sighted many crocodiles. 
 
Unfortunately we had to shorten our holiday when I became ill. However, the time we 
spent with Grace and David was an absolute delight. 
 

                 
            Rhonda and me overlooking Airlie Beach        Rhonda with Grace Evans 

 
On the banks of Proserpine River 

    
                    Rhonda at Daydream Island          Rhonda at Airlie Beach Lagoon 
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I recovered well from my mystery illness and we were soon on the go again. We 
could not say no to a few days at Mooloolaba when Hilary once more gave us the use 
of their unit at Mira Chana in June 2006.  It also meant that we could visit Barry and 
Jo again who were now in a new and bigger caravan at Maroochydore and preparing 
for their trip to Western Australia. 

 
                           Rhonda and Barry share a funny moment at Mooloolaba 
 
August 2006 it was time for Tassie trip number 5 and to visit areas we had not been 
and also re visit areas we had. This time we flew direct to Hobart, picked up our hire 
car and drove to Kettering, south of Hobart. We stayed at the old Kettering Inn and 
used it as a base for day trips to Salamanca markets in Hobart, Mount Wellington, the 
Huon trail and Bruny Island.  Rhonda overcame her heights phobias by successfully 
negotiating the above tree tops Tahune Air walk.  
 
We travelled north to Scottsdale, staying for two days at Belle cottage. We considered 
this accommodation to be the best of all the places we had stayed. Day trips from here 
to Bridport and Lilydale and along the North West coastline were very enjoyable. 
From Scottsdale we travelled to Georgetown and across the Tamar River to 
Beaconsfield to visit the sight of the recent mine disaster, and then down to Deloraine. 
We always visit Deloraine, maybe because we have to pass the Raspberry Farm at 
Elizabeth Town where they serve the most delicious tea and scones with fresh 
raspberry jam and cream. 
 
When we left Deloraine to head back to Hobart, we travelled down the Great Lakes 
road and we both agree that this is a different world. It was 30 kilometres of unsealed 
icy road with very little traffic. We only saw one car for the whole trip and we agreed 
that it would not be a good place for any mechanical mishap. 
I would travel that road again. However, I would have to do it without Rhonda 
because she vowed never to travel from Deloraine to Hobart via the Great Lakes 
again. 
 
Our final 2 nights were spent at Coal Valley vista near Richmond and again we 
visited the old historic town before flying back to Brisbane. 
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                          Rhonda Tahune Airwalk                   Rhonda over the Huon River 
 

   
Tahune Airwalk 

  
 

A few pockets of snow on Mount Wellington 
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                          On Bruny Island                          Cosy at Kettering, Old Kettering Inn  
 

 
                               Climbing for the wonderful view over Bruny Island 

 

 
View over Bruny Island from the top of the stairs 
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           Cosy at Scottsdale, Belle Cottage       The ballroom at Deloraine Accommodation 

  
Great Lakes Road 

 
Relaxing at Coal Valley Vista 

 
View from the front window of Coal Valley Vista 



 124 

 
August 31st 2006, Rhonda turned 58 and September 20th I turned 60. We are both 
travelling reasonably well except for a few aches and pains and a mild case of middle 
age spread especially me (must be the good old home brew) 
October being our annual Caloundra holiday we soon headed off for the Sunshine 
Coast again and 5 days at The Waterford Apartments with Teresa, Karl and Lily. 
  

 
Teresa Karl and Lily near Kings Beach Caloundra 

  
Rhonda with Teresa and Karl near the boardwalk 

 
Rest time for Rhonda and Teresa, movie time for Lily 
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Since the last trip to Caloundra, Rhonda has continued with routine stuff that she has 
done for many years. Things like shopping; going to Hilary’s each Friday, playing 
bingo on Friday nights with Helen, house keeping and caring for me, playing games 
and entering competitions on her computer.  I have achieved something that has been 
a lifetime ambition, and that was to compile and print a book of poems which I have 
just completed and I am nearly finished this book which I have written for my dear 
wife and family. 
 
Over the passed 43 years that I have known Rhonda, she has been, and still is, the 
greatest partner, Girlfriend, Fiancé, Wife, Mother and Grand Mother that anyone 
could ever wish for. For me, she is “simply the best”  
We still have a lot of living to do yet and even though we have slowed down a little, 
there is a whole lot of things to do and places to see together. 
 
Christmas 2006 was at our house again with all our family. 
I have already booked our next trip to Tasmania for February 2007 and we will 
continue the way we have done for the last 43 years. 
 

 
 
Christmas Day 2006 at our house. Clockwise from me at top of table; Rhonda, Karl 
Pacey, Caitlyn Lyons, Lily Pacey, Stephanie Lyons, Teagan Lyons, Tynelle Lyons, 
Kalee Lyons, Shane Lyons and Teresa Pacey 
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In 2007, Shane will be 39; Teresa will be 37, Karl 39, Kalee 35, Teagan and Tynelle 
15, Stephanie 10, Lily 6 and Caitlyn 4. It is an absolute pleasure watching our family 
grow up. It is a particular pleasure for me watching the way Rhonda pampers our 
Children and Grand Children because that is just the way she is; Thoughtful, loving 
and very motherly. It is no wonder I, all our family and friends love Rhonda so very 
much. 
 

 
 Rhonda is always happy when handing out gifts and all the family are proud of their, 
Mother and Nanny and I am very proud of my darling Wife. 
 
I conclude by saying to Rhonda; “ I love very dearly, always have and always will. I 
look forward to celebrating our 41st Anniversary on New Years Day 2007”. 
  
If the future is anything like the past, and there is no reason it won’ t be, then the 
remainder of our lives together will be long and absolutely wonderful. 
 

Rhonda Alicia Lyons nee Beattie:::::::: THIS IS YOUR LIFETHIS IS YOUR LIFETHIS IS YOUR LIFETHIS IS YOUR LIFE    
 

All my Love 
Mal 
XXX 

31 December 2006 
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We Met, Fell in love aWe Met, Fell in love aWe Met, Fell in love aWe Met, Fell in love and Grew Old Togethernd Grew Old Togethernd Grew Old Togethernd Grew Old Together    
    

 

   
                       Rhonda about 1949                                       Mal about 1947                                        

    
                          Rhonda                                                                   Mal 
 

   
                            Rhonda                                                          Mal 
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                        August 1964 Rhonda just turned 16 and Mal just short of 18   
 

   
                              Rhonda and Mal 1964                           Mal at Kapooka 1964        
    

    
                                              1965                        Rhonda and Mal 1965 
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                                                     1 January 1966 
 

       
                                                  Rhonda 1966, I was in Vietnam 
 

    
Mal in Vietnam 1966/67 
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 So So So Some me me me HistoricHistoricHistoricHistoric Events 1948  Events 1948  Events 1948  Events 1948 –––– 2006  2006  2006  2006     
 

1948 The first Australian-designed and manufactured car is launched by General 
Motors Holden     the FX Holden Launched by Prime Minister Ben Chifley at 
Fishermans Bend  1 September 
Rhonda Alicia Beattie was Born at Port Kembla NSW 31st August a daughter for Stan 
and Sybil Beattie (nee Neeld) 

1949 The Snowy Mountains Hydro-Electric Scheme begins. A shortage of labour 
forced Australia to look overseas for workers. More than 100,000 people worked on 
the scheme, two thirds of them had come from overseas to join the Australians 
already working on the scheme. However, 120 people died during construction, which 
lasted almost 25 years.  

Labour government introduces Queensland gerrymander.  

Indigenous Australians who are eligible to vote in state elections in New South Wales, 
Victoria, South Australia and Tasmania are also given the right to vote in federal 
elections.  

19 December, Robert Menzies became Prime Minister for a second time. He was 
previously PM 1939-1941 

1950-1953 Korean War. Australia was one of 21 member nations to respond to the 
United Nations Security Council©s call for military assistance to repel an invasion of 
South Korea by communist-backed North Korean troops. More than 17,000 
Australian men and women served in the Korean War. Australian casualties were 
1584, of whom 339 were killed and 29 taken prisoner.  

1950-1963 Malayan Emergency. Australian troops were sent to Malaya as part of a 
Commonwealth of Nations response to a growing communist guerrilla insurgency. 
Australian forces were involved in prolonged operations designed to destroy the 
guerrillas© support and operations bases throughout the Malay peninsula. Lasting 13 
years, the Malayan Emergency was the longest continuous military commitment in 
Australia©s history. Of 7000 army personnel who served in Malaya, 51 were killed, 
although only 15 deaths were a result of operations.  

1951 Australia signs the ANZUS Treaty with the United States and New Zealand.  

12 April National service begins for all 18 year old men,,, 3 months Service and 5 
years on the Reserve list 

The radio-based School of the Air opens.  

1953 The Television Act is passed by Federal Parliament, endorsing the establishment 
of government and commercial broadcast networks.  

1956 The first television broadcast goes to air. The Olympic Games are held in 
Melbourne, with Australians winning a record 13 gold, 8 silver and 14 bronze medals. 
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1958 The "black box" flight recorder is invented in Melbourne. Rhonda Alicia Beattie 
turns 10 years old  

1959 The first power from the Snowy scheme becomes available. Australia becomes a 
signatory to the International Antarctic Treaty. Gold Coast townships unite under the 
title Gold Coast City.  

Television transmission starts in Brisbane.  

1960 Sir MacFarlane Burnet, r ight, shares the Nobel Prize for Medicine, for work on 
acquired immunological tolerance.  

The world©s first plastic spectacle lenses are designed in Australia.  

1961 Iron ore boom in Pilbara, WA.  

1962 Snake antivenene, capable of counteracting poison from most Australian snakes, 
is developed by CSIRO.  

Indigenous Australians across the nation gain the right to vote in federal elections 

Indigenous Australians across the nation gain the right to vote in federal elections.  

The Vietnam War. Australia©s involvement in Vietnam began in 1962 when the US 
and its allies responded to South Vietnam©s call for assistance to stem the communist 
insurgents and their comrades from North Vietnam. While Australia©s involvement in 
the war was strongly supported in the earlier years of the conflict, opposition to the 
war grew as it became clearer victory was unlikely. More than 46,000 Australians 
served in Vietnam, of whom 424 were killed in action and 2369 wounded.  

Perth hosts the Commonwealth Games.  

1963 Sir John Eccles shares the Nobel Prize for his research on the transmission of 
nerve impulses.  

1964 Rhonda Beattie and Malcolm Lyons meet in Crown St, Wollongong about 
March…. Rhonda Beattie Turns 16 on 31 August,,,Mal Lyons joins Regular Army 16 
November and does recruit training at Kapooka NSW,, 10 Platoon B Company….. 
Mal Lyons and Rhonda Beattie become engaged 25 December. 

Naval Destroyer HMAS Voyager sunk off Jervis Bay after a collision with Aircraft 
Carrier HMAS Melbourne 81 Sailors Died 

 

1965 The Freedom Ride, led by Charles Perkins, tours Aboriginal communities in 
rural areas. The protest symbolises the changing tide of political sentiment towards 
the rights and living conditions of Australia©s indigenous people. Mal Lyons becomes 
a foundation Member of 5th Battalion Royal Australian Regiment at Holsworthy NSW  
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 Mal Lyons participates in a military Exercise code named “Sprinkler 2”  in Papua 
New Guinea 

Prime Minister Menzies commits Troops to Vietnam 1 RAR 

Mal Lyons Warned for Active Service 

National Service is introduced for 20 year old Males by ballot for 2 years Service 

1966 Japan replaces Britain as Australia©s largest export customer.  

Rhonda Beattie and Mal Lyons marry at Fairy Meadow NSW  Saturday January 1 

Oil and gas found by BHP and Esso in Bass Strait 

26 January, Sir Robert Menzies resigned as Prime Minister after 16 years in office ( a 
record term) and Harold Holt is sworn in as the new Prime Minister. 

Decimal currency is introduced on February 14 

Mal Lyons deployed in Vietnam with D Company 5 RAR(Tigers) for 1 year. From 
March 1966 The Battalion took the first National Service Conscripts to Vietnam 

The ban on the employment of married women in the Commonwealth Public Service 
is lifted.  

18 August,Australian forces are involved in the Battle of Long Tan, their heaviest 
action of the Vietnam War. The battle curbed communist control over the area and 
cost 18 Australian lives. The 6th battalion©s D company won a United States 
Presidential Unit Citation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early hours after the battle, D Company 5th Battalion which Mal Lyons was part of, 
Participated in the after math of the battle, including follow up fighting patrols, 
collection and capture of enemy weapons, recovery of the gallant men of  D Coy 6 
RAR who paid the supreme sacrifice and the collection and burial of the many enemy 
dead. 
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1967 Australia©s first satellite is launched from Woomera Rocket Range, South 
Australia.  

Mal Lyons Returns to Australia in March and back to his Wife Rhonda. They are 
allocated an Army house at 70 Bardia Parade Holsworthy Village. Mal is promoted to 
Corporal. 

More than 90 percent of people vote "Yes" in a national referendum which affirms the 
Australian citizenship of indigenous Australians, and allows the Commonwealth 
government to legislate on their behalf.  

Prime Minister Harold Holt goes missing in the sea off Portsea Victoria. John 
McEwen Sworn in 2 days later. 

1968 Shane Colin Lyons is born at Liverpool hospital 3rd March. (Which  
incidentally, is the anniversary of Mal’s return to Australia from Vietnam, on 3 March 
1967). He is the first child for Mal and Rhonda Lyons.  17 March Shane was baptised 
at Methodist Church Fairy Meadow NSW 

10 January The Liberal Party elected John Gorton as leader and was sworn in as 
Prime Minister 

Twice daily mail deliveries was reduced to once daily 

Queensland premier Jack Pizzey dies suddenly. Liberal leader Gordon Chalk is 
premier for one week until Joh Bjelke Petersen is elected unopposed as premier.  

25th April Mal Lyons wrote off his and Rhondas  1961 FB Holden at Beaudesert Qld, 
whilst he was on Military duties at Canungra Qld. 

1969 The radio telescope in Parkes, New South Wales, relays to the world the pictures 
of the Apollo XI moon landing 21 July   

Rhonda Lyons turns 21 on 31st August. 

Mal and Rhonda and Shane move to Wagga Wagga ,resulting from a posting for Mal 
to 1st Recruit Training Battalion at Kapooka as a Drill and weapons instructor. 

Prime Minister John Gorton announced that Australian troop withdrawals from 
Vietnam would commence in 1970 

1970 The Female Eunuch by Germaine Greer is published. First snowfall in Wagga 
Wagga for many years 17 August 

4 Jul  a metric Conversion board was established to implement a gradual transfer from 
imperial to metric weights and measures. 

Teresa Minette Lyons was born to Mal and Rhonda at Wagga Base Hospital, 18 
August, which incidentally is the anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan 18 August 
1967. She is the second child for Mal and Rhonda Lyons 
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200,000 Australians participate in anti-war demonstrations.  

1971 Senator Neville Bonner, r ight, is first Aborigine in an 
Australian parliament.  

 9 January; Mal, Rhonda, Shane and Teresa move back to 
Holsworthy NSW as a result of Mal being posted back to 
5Th Battalion Royal Australian Regiment. 

6 June 1971, Teresa Lyons was baptised at Methodist 
Church Fairy Meadow NSW 

William McMahon sworn in as Prime Minister, replacing 
John Gorton 

18 August Prime Minister McMahon announced the final withdrawal of troops from 
Vietnam. By the time the last returned in 1972, more than 46,000 had served with 
3000 wounded and 500 killed. Many more have died since from scars of the war. 

1972 The orbital internal combustion engine is developed by Ralph Sarich in Perth.  

 5 RAR and 7 RAR are linked as a result of a change to a labour Government and 
became 5/7 RAR. 

Queensland declines to hand responsibility for Aboriginal affairs to the federal 
government.  

Aboriginal tent Embassy is established at Parliament House as a protest . It was 
removed several times by Police over a period of 3 years. Another Tent Embassy was 
established at Old Parliament house 1992 and still stands 

22 July, Gregory Roy Lyons aged 22 passed away at Morrisett NSW and Interred at 
Wombara cemetery. (Mals Brother) 

The Commonwealth Arbitration Commission rules that women doing the same job as 
men have the right to be paid the same wage.  

6 December, a Labour government elected for the first time in 26 years. Gough 
Whitlam sworn in as the 21st Prime Minister. 

1973 Patrick White wins the Nobel Prize for Literature.  

Shane Lyons started School at Holsworthy Primary aged 4 years 11 months 

Mal Lyons went to New Zealand on an Army exercise 

The legal age for voters in federal elections is dropped from 21 to 18.  

The Sydney Opera House opens.  



 135 

Maternity leave for Commonwealth Public Servants is introduced.  

Australians develop the "pop-top" can. 

1974  24 Dec Cyclone Tracy destroys 90% of homes in Darwin 65 people died  
Mal Lyons posted to 1/19RNSWR  at Ingleburn NSW June 
Mal Lyons Promoted to Sergeant  
Vera Alison Lyons passed away aged 64 cause Liver cancer 27 January, interred at 
Wombara cemetery NSW 
Rhonda Lyons working for Philips TMC Moorebank NSW 
Post offices ceased opening on Saturday mornings 23 Feb 

1975 Governor-General John Kerr sacks Prime Minister 
Gough Whitlam, left.  

Liberal Party elected back to Government and Malcolm 
Fraser sworn in as Prime Minister 

Medibank begins 

October Mal Lyons posted to 2 Army Recruiting Sydney 
NSW  

The Gurindji people of Northern Territory are granted ownership of their tribal land, 
having fought to reclaim the land from the British company Vestey Ltd.  

Colour television is introduced.  

1976 Aboriginal pastor Sir Doug Nicholls becomes the governor of South Australia.  

Teresa Lyons started School at Holsworthy Primary School aged 5 years and 6 
months 

The Federal government rules to stop sand mining on Fraser Island.  

1977 Australian scientists develop the world©s first system for storing solar energy on 
a mass scale.  

Citizens in Australian Territories are given the right to vote at referendums to alter the 
Constitution.  

Advance Australia Fair becomes Australia©s national anthem after a national opinion 
poll.  

Street marches banned in Queensland; police later arrest more than 200 right-to-
march protesters.  

1978 The Northern Territory is granted self-government.  
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SBS television started 

A protest march by homosexual rights supporters held in Sydney results in the arrest 
of 93 people. The event is now commemorated each year with the Gay and Lesbian 
Mardi Gras.  

1979 The bionic ear is developed by researchers in Melbourne.  

April, Mal Rhonda, Shane and Teresa Lyons move to Brisbane Qld as a result of a 
psting for Mal to 1 Cadet group Kelvin Grove. Allocated a house at 67 Falkirk St 
Stafford Heights. 

Shane and Teresa restarted School at Stafford Heights Primary, Shane grade 6 now 
aged 11 and Teresa grade 3 now aged 9. 

The Alligator Rivers region in the Northern Territory is proclaimed as Kakadu 
National Park.  

The Capricornia section of the Great Barrier Reef is proclaimed as the first stage of 
the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park.  

September 24, Rhonda’s Nanna Alma Violet Neeld nee Beckett passed away at 
Garrawarra Hospital NSW. She is interred with her husband WW Neeld at West 
Wyalong NSW 

Maternity leave is granted to all women in the Australian workforce.  

1980 The right of appeal to the English Privy Council against judgments made in 
Australian courts is ended. The High Court of Australia becomes the highest court of 
appeal in the Australian judicial system. 

Rhonda Lyons  worked at SEQEB in Brisbane and later at  Aluminium Windows near 
Northgate.  

1981 CSIRO develops a solar desalination system for use in remote areas.  

01 January, The first personal computer went on sale. 30 years earlier the first 
mainframe computer, UNIVAC, had come into use 

The South Australian and federal governments hand back title of 102,630 square 
kilometres of land to the Pitjantjatjara traditional owners.  

Mal and Rhonda Lyons purchased a block of land at Minyara Street Jindalee for 
$14,000 

Mal Lyons posted to 1 Training Group at Wacol and promoted to Staff Sergeant 

 Rhonda Lyons working at The Masonic Club Brisbane Qld 

Shane Lyons Started High School at Kedron State High 



 137 

1982 Brisbane hosts the Commonwealth Games. 

Thomas Keneally is Australia©s first Booker Prize winner with Schindler's Ark.  

The Australian National Gallery opens in Canberra.  

1983 CSIRO produces a vaccine against footrot using genetic engineering techniques. 

Shane Lyons transferred from Kedron to Everton Park State High School  

Mal lyons was posted from 1 Training Group to 8/9 RAR at Enoggera. 

Mal and Rhonda sold their block of Land at Jindalee for $31,000 

7 November Mal and Rhonda Lyons Purchased a house at 241 Patricks Road Ferny 
Hills 

Rhonda stopped working at the Masonic Club and began working at The Summit and 
Hillcrest Apartments as a house maid. 

Double dissolution announced by Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser the same day as 
Bob Hawke was elected leader of the opposition Labour Party. 

Labour Party elected as Government and Bob Hawke becomes Prime Minister 

September 26th The yacht Australia 2 wins the Americas Cup and become the first 
challenger to remover the 132 year old  trophy from the United States 

1984 The world©s first frozen embryo baby is born in Melbourne. 

Medicare replaced medibank 

Advance Australia Fair was proclaimed Australia’s National Anthem 

June, Mal Lyons started long Service Leave from the Army and began working for 
Wormald Security on the same day. December Mal elected discharge after serving a 
little over 21years . He continued in the Security Trade. 

Title deeds to Ularu area were formally handed to the traditional owners 

Teresa Lyons started High School at Everton Park State High 

26 September Mal’s Father passed away at Tooradin Victoria aged 59. He is interred 
at Wombara Cemetry NSW. 

1985 Freehold title of land that includes Ayers Rock and Mt Olga is granted to the 
traditional landowners, the Mutitjulu people.  

Shane Lyons graduated year 12 at Everton Park High School 
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Sallyanne Atkinson, r ight, becomes Brisbane©s first woman 
lord mayor.  

1986 Gene shears are discovered by CSIRO scientists.  

Shane Lyons formed a partnership with Janelle McCarthy 
who was pregnant from a previous unworkable relationship 

Rhonda Lyons working for Val Ryman and Hilary and 
Geoff Harley at Samford 

1987 Queensland©s assistant police commissioner Graeme 
Parker admits corruption, commissioner Terry Lewis is 
then suspended.  

20 March  Courtney Ann McCarthy is Born To Janelle McCarthy.  

Queensland premier Joh Bjelke-Petersen resigns after being sacked as the National 
Party leader, Mike Ahern, becomes premier.  

25,000 Vietnam veterans from all over Australia are given another welcome home 
parade in Sydney, 15 years after the last Australian troops were recalled.  

1988 World Expo 88 opens in Brisbane.  

Teresa Lyons graduated from Year 12 Everton Park High School. 

Teresa Lyons met Karl Pacey; February 

The world©s first non-chemical, biological pesticide is invented at the University of 
Adelaide.  

Australians mark the bicentenary of the arrival of the First Fleet.  

The Golden Wattle is proclaimed our national floral emblem.  

New Parliament House is opened in Canberra.  

1989 Fitzgerald Report released in Queensland. State Government sacks police 
commissioner Terry Lewis, five former ministers charged with corruption.  

1990 Queensland gerrymander ends.  

Fall of the Berlin Wall East and West Germany reunited 

1991 Former Queensland police commissioner Terry Lewis 
found guilty of corruption, given 14 years© jail and stripped 
of knighthood.  
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Rhonda and Mal Lyons celebrate Silver Wedding Anniversary 

Joh Bjelke-Petersen tried for perjury, jury dismissed after they cannot agree and 
charges are dropped. 

Rhonda and Teresa Lyons attend Gloria Marshall Fitness Studio. 

Teresa Lyons and Karl Pacey were engaged, 23 February 

Shane Lyons and Janelle McCarthy were Engaged  about July 1991 

Paul Keating replaced Bob Hawke as Prime Minister 

1992 High Court rules in favour of Eddie Mabo, overturning terra nullius principle.  

1 Jan  World Wide Web.  The first browser programme went on sale and transformed 
the the internet paths to a global network. The first image based browser, Mosiac, 
went on sale in September 1993 

12 March Twins girls Teagan and Tynelle were Born to Shane Lyons and Janelle 
McCarthy. 

15 March Janelle McCarthy passed away as a result of a brain aneurism. She was in a 
coma prior to the birth by caesarean section and did not recover. She was aged 22 
years and was placed to rest at Albany Creek Memorial Gardens. 

Twins Teagan and Tynelle were the first grand children for Mal and Rhonda Lyons. 
They were Baptised Teagan Janelle Louise Lyons and Tynelle Elizabeth Alish Lyons 
at Arana Hills Qld 

August 16 Rhonda’s Father Stanley Beattie passed away after suffering a massive 
heart attack at home in Fairy Meadow. He died on the way to Wollongong Hospital 
aged 67. He was placed to rest in the rose garden at Wollongong Memorial Gardens. 

1993 Federal government passes the Native Title Act.  

1st May Teresa Lyons Married Karl Pacey at Anglican Church Arana Hills 

Shane Lyons  began a relationship with Kalee Donaldson. They had met previously at  
softball games. They became engaged. 

1994 The Garvan Institute of Medical Research isolates the gene responsible for 
osteoporosis. 

End of Apartheid in South Africa 

15th August, Lillian May Lyons (nee Stewart) Mal’s Grandmother passed away aged 
86 in Sydney. She was interred at Kanahooka Lawn cemetery near Wollongong 

2nd April Shane Lyons Married Kalee Donaldson at Uniting Church Clayfield 
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8th November, Shane Lyons commenced working at Royal Brisbane Hospital 

2005 Mal and Rhonda Lyons put their house at Ferny Hills on the market and 
purchased land at Deception Bay. 

July Mal and Rhonda commenced building a house through Pioneer homes on their 
block at Deception Bay. The house was completed at 4 Emma Place Deception Bay in 
September. 

October 17th Mal Lyons suffered a heart attack and was hospitalised at Royal 
Brisbane Hospital. This date is also Karl Pacey’s birthday he turned 27 

1996 

Liberal Coalition elected to Government. John Howard becomes Prime Minister 
replacing Paul Keating. 

Commonwealth, State and Territory governments agree to introduce national gun 
control laws. 

Mal Lyons turned 50. 

 10 May Port Arthur massacre in Tasmania, 35 innocent people killed   

Pauline Hanson, left, wins federal seat of Oxley after the 
Liberal Party dumps her.  

1997 The Human Rights and Equal Opportunities 
Commission releases the report of its Inquiry Into the 
Separation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Children from their Families.  

Pauline Hanson forms One Nation Party 11 April 

Ted Matthews, the last survivor of the first Anzac landing 
at Gallipoli, dies aged 101.  

Teresa and Karl Pacey purchased a house at 41 Church Road Mitchelton Qld. 

Rhonda Lyons had her first flight in a helicopter, a scenic flight over Moreton Island 

10th October Stephanie Lee Lyons was born to Shane and Kalee at Brisbane Womens 
Hospital, a step sister for Teagan and Tynelle now aged 5 and the third Granddaughter 
for Mal and Rhonda Lyons 

12th October Mal Lyons was fine for speeding when caught by a speed camera. He 
was doing 79KLH in a 60 zone and driving a Ford Mondeo. 

1998 The Australian Stock Exchange is demutualised and floated as a public 
company, becoming the world’s first stock exchange to be listed on an exchange.  
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17th April Rhonda’s Mother Sybil Joan Beattie (nee Neeld) passed away aged 71 at 
Figtree private hospital aged 71 she was layed to rest with her husband Stan Beattie in 
the Rose garden of the Wollongong Memorial Gardens 

31st August 1998 Rhonda Lyons turned 50 

Shane Lyons turned 30, Teresa Lyons turned 28 

One Nation wins 11 Queensland state seats.  

Mal and Rhonda Lyons sold their Patricks Road House to Shane and Kalee Lyons 

1999 Both Houses of the Commonwealth Parliament pass a motion signalling an 
acknowledgement of, and regret at, the hurt that past policies of the Australian 
government have caused to indigenous Australians.  

6Th May Rhondas Uncle Walter Franklin Neeld (Uncle Dook) passed away in his 
home at 7 Pandanas Street Bellara on  Bribie Island Qld. He was aged aged 74 

Australian troops lead UN peacekeepers into East Timor.  

2000 Sydney hosts the Olympic Games. Australia wins a record 58 medals, including 
16 gold.  

Federal Government introduces goods and services tax.  

Queensland Deputy Premier Jim Elder resigns after admitting to electoral rorting.  

November 1St Mal’s Step Brother Clarence George Sheather passed away at Warilla 
aged 68. He suffered Leukaemia. His ashes were scattered by family around the small 
township of Tallong in the Southern Highlands of NSW. 

2001 19th May Lily Minette Pacey was born at Royal Womens Hospital Brisbane to 
Teresa and Karl Pacey, she is their first child and the 4th Granddaughter for Mal and 
Rhonda Lyons 

Afghanistan-based Al-Qaeda terrorists flew hijacked aircraft  into the World Trade 
Centre in New York and the Pentagon, a 4th aircraft crashed before nearing its 
apparent target, The white House. The death toll was 3000. This started the war on 
Terrorism. 

1 January, Centenary of Federation. Celebrations began for Australia’s 100th Birthday 

2002 12 October Bali Bombing  200 people killed, nearly half were Australian 

2003  14th July Caitlyn Grace Lyons was born at Royal Womens hospital Brisbane to 
Shane and Kalee Lyons, another Step sister for Teagan and Tynelle and a sister for 
Stephanie. She is the 5th Granddaughter for Mal and Rhonda Lyons. 

The Australian Goverenment commits troops to Iraq 
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2004 26 December a Tsunami brought devastation and loss of lives to 11 countries, 
including Indonesia, Sri Lanka, The Maldives and Thailand 

2005  Former Queensland Premier Sir Joh Bjelke Petersen dies aged 94 

Former King of Australian Television Graham Kennedy Dies aged 71 

2006 

Mal and Rhonda Lyons Ruby anniversary 40 years of marriage 1st  January 
 
Mine Disaster at Beaconsfield gold mine Tamania, 3 men trapped only 2 survived 
April 25th 

  
Mal Lyons Turns 60 on 20th Sep 
 
Steve Irwin  Australia Crocodile Hunter is accidently killed by a stingray whilst 
underwater filming in North Queenslands Great Barrier Reef area 
 
31 December   Mal Lyons Finished compiling this book 
 
 
 

 


